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(*The following testimony was taken & transcribed by
Alison Mahoney - Court Stenographer*)

(*The meeting was called to order at 9:38 a.m.*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Good morning, everyone. Welcome to the Legislature. Mr. Clerk,
do the roll call.

MR. RICHBERG:
Good morning, Mr. Presiding Officer.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Richberg - Clerk of the Legislature*)

LEG. SPENCER:
(Not Present).

LEG. D'AMARO:
(Not Present).

LEG. STERN:
Here.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Here.

LEG. TROTTA:
Here.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Here.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Here.

LEG. CILMI:
Here.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Here.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Here.

LEG. ANKER:
Here.

LEG. HAHN:
Present.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent).

LEG. BROWNING:
Here.
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LEG. FLEMING:
Present.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Here.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Present.

P.O. GREGORY:
Here.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Present, thank you.

MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Not Present: Legislator Spencer - Absent: Legislator
Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. If you would all please rise for the Salute to the Flag led
by Legislator Kara Hahn.

Salutation

Please remain standing. Next, Legislator Hahn will introduce or
make some introductions.

LEG. HAHN:
Thank you. Good morning, everyone. I would like to welcome three
students, three amazing singers from Comsewogue High School which
encompasses the district that I, Legislator Muratore and Legislator
Anker represent. Let us welcome Diana MacMorris, Siara Torres and
Alexa Tammone, with their teacher Joe Ciglione to perform the
National Anthem.

Singing of National Anthem was performed by
Diana MacMorris, Siara Torres & Alexa Tammone

Applause

Aren't they terrific? They'll be performing in the school play at
Comsewogue High School this weekend, The Little Mermaid, so check
it out, Friday and Saturday. Had to plug that.

Okay, let us continue that warm welcome for our visiting clergy,
Sister Sanaa Nadim, the Muslim Chaplain for Stony Brook
University's Interfaith Center. Chaplain Sanaa Nadim moved to Long
Island after working as a foreign exchange trader on Park Avenue
for several years. After relocating, Sister Sanaa Nadim joined
Stony Brook University becoming its first female Muslim Chaplain.

In her efforts to bring visibility to an enhanced understanding of
Muslims on campus, on Long Island and across the nation, Chaplain
Nadim has participated in programming for WLIW, PBS and BBC. In
addition, she co-authored the book Women for Women of Afghanistan,



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

09:43AM

09:43AM

09:44AM

09:45AM

09:45AM

* Index Included at End of Transcript 4

which publicizes the conditions faced by Muslim Women in
Afghanistan. Chaplain Nadim currently sits on the Advisory Board
for Public Television and has in the past represented the Muslim
community to Congress on Capital Hill. Chaplain Nadim has worked
to mediate conflict between those divided by religious differences.
Through such activities, she strives to dispel misconceptions
regarding the Islamic faith and reinforce the shared values that
unite Muslims and non-Muslims locally, nationally and throughout
the world.

In 2011, Chaplain Nadim received awards from both the Martin Luther
King Foundation of America and from Congressman Steve Israel for
her dedication to promoting religious and racial tolerance. In
August, 2012, her work was acknowledged by President Barack Obama
at the White House Iftar Dinner. Chaplain Nadim, thank you for
being here this morning.

Invocation

CHAPLAIN NADIM:
Thank you so much. It's an honor to be with you here today. In
the name of God, most gracious, most merciful. Oh, Creator of the
Heavens and the Earth, Creator of all humanity, we invoke your name
here today and we ask you to bless our elected officials as they
begin their duties of looking after the business of the people.
Please give them the ability to serve you in serving all the
citizens of this great County. Give them the wisdom to see beyond
all obstacles, give them the courage to stand for rights of all
those who seek justice, and we pray that they continue to uphold
the foundation of our Constitution which makes America the greatest
nation on Earth. Creator of all most loving God, in these very
trying times, help our officials to honor their pledge to serve all
their constituents, regardless of their heritage, race, color,
faith and gender. Give them the power to unite us as one people,
one nation under God indivisible for liberty and justice for all.
Lord, we acknowledge their service and their loyalty, and we ask
you to bless them and bless their families. And may God keep all
you in our gathering here today in his tender care and may God
bless America. Amen.

"Amen" said in Unison

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Please all remain standing for a moment of silence. As
always, let us remember all those men and women who have lost their
lives in service to our country and those who continue to sacrifice
to ensure our freedoms.

Moment of Silence Observed

Okay. In February we celebrate Black History Month, or National
African-American History Month, an annual celebration of
achievements by black Americans any time for recognizing the
central role of African-Americans in U.S. history. Black history
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Month grew out of Negro History Week, the brainchild of noted
historian Carter G. Witzen and other prominent African-Americans.
The tradition began in 1926 from what is known today as Association
for the Study of African-American Life and History, sponsored a
National Negro History Week. The celebration is held the second
week in February to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglas, inspire schools and communities nationwide
to organize celebrations, establish history clubs and host
performances and lectures. By the late 1960s, thanks in part to
the Civil Rights Movement and the growing awareness of black
identify, Negro History Week had evolved into a month-long
recognition event. President Gerald R. Ford officially recognized
Black History Month in 1976 calling upon the public to "Seize the
opportunity to often neglected accomplishments of black
African-Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our
history."

Since then, every African-American President -- every American
President, excuse me, has designated February as Black History
month and endorsed a specific theme. The 2017 theme is the Crisis
in Black Education, communities of color often work with less
resources than new, more affluent areas; it is a problem we must
fix and fix now. So I advise everyone to go to a program in your
local community.

PROCLAMATIONS

Next we will be making several presentations and I'll be making a
presentation. We have Mikayla Dockery, Mikayla Angel and Chris
Castillo here. Okay. As well as, I see Mr. Cesare and Joseph
Agosta, Superintendent Bannon.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, good morning. It's my pleasure to present these young ladies
to you from the Copiague High School. They are All-Division
Winners in Field Hockey, as I said, from Copiague High School.
They're joined by their coach, Mr. Kenneth Berry; School Principal,
Mr. Joseph Agosta; School Superintendent, Dr. Bannon; and the
Athletic Director, Peter Cesare. So I wanted them to come here
today and present them with these proclamations on their
accomplishments here today and congratulate them all. Thank you,
young ladies. All right, congratulations

Applause

(*Photograph Taken*)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Congratulations, young ladies.

Our next presenter will be Legislator Spencer who will be
presenting proclamations to some Northport Police Officers.

LEG. SPENCER:
Good morning. I'd like to invite Dana Gunther, Devin Humphreys and
Steven Golub to please join me at the podium, along with the Chief,
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Bill Ricca.

It's always a great privilege when we have a chance to recognize
heroes in our community, and this morning is one of those
opportunities for me. On Saturday, January the 14th, 911
dispatcher Dana Gunther received a call from a Northport resident
reporting a birth in progress. While waiting for the police to
arrive, Dana remained on the line and gave the male caller
instructions from the Emergency Medical Dispatch protocol on how to
care for the newborn baby girl. However, it soon became clear that
the baby was not breathing and Dana provided instructions to the
caller on how to attempt to revive her. Dana's calm manner allowed
the male caller to remain unruffled until the police arrived.

At this point, Northport Police Officers Devin Hunphreys and Steven
Golub arrived. It was determined that the baby was suffering from
complete airway obstruction. An attempt was made to clear the
airway using fingers without success. The responding officers were
able to find an eye dropper in the home which was then used to
remove fluid from the baby's nose, throat and mouth. After several
minutes, the baby began to cough and breathe and cry; music to
everyone's ears. Both Mom, baby were transported to Huntington
Hospital and they have made a full recovery.

The Legislature welcomes the opportunity to pay a well deserved
tribute for individuals for their dedicated service and heroism to
our community. It gives me great pleasure to recognize officers
Humphreys and Golub and 911 Dispatcher Dana Gunther in recognition
for their service to the residents of Northport Village and Suffolk
County. Thank you.

Applause

PUBLIC PORTION

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, next we're going to go into -- move on with our agenda.
We're going into the Public Portion. We do have several cards,
first being Paul Pressman.

MR. PRESSMAN:
Good morning, Legislators. As usual I am here about the
transportation issues in Suffolk County. What I'm more -- want to
speak about today is very simply, we need the Legislators to make
transportation a priority now because of what is happening in the
government, in State and Federal, with funding. It is imperative
that funding is necessary. Every day we see more accidents on the
roadway, people cannot get around. Transportation needs to be
foremost at this critical time, with all the problems with monies
and everything else. There is money in Albany, there is money --
there is legislation with now Uber and Lyft coming into the Island
and trying to make a mark, which is all well and good. But them
coming here, there is legislation out there in the State for a
surcharge for riders using Lyft and Uber, and that money needs to
go to the County. It does not need to go to the MTA.
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The MTA gets a ton of money from Suffolk County businesses and I
would really like to know what we get in return for that. There is
millions of dollars and billions of dollars that the County --
excuse me, that Governor Cuomo wants to put into a nice, wonderful
railroad station in New York City, but what does that do for
Suffolk County? If there is no bus service to get people to the
railroad, what good does it do the County? He wants to put in a
wonderful new bus lanes and widen Nichols Road; that's all well and
good, except the S-71 doesn't go there anymore because it had to be
cut because we have no money. Out of $1.6 billion that the
Governor wants to put into the MTA, why can't we get the 10 million
that we needed into the budget so that we can have a bus service in
Suffolk County? There is no reason why the State cannot give us
$10 million to put into the budget to make up for the buses that
were cut. That's all I need to say.

And I think that the Legislators need to get to Albany, and I am
willing to go with anybody. I have just spoken with State
Senators, I've been speaking with State Senator Boyle and there is
no reason that they are not willing to put money into the County if
this bus system will work. So please, I urge you all to please, I
know that the State Transportation Committee -- excuse me, the
County Transportation Committee is doing all they can, but they
need the support of the entire Legislature. Thank you very much.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, Mr. Pressman. Next is Lynda Moran.

MS. MORAN:
Good morning all. Thank you very much for having me here today.
I'm Lynda Moran, I'm the Executive Director of the Islip Arts
Council. The Islip Arts Council is a 501C-3 which manages the
Islip Art Museum and presents over 30 concerts annually, 99% of
which are free to the public, including the annual Concert in the
Park.

The Islip Arts Council also runs a School of Cultural Arts and
presents a number of other art exhibits outside of the museum space
at Long Island McArthur Airport and Islip Town Hall. Our largest
event is why I'm here today. Our largest event is the annual
Philharmonic Concert in the Park which is sponsored in part by
Suffolk County, and thank you all for your support for this annual
event. It's the largest event, we think, in Suffolk County and it
draws thousands and thousands of residents from across Suffolk
County as well as the Tri-State area. This event costs the Arts
Council approximately $100,000 each year and it's funded by
donations from various corporations including Northville
Industries, Suffolk Federal Credit Union, PSEG, National Grid and
many more corporations, as well as Suffolk County.

As you know, with County funding the not-for-profit must lay the
money out first, then submit canceled checks and then get
reimbursed. I'm asking today for you to support a Certificate of
Necessity which will be before you thanks to the support of County
Executive Bellone, Legislators Lindsay and Cilmi, which will also
modify our contract with the County and allow for prepayment of
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funding. This is necessary due to the significant costs associated
with the invoice for sound and stage which is $18,000; actually,
the full invoice is $28,000. The County is -- always asks for the
canceled check ahead of time. Because of our lack of liquidity
this year, we were unable to pay forth that $18,000. So I've been
in contact with Nelson Vetter, who is the principal of Sound and
Stage, and he also asks for your indulgence in providing this
Certificate of Necessity so that he can get paid.

(*The following was taken by Alison Mahoney, Court Stenographer &
was transcribed by Kim Castiglione, Legislative Secretary*)

Normally we would have had the funds necessary, but we just don't
have it this year. Our funding is down, our annual support is
down. The Concert in the Park, it rained on that day, so even
though it rained we had over 10,000 people, which normally is
between 15 and 20,000 people.

I just also want to tell you that in addition to the County
Executive, the Comptroller, Mr. Kennedy, has offered his support as
long as we have your support. I know that during the Public
Portion you're not allowed to ask me questions, but I will provide
answers to any questions that you may have. I will be staying here
for a few more minutes, or close to an hour, because I do have to
get back to the office. And I thank you again for your support and
hope to see you soon.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Ms. Finnin. Mary Finnin and then Dr. Francis LaFauci.

MS. FINNIN:
Good morning. My name is Mary Finnin. I'm a retired Public Health
Nurse for Suffolk County and I'm here today to speak about the
appointments to the Board of Health. We addressed -- several of us
addressed the Committee on Health regarding the appointments. And
I want to say on behalf of the professional nurses of Suffolk
County, we would like to request that the Board consider that there
be a position designated for an RN with a background in public
health for future appointments to the Board. Currently there are
two positions open, one for an M.D., one for other, so that there
is no nurse currently being recommended by the committee at this
time. So we're asking going forward that you designate one
position on the Board of Health for a position of a nurse with a
background -- Master's prepared in public health.

We'd also like to ask that you consider a resolution to expand the
number of members on the Board of Health. The current Charter
requires at least -- well, it says seven members. Three to be
physicians; two others are designated, so it leaves two positions
open. We would like to recommend that the Legislature expand the
number of qualified health care providers on the Board of Health so
that dentists and other health care professionals that provide
needed services in our community can be also considered for
appointment to the Board. Thank you very much.

Applause
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Thank you. Excuse me, Dr. Francis LaFauci.

DR. LaFAUCI:
LaFauci or Fauci, whichever way, you know, like Dr. Fauci from the
Institute of Health. Anyway, good morning. I'm here to support
Mary Finnin with a request to expand the Board of Health also.
Health care has changed since the State set up that Board of Health
structure and the Institute of Medicine's Report in 2011 requests
that nurses and others -- other health care professionals be full
members at the table when discussing policy and procedure.

So with that in mind, since this year we won't have a nurse on the
Board of Health, I would hope that you would consider either
expanding it in the near future so that we can include other health
care members or designate a member in the future, at least one, to
be a nurse.

My background, I'm the Past-President of the Professional Nurses
Association. I'm presently a Board member and I've been a
Registered Nurse for 45 years, and I am the former Dean from
Suffolk County Community College. So thank you for your support.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Mr. Bill Pearson.

MR. PEARSON:
Good morning, everybody. I'm here to speak about the fees and the
raises that you have received or are going to receive. Basically
it's alarm fees, mortgage fees. Cost of living increase for you
guys was pretty much $20,000. The supermarket fee that they could
opt-out, where they have to do the pricing and if they don't want
to do the pricing they can opt-out and pay a penalty and pass the
penalty off to the public, that's very good. That raises the
prices for the public. That's one good thing. That's a good fee.
You know, you get the money from the supermarket no matter what,
otherwise they have to pay a fee if they are in violation of your
rules. So they pay the fee, and pass it on to me.

Ticket fees, $55 on top of the normal cost of a ticket, raising
money. That's a good way to raise money. You know, you're getting
-- you're driving people out of the County and people aren't going
to be able to pay their fines. Okay.

I call this a public fleecing of people. In other words, you're
doing this fee thing instead of raising taxes, but these fees are a
tax to the public. No matter whether you do it to a store, a
company, anybody, it's a tax because the companies do not absorb a
cost, we do by the cost of our products that we buy.

And just last night I read in the paper the County hired another
individual for another County job that was unheard of before at 110
something-thousand dollars when the County is broke? What are we
doing? What are we doing? Right smack in the face of the people.
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What you're doing is you raise fees, supermarket fees again, ticket
fees, cost of living, alarm fees, mortgage fees. I think this is
basically a way to go into our pockets to take our money, because
nobody, again, pays for it out of their pockets. The business and
stuff, they again, they pass it off to the public in the cost of
the products.

I thank you guys for fleecing us like this but, you know, it just
keeps mounting up. Fees, ticket fees, supermarket, cost of living
for you guys. Cost of living, I got a .03% raise on Social
Security. It's a disgrace; it's a disgrace. You guys give
yourselves a $20,000 job -- $20,000 a year raise for a part-time
job? It was $20,000. It went from 91 to 110.

LEG. HAHN:
(Shook head no.)

MR. PEARSON:
Don't shake your head. It did. Ms. Hahn, yes it did.

LEG. SPENCER:
It did not.

MR. PEARSON:
It did too. Then what did it go to, sir? It's a cost of living
increase so it's a raise.

LEG. SPENCER:
It didn't go to -- no, there wasn't $20,000 --

MR. PEARSON:
In other words, semantics. I got a .03%. You guys got a $20,000
raise. Then what did you get?

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, sir. Your time is up.

MR. PEARSON:
My time is not up yet; now it is. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Alec Slatky. Is he here still? Okay.

MR. SLATKY:
Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Alex Slatky. I'm here
representing AAA Northeast and I'm here to oppose on behalf of our
organization IR 2051, which would raise the fee for traffic and
parking tickets at TPVA from 55 to 110. Suffolk County's long been
on the forefront of traffic safety legislation. Ten years ago you
guys banned text messaging before the State did, and 15, 16 years
ago you were on the forefront pushing for red light cameras before
the State authorized it. And when it comes to say the texting one,
we supported the goals obviously, but we prefer the statewide
framework whereby everyone in the State would know that the law was
the same no matter what city, county, town or village they were
driving in. And it's kind of the same thing here, because the
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State Legislature sets traffic fines; the County can't set traffic
fines unless it's for a violation of its own code. And knowing
this, the County describes this as a fee increase and in the
recommended budget it says, quote, "It would assure that the
services provided are paid by those using them rather than being
subsidized by all taxpayers."

But when it comes to TPVA, that's already the case. The costs are
already defrayed. In 2016 it's estimated to cost about
12.2 million to run TPVA and TPVA will be taking in 54 million in
fines, total income. That's including 19.6 million in fees alone.
So they're already making more than $7 million in profit off of
fees alone? I don't see how you can justify the increase from 55
to 110 by saying that it would defray operating costs, because I
don't think that would be the case.

And moreover, I'd like to see a fine schedule for moving and also
particularly for parking violations. TPVA doesn't have that on its
website. And if you look at the testimony, I have one typo that at
the very top it says I was in Mineola. I'm in Hauppauge. Why does
it say Mineola, because I had pretty much similar testimony in
Nassau County a few months ago when they considered something
similar. At least in Nassau County I was able to look at TPVA's
website and see how much a parking fine was for each individual
violation. I can't seem to do that here on TPVA, so I'd at least
urge you -- I mean, obviously I'd urge to you find other ways to
balance this budget, but at least I'd urge you to table this today
until we can take a look at such a fine schedule and see what the
impact would really look like for particular parking violations and
moving violations as well. In general, we think using traffic
enforcement to balance the budget is bad public policy and I thank
you for the opportunity to comment here. Thanks.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, sir. Just to let you know, there was a bill that was
just filed to do just what you asked by Legislator Browning.

MR. SLATKY:
Okay, great. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
She read your mind. Okay. Hector Gavilla.

MR. GAVILLA:
Hi. Good morning, everybody. Thank you for letting me speak
today. As you may know, I'm a real estate broker and last month a
group of real estate professionals stood before you to oppose the
tax map verification fee, and they were young people and other
professionals who oppose this, but there is some news that some of
you may not be aware of. I've received complaints from real estate
attorneys and some of my clients that homes that they closed on
last year that are now being recorded this year are being assessed
this extra fine and they were being -- were not aware of that. So
they're being told now that they have to pay this fine. So in
other words, the law was supposed to start January 1st, but it was
very vague. What you may not realize is that there are a lot of
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closings that took place towards the end of the year but the actual
closings doesn't get recorded for a few months. So there's still
closings that might be out there that have not been recorded yet,
mortgage closings, okay.

So this is really not a great thing that you did to your
constituents in my opinion, and I'm getting complaints from
attorneys and other people that we're dealing with on a regular
basis. And it's probably an unintended consequence that when you
were voting you didn't realize that, okay. So be aware that you
may get complaints from some of your constituents on that as well.

The thing I found also disturbing, and I won't mention names, but
there were some members of the Legislature who had suggested that
if we're upset about these increased fees that maybe the real
estate professionals should be the ones to cut their fees. And I
found that to be an insult because first of all, we live in a free
market economy and individuals who are purchasing a house are
applying for mortgages, have the right to contact different
brokers, negotiate fees, but when it comes to government we don't
have that same right to negotiate fees. You tell us we're adding
another $300, that's it, I can't shop around. But when it comes to
a real estate broker, a title insurance, mortgage, whatever you
say, I can negotiate with those individuals. So you have to
understand that it's not right for you to say well, maybe we should
cut our fees because you're actually hurting us, and then we may be
the ones who have to utilize those vital services that you keep
talking about, so keep that in mind.

The problem that we see here just in general is that the State Law
put a limit on increasing taxes by, you know, a limit of 2% every
year and the idea of that was to make those of you in this room
more fiscally responsible, but instead you're adding fees after
fees after fees and people are getting tired of that and it's
really not appropriate. So you really have to look at the budget
and say to yourself well, there are different departments and just
because they asked for $5 million more for computers or whatever it
is, doesn't mean that they should get that and you should look at
it and see (Timer Sounded) do they really need that money. That's
all I'm asking, is to be more fiscally conservative this year. All
right. Thank you very much. Have a great day.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you.

LEG. SPENCER:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Frank Lombardi.

MR. LOMBARDI:
Good morning, everyone. I am here on behalf of the TWA Flight 800
Memorial. I understand there's been some questions on a resolution
that went before committee. Legislator Calarco, I'm not sure if
you want me to explain things now or?
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D.P.O. CALARCO:
We're not allowed to do a back and forth during here but if you
could just give everybody a brief explanation of what happened I
think it would be helpful.

MR. LOMBARDI:
Okay. Years ago the County was gracious enough to give us a grant
that went to IGHL to support the maintenance of Flight 800
Memorial. Past administration canceled that grant for a number of
years. When we were able to, thanks to Legislator Calarco and
Legislator Browning, revisit that grant money to help maintain the
memorial we decided at that time, since I was a Director of the
memorial, to put that underneath my part of IGHL, which is the IGHL
Foundation. Understand that the Foundation's finances do not fall
within the County's threshold, the administration expenses that
exceed 20%. So we would like the Legislature to consider moving
that grant back to IGHL as the parent company where administrative
overhead is only at 11%. Our CFO is here to answer any questions
if anyone -- you know, I understand you can't do it now, but
afterwards. We'll hang around for a while. And again, I'd like to
thank the County for their continued support.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Thank you, sir. So Ms. Lichtneger, you're not going to
speak? Okay, all right. That is all the cards that I have. Is
there anyone else that would like to speak that has not spoken?
Please come forward. Okay. Seeing none, I make a motion to close
the Public Portion. Second by Legislator Barraga. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Fifteen. (Not Present: Legislators Hahn and Spencer - Not Present:
Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I make a motion to approve the Consent Calendar. Second by
Legislator Calarco. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Fifteen. (Not Present: Legislators Hahn and Spencer - Absent:
Legislator Muratore)

TABLED RESOLUTIONS

IR 1870-16 - To expand the Scope of the Energy Utility Legislative
Oversight Committee (Martinez). Motion to table by Legislator
Martinez. Second by Legislator Calarco.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Excuse me. Just note my recusal for the record.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes, thank you.

LEG. HAHN:
Me as well, Presiding Officer. Note my recusal.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Fourteen. (Not Present: Legislator Spencer - Absent: Legislator
Muratore - Recused: Legislators Hahn and D'Amaro)

INTRODUCTORY RESOLUTIONS

BUDGET & FINANCE

P.O. GREGORY:
1001-16 - Authorizing the County Comptroller to borrow cash funds
from other County funds for 2017 (Presiding Officer Gregory).
I'll make a motion.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Calarco. On the motion, anyone?

LEG. TROTTA:
Just where are we at?

P.O. GREGORY:
Page six, 1001.

LEG. TROTTA:
If we don't do this we go out of business?

P.O. GREGORY:
This, as I understand it, this is the, what, the interfund
borrowing. We do this every year.

MR. NOLAN:
It all has to be repaid with interest if you borrow from a fund, so
this is standard operating procedure.

LEG. TROTTA:
This is $245,000,000?

MR. NOLAN:
It's an authorization to the Comptroller to move money between
funds as needed. The Comptroller, I'm sure -- asked for this and
want this and it's something we do every year.

LEG. TROTTA:
I see that. I'm just reading the details here. It says last year
in 2016 we transferred $245,000,000 amongst funds, which we paid
back with interest?

MR. NOLAN:
I don't see the $245,000,000, but I'll defer to Dr. Lipp.
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MR. LIPP:
The interest was about $90,000 last year. The way the budget works
is you don't include the principal as part of it because it's just
a short-term loan for cash purposes, so the cost to the County
really is just the interest, which happened to be $90,000 in 2016.

LEG. TROTTA:
So I guess the law requires that we pay interest on the money we
borrow from ourselves?

MR. LIPP:
Correct, but it's much less than when we go out to market the cash
flow needs by Tax Anticipation Notes and Revenue Anticipation
Notes. The interest expense is higher.

LEG. TROTTA:
So this is in addition to the 410 million. Do you foresee us
borrowing another -- approximately that much, 245,000,000?

MR. LIPP:
Yeah. Actually, over the last several years that's about average
or close to like, you know, about 250 million a year. So 247 is
about average.

LEG. TROTTA:
That's a State law that we have to charge ourselves interest?

MR. LIPP:
Correct.

LEG. TROTTA:
Because we would have been getting interest on it anyway.

MR. LIPP:
Right now the world of interest is a cheap proposition. If
interest rates go up considerably then that $90,000 would be a lot
more.

LEG. TROTTA:
Do we have to be -- we just make up that interest payment or is
there some legal standard that we use?

MR. LIPP:
Legal standard, which happen to be a half of 1% I believe this year
-- last year.

LEG. TROTTA:
So it varies from year to year, the interest --

MR. LIPP:
Sure, right. There's a formula that's etched in State Law.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay, thank you.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Anyone else? Okay. We have a motion and a second to
approve. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Fourteen. (Not Present: Legislators Martinez, Cilmi and Spencer -
Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, IR 1012-17 - Delegating authority to refund certain erroneous
tax payments to the Suffolk County Comptroller-Control No. 458-16
(County Executive). Same motion, same second. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Fourteen. (Not Present: Legislators Martinez, Cilmi and Spencer -
Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
IR 1013-16 - Amending the 2017 Operating Budget and appropriating
funds in connection with bonding for a settlement for a liability
case against the County (County Executive). I'll make a motion,
second by Legislator Calarco. Anyone on the motion? Okay. All in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Fifteen. (Not Present: Legislators Martinez and Spencer - Absent:
Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, IR 1013A, Bond Resolution (of the County of Suffolk, New York
authorizing the issuance of $800,000 Bonds to finance the
settlement of a general liability case against the County),
Same motion, same second. Roll call.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Richberg - Clerk of the Legislature*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
(Not Present).

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Yes.
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LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.

LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent).

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes.

MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Not Present: Legislator Spencer - Absent: Legislator
Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. IR 1024-16 - Approving 2016 funding for a contract agency
(IGHL Foundation)(Calarco). Motion by Legislator Calarco.

LEG. HAHN:
(Raised hand).

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Hahn. I know Browning wanted to get in there.

LEG. HAHN:
Oh, okay.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Browning.
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LEG. KRUPSKI:
On the motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Who was that? Legislator Krupski and then Legislator D'Amaro.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Could we get some clarification on the contract agency and the
nature of the work that they do? I'm not familiar with the, you
know -- I've seen the project, but I'm not familiar with the work
that they do there and, you know, the amount of money that's
involved and the, you know, is it a year-round commitment or a
multi-year commitment or anything like that. If you could just
explain all of those things.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
So I wish they were here, I think they just left. So they have
been maintaining the memorial since it was built. IGHL has been
the parent entity that's been responsible for all of the planning,
maintenance of that operation. They pay for, and I think our
monies are used to actually pay for the master gardener who's on
scene. If you are aware of the memorial, you know it's a large
garden. IGHL actually has their own greenhouses where they employ
people with disabilities. They use the plants from those
greenhouses to actually do the planting at the site. They are
responsible for pretty much soup to nuts of what goes on there with
some assistance from the County. I think we might give them a
couple of part-time employees there in the summer to help with
maintenance, just doing some of the operation.

They used to receive well over $100,000 every year from the County
back when the memorial was first built in the 90's. That was cut
many years ago and we were able to restore them up to about $50,000
a few years back, and when every contract agency got cut so did
they, down to the $45,000 number.

I think where the issue came up and arose, why they have the
situation now, as Mr. Lombardi was explaining, when we did a
contract with them we went to the IGHL Foundation, and the
Foundation is a fundraising arm of IGHL, Inc., the parent
not-for-profit corporation. And as a result, the Foundation only
has a few employees that used to be under its heading, namely Frank
and the gardener. So they had high overhead, where all the other
monies were being sent to the organization to help pay for all the
things that IGHL does.

And that's where they came into this question of their not meeting
the operating threshold, which is this resolution is going to
authorize them to receive the monies for '16 because we cannot
amend the '16 budget. But I have a resolution that I've laid on
the table today that will change the funding for the current year
from IGHL Foundation to the IGHL, Inc. By getting it to the IGHL,
Inc., which is a $15 million operation, they are going to be around
an 11% threshold for the operating expenses and would be well
within the purview of the County law.
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LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator D'Amaro, you had a question?

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes. This was before the Budget Committee last week, and what
Legislator Calarco brings up is what was discussed, that the
recipient organization has a ratio that 51% of their budget goes
towards administrative expenses in 2016, which is well beyond the
threshold of 20% that we look for. We have made a few exceptions
where contract agencies have come in for that present year and
reduced as far down as they possibly could with the understanding
that by the following year they would be at or below the 20%
threshold.

The twist on this particular organization, however, and Legislator
Calarco, correct me if I'm wrong, is that although the recipient
organization is at 51% administrative expenses, 100% of the funding
that went to that organization, or would go to this organization if
we approve this resolution, will go towards the program expense of
maintaining the monument; is that correct?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
That's correct. Every dollar that comes into them from the County
goes directly to the memorial.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Right, and I believe that's the spirit of the law and the 20%
threshold was set to insure that the funding that the County is
providing is going towards program expenses as opposed to salaries,
administrative expenses. This is a unique situation because the
recipient organization, although it blows through the threshold, we
know for a fact that this funding is going directly for the`
program and the purpose for which we're providing it, which is not
the case in other organizations where we just give funding for
general purpose and they cannot tell us specifically what the
funding is going for. It's all mixed up into one kind of pot or
pool of funds.

The committee discharged this without recommendation on the theory
that someone would be here from the organization to talk to this a
little bit and I believe they already testified this morning. And
most importantly, going into next year the organization that
receives the funding will be the parent organization and the
representation's been made to us that that organization will meet
the threshold -- or not exceed the threshold, rather.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yeah, I think that's where they had their confusion in the first
instance, because I believe they always expected that the threshold
was based upon the parent organization and not on the foundation
itself in past years, which is why when the issue came up they were
kind of surprised by it, because the parent organization does a
number of different things. In fact, they just absorbed VIBS as
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one of the entities that they now have under their umbrella. So
they are doing a lot of different things, a lot of good work, all
as a not-for-profit. They were confident once you take it to the
parent organization they'll be well below the threshold.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Right. So the 2016 funding -- if we release that funding, the
organization doesn't meet the letter of the law, but they are
meeting the intent of the law where that funding is going
specifically for -- 100% -- for the program expense. So we can --
if we were inclined, we can make an exception for 2016 and then
2017 we'll look for the threshold again.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Correct.

LEG. D'AMARO:
All right, thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Stern.

LEG. STERN:
Yeah, thank you. That's my recollection of the discussion at the
Budget and Finance Committee as well. I think many, if not all, of
those questions were answered and it seemed as though there was a
reasonable plan going forward. But I also recall that one of the
reasons for the discharge without recommendation was that although
the representatives of the Comptroller's Office were here on that
day and took part in that conversation, that based on how that
conversation went and the information that was shared that day,
that we were at least going to check back in with the Comptroller's
Office and get some kind of indication from them as to whether or
not this was a sufficient plan going forward.

So I'll ask the question to you, Legislator Calarco. At this point
we're ready to make the representation that everything that was
discussed and the plan going forward, if approved today, that that
would also meet with Comptroller's Office approval.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
That's my understanding, yes.

LEG. STERN:
All right. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Trotta.

LEG. TROTTA:
Who are we giving this money to?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
IGHL, Inc., will ultimately be -- is the parent organization who
will ultimately --
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LEG. TROTTA:
Who is the check being made out to?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
For 2016 the check would be made out to IGHL Foundation. IGHL
stands for Independent Group Home Living, but they're a large
organization whose primary purpose, I think, in their formation was
serving people with disabilities. Through chance or luck or
whatever the case may be, when the tragedy occurred of the downing,
you know, when the TWA Flight 800 went down off of our waters and
the memorial was being built, IGHL agreed to work with the families
association to be the entity that actually --

LEG. TROTTA:
What percentage is IGHL at?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Well, with IGHL Foundation, which is an arm of the organization,
the larger organization, they would be at a high threshold, they
would be at 51%, which is why we need to pass this resolution
waiving the rule for them for '16. Once we convert it to IGHL,
Inc., they would be at about 11%.

LEG. TROTTA:
How much money is this?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
It's a $45,000 County grant. And by the way, obviously this is '16
money. They have already provided the services in '16. Last year
was actually their 20th anniversary of the downing of the flight
going down and, you know, they do a wonderful job maintaining that
memorial and it's really a gem in our park system.

LEG. TROTTA:
I mean, is -- is there -- to Counsel; is this, in your opinion,
does this meet the letter of the law?

MR. NOLAN:
The law provides for just this type of resolution, where a group
exceeds the 20% administrative cap that the Legislature by
two-thirds vote in a standalone resolution can approve the release
of the funding, notwithstanding the fact that they've exceeded the
cap. So this is by the letter of the law.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. You know, this is -- isn't there like a Boy Scout troop that
could take care of this? You know, $40,000 is a salary for someone
to fill potholes. I literally got an e-mail yesterday from someone
looking to do an Eagle Scout project.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I have a lot of respect for our Eagle Scouts and what they do.
I've seen some of them. In fact, I'm going to one that's just
unbelievable a young man was able to do it, and he's only a
freshman, by the way. But this memorial is several acres of
gardens, large granite memorial stones with electrical units
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running through them, a wooden trellis that needs constant
maintenance in terms of -- because remember this is on the ocean,
so this memorial is also constantly being exposed to some severe
weather conditions and I think it's a little bit beyond --

LEG. TROTTA:
It's on the County parks.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
It is on County property. It's in Smith Point Park. Back in the
90's the County decided to allow them to build a memorial on our
property. And at the end of the day if IGHL stops doing this for
the $45,000 we give them, it will be on the County's responsibility
to maintain it.

LEG. TROTTA:
Is the Parks Commissioner here? Could I ask the Parks Commissioner
if he could take this over and save us some money?

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
I think for the 45,000 that we're spending is well worth it. This
is a pristine memorial and there isn't a blade of grass out of
place. Walking through it, it is phenomenal what they do there,
just the foliage and the different types of plants they have there
along it plus keeping the granite, the lights and everything.
There's somebody there almost daily tending that garden.

LEG. TROTTA:
I can guarantee you there's no one there daily. How much -- if you
were to hire an employee, how much would it be?

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
Full salary for a laborer?

LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
I'm guessing it would be close to 45, maybe more when you put in
the fringe.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay, so we could probably hire someone for the cost of this and
then they could -- I'm sure that it doesn't take someone eight
hours a day, you know, 365 days a year, to take care of this and
then you could use him to do something else in the park.

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
Well, we don't monitor them. It's not under our purview to monitor
them and what they do so I couldn't tell you.

LEG. TROTTA:
All right. I think that you would rather have an employee than
spend $40,000 for someone to take care of this. Thank you.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Doc Spencer.

LEG. SPENCER:
I am sympathetic to this organization or empathetic to this issue
and I understand the spirit of the law, and I just want to make
sure that we don't establish a precedent because of other
organizations that have this issue as far as administrative costs,
when all of the money that they are receiving does go towards that
particular service. So historical societies and, you know, I have
resisted putting forth resolutions. I have three historical
societies and one of them came in at 30, another one came in at 24,
25 and I -- it was a very tough decision that I said, you know, I'm
sorry, you know, I have to -- you know, if you get close to 21 or
22%.

But I just want to understand. I get it that this particular
organization is doing a great job and that the services are going
100% towards maintaining what we'd like to do, but I do think a
historical society is doing a very similar sort of function. So, I
mean, I can support this but I also don't want to tell my
historical societies that have been doing this work long-term,
telling them to get their acts together, but I just want to make
sure that the precedent that this Legislature sets moving forward
is consistent, because most organizations, as was said, do not fall
into this realm, but there are others that do, and so that would be
important to me.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I very much appreciate that point, Legislator Spencer, and I agree
with you. And what we have always done in the past, and Legislator
D'Amaro as Chair of Budget has always kind of championed this and
usually doesn't let anything out of this committee until the point
that we get to having a cure, and that's the key here, is that
there is a cure to the problem. The cure is amending the budget to
give it to the parent organization, who does a whole host of
different activities as opposed to just this, the subset of the
organization that just is responsible for fundraising primarily,
and by doing that we will cure the problem. So unfortunately we
can't cure the 2016 budget because it's done, '16 is over. All we
can do is either let them have the money or not, and we need to do
that at today's meeting otherwise the books will close and the
money won't be able to flow to them. So that is the issue. That
is the -- there is a cure. I do have that resolution laid on the
table to fix the problem moving forward so we won't run into this
again with this organization.

LEG. SPENCER:
I think that's very fair and I could support that on that basis and
I'm hoping that when I provide some cures that I get the same
consideration.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Absolutely.
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LEG. SPENCER:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Browning.

LEG. BROWNING:
I know this is Rob's District, but it's three miles from my home.
And, Rob, I'd invite you to come down, Legislator Trotta, to come
down because I can tell you in the summertime many times I've been
down there and you'll see people working there all the time. For
$45,000, we don't have enough Parks employees right now to do all
the work that needs to be done at Smith Point Beach. Rob and I
took a tour of the campsite and the work that needs to be done, and
I know Commissioner Berdolt has, you know, listened to us and knows
what needs to be addressed, but we just don't have enough Parks
employees as it stands right now to get the work done.

So the $45,000, I can tell you they're down there very often, they
maintain it beautifully, they provide landscape material. So at
$45,000 you're never going to be able to do it with Parks
employees. I can guarantee you that. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Barraga.

LEG. BARRAGA:
I've wondered about this in the past; the 45,000, is that the
annual cost to maintain the memorial?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
They actually just got back and Frank maybe can come up and answer
that question if it's okay with the Chair.

LEG. BARRAGA:
The 45,000 that would be appropriated, is that the annual cost to
maintain the memorial or is it in excess of that and monies are
raised in some other venue?

MR. LOMBARDI:
No, the cost of the memorial exceeds $150,000. IGHL provides two
full-time employees. We work with the families to raise additional
money to help cover the rest of the cost.

LEG. BARRAGA:
The annual cost is really 150,000?

MR. LOMBARDI:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Now, Suffolk County gives 45,000. Is there any other county -- or
does the State give you any money whatsoever?

MR. LOMBARDI:
No.
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LEG. BARRAGA:
None.

MR. LOMBARDI:
No.

LEG. BARRAGA:
So the only governmental entity you're getting any dollars from is
Suffolk County.

MR. LOMBARDI:
That's correct.

LEG. BARRAGA:
The other counties in the State of New York feel they have no
responsibility here.

MR. LOMBARDI:
Not at all.

LEG. BROWNING:
Tom, I'd like to add also, I'm sorry, but there was a commitment
when this memorial was built by I believe at the time County
Executive Gaffney, that this memorial would be built and maintained
by Suffolk County. And over the years, I hate to tell you,
previous administrations have reneged, cut money and neglected to
take care of this monument. And I can tell you after Superstorm
Sandy this monument survived. I was shocked that it did, but they
do a phenomenal job. Please come down, especially during the
memorial when they have their anniversary. The last year was the
20th anniversary. They'll be having another one this year. Come
down and see what they do.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. BARRAGA:
It just seemed a little unfair to me over the years that the State
of New York, for example, did not contribute something for this
based on, you know, the plane went down off the coast of Long
Island, but the reality is those people flew all over the State.
It's tragic. And yet not one penny, from what I understand, was
given by the State.

LEG. BROWNING:
They're also from all over the world, they're not just from within
the United States.

P.O. GREGORY:
Leslie?

LEG. KENNEDY:
I normally am very cautious about anything that has the possibility
of setting a precedent for any other organization. I have had to
drop some of my historical societies because they go over on their
administrative costs. I have told other organizations that they
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have to lay out the money. Your group is a valid exception. You
provide the plantings; correct?

MR. LOMBARDI:
Correct.

LEG. KENNEDY:
All right. So without any additional cost to maintain this
property; correct?

MR. LOMBARDI:
Correct.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay. The program that you have is also education and training for
the disabled.

MR. LOMBARDI:
It is. The plant material and the maintenance, a good portion of
it gets done by 30 developmentally disabled adults who work out of
Smile Farms, which is a nursery and garden center located in
Moriches.

LEG. KENNEDY:
And that is why I will be supporting this bill, because what you do
to preserve a memorial and how you assist the disabled in
preserving the memorial is something that needs to be taken care
of.

MR. LOMBARDI:
Thank you. I do want to reiterate, you know, we are so pleased
that the County's ongoing support since the beginning of this
memorial. We've had some struggles, but that $45,000 goes a long
way. We beg, borrow and steal for every penny that we put into the
memorial, and hopefully that memorial has helped Smith Point County
Park become a something a little bit more special.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Trotta.

LEG. TROTTA:
Can you just briefly go over what the $150,000 is spent on?

MR. LOMBARDI:
Well, it's a very complicated place to maintain. You're talking
about two acres of gardens that are located right on the seashore.
It's a very -- it's a very tough environment for the plants, it's a
very tough environment for the memorial. We have two full-time
staff whose salaries are included in that maintenance budget. It
also includes the plant materials, the cost of equipment to
maintain, lawn mowers, all of that stuff. I mean, we could give
you guys a full break down of all of our costs.

LEG. TROTTA:
Where are the two full-time employees today?
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MR. LOMBARDI:
Where are they today? In the wintertime they get used in other
places at IGHL. So they're not down there for a couple of months
in the wintertime.

LEG. TROTTA:
To the normal person, when they say, you know, $150,000 to take
care of two acres, you know, it's hard to grasp, it really is. I
mean, I have like an acre and a half and I have 30 fruit trees and
I do it myself.

MR. LOMBARDI:
Well, I understand your concerns but, you know, not only do we rely
on our two full-time staff to help manage the memorial, the Parks
Department also helps provide two summer employees to help.

LEG. TROTTA:
Say that again?

MR. LOMBARDI:
The Parks Department also helps provide two part-time employees,
seasonal employees, in the summertime to help maintain the
memorial. We also have the ability to have the Suffolk County SLAP
Program come down one day a week to help us. We also rely on those
30 developmentally disabled consumers that come. We work with
other organizations that provide community support people, people
who need community support hours. So at any given point in time
when you go down there there's a full team of people just trying to
stay on top of those gardens.

LEG. TROTTA:
It's two acres. I've been there and I remember walking through it.
I think it was in the fall, though. I don't -- I remember it being
nice but that's a lot of money. You know, $150,000 to take care of
two acres and, you know, what are you spending on plants, $10,000?

MR. LOMBARDI:
Probably.

LEG. TROTTA:
You know, it's hard to grasp.

MR. LOMBARDI:
I understand your concerns, but if you look at its overall impact
on the community, you know, there are thousands of people that walk
through that memorial. That memorial is a draw for Smith Point
County Park. You know, people are coming to visit the memorial.
They're paying their parking fees, the County is getting some
additional revenue from that. So it's on the surface it seems like
it's an easy thing to do --

LEG. TROTTA:
You haven't really, you know, you haven't really, you know,
convinced me that a hundred -- you didn't say that we have to
polish the stone and it costs $10,000 and we had to do this. You
know, you're just saying that we go there and we take care of it.
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MR. LOMBARDI:
It includes also aspects of the memorial. There's an extensive
irrigation system that needs to be maintained on the site. I think
we have 30 or 40 zones. We also have an extensive lighting system
that is very difficult to maintain down at the beach. Water gets
into those lighting fixtures and one lighting fixture goes out it
could cost $1,000 just to replace. So it's a lot more extensive,
and I would invite anyone to come down during the springtime, our
busy season, to see what we do there.

LEG. TROTTA:
All right, thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Anyone else? Okay, so we have a -- we have a motion and a
second on IR 1024. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Thank you.

MR. LOMBARDI:
Thank you.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. IR 1008-17 - Amending the 2017 Capital Budget and
Program and accepting and appropriating funds in connection with
Connect Trails – Suffolk County (CP 7191)(Hahn). Motion by
Legislator Hahn. Do I have a second? Second by Legislator Anker.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
On the motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
On the motion, Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
I think it's towards the Commissioner actually if it's appropriate
to ask the Commissioner.

P.O. GREGORY:
I saw him earlier. This should be Gil Anderson.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Commissioner of Parks I think.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, okay.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
No, that's fine.
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MS. HORST:
It's my understanding that this is going into Economic Development
and Planning. Legislator Hahn, do you know?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Any Commissioner will do, that's fine.

LEG. HAHN:
You know, I don't -- I don't know the capital -- so the Capital
Project numbers are -- sorry, I got new glasses. You have to bear
with me. Capital Project 7191, does that help you? I'm not sure
where that, you know, where that will go. Does that help you,
Robert, as to which department?

MR. LIPP:
I'm going to check our review, but I'm not aware off the top of my
head. I mean, what it is is it's a State grant.

LEG. HAHN:
Right.

MR. LIPP:
We adopted 250,000 in serial bonds and this is going to add to that
in terms of a State grant.

P.O. GREGORY:
So you got additional revenue by way of a grant?

MR. LIPP:
Correct, that's what this does.

P.O. GREGORY:
Free money?

LEG. HAHN:
Yeah, this is accepting the grant money.

LEG. TROTTA:
What is it for?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
The question I had was, and Legislator Hahn, I guess you could
answer it, is that connecting -- what trails are we connecting and
are you working with -- we have so many public lands in the County,
State and town, and are you going to connect them all together or
is this you're only working in a vacuum --

LEG. HAHN:
No. This is the Blueway Trail, so this is money to create a
comprehensive Blueway Trail System for all of Suffolk County. So
we -- this is something I envisioned a while ago and we worked very
closely with the County Executive's Planning Department to, you
know, apply for a grant through the State's Economic Development,
Regional Economic Development grant process. This is for a
feasibility study to start, so we'll -- we will determine things
like, you know, where access points might be possible so that we
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can have -- I don't know how familiar you are with Blueway Trails,
but they're trails on the waterway.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
I think I looked at the one in Greenport and through Southold for
all the preserved land. I'm very familiar with it because there's
one being constructed now.

LEG. HAHN:
A Blueway Trail?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Blue and green.

LEG. HAHN:
Blue, right. So we have some already in Babylon Town. Huntington
Town received money for a Blueway Trail just in Huntington. So
what this will do will be a feasibility study about connecting all
of the, you know, existing Blueways and then adding more so that --
and it's complicated because you can -- like ski trails. I don't
know if anyone here is a downhill skier. I know Tom Cilmi, you
are. There's also difficulty level of trails so you can have
beginner type trails on the water, you can have more difficult,
more advanced level trails if they're ocean trails for ocean
kayaking, currents can cause difficulty levels to go up. So, you
know, it can be complex and we want to make sure there are access
points that are accessible, that are safe and that are varied
throughout, you know, geographically spread out throughout the
County so that all of our residents have access to the water and to
trails so they can -- non-motorized -- use non-motorized craft.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
My question was are you going to -- is that plan going to
incorporate the use of public lands that are town and State owned
also.

LEG. HAHN:
Sure. You mean for the access points?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yeah, access and as part of the trails. I mean, to link everything
together.

LEG. HAHN:
Absolutely.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Okay. That was it.

LEG. HAHN:
Absolutely. Sorry, I misunderstood the question. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Trotta.
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LEG. TROTTA:
To Sarah. Sarah, I'm having a big -- you know, while I -- I'm
having a big problem, $60,000. What exactly are we going to get
for $60,000?

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
So this would allow the funding of some staff to do mapping,
looking at the -- evaluating the feasibility, engaging some public
groups, many public groups, civic organizations into, you know,
their ideas for public access, prioritizing public access. There
may be the --

LEG. TROTTA:
So we're going to get a map at the end.

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
A plan.

LEG. TROTTA:
We're not going to build any more waterways.

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
No.

LEG. TROTTA:
We're not going to dredging the thing, so we're going to get a map.

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
And a document, a planning document that describes the plan.

LEG. TROTTA:
So we're not going to get a map? We're just going to get a
planning document?

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
You're going to get a plan and a map.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. And the $60,000 is going to go to your employees to do this.

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
It could. Let me --

LEG. TROTTA:
We're not going to hire a company to give us a map.

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
Let me be very clear in it could also be used for consultants as
well. That has not yet been determined.

LEG. TROTTA:
Do you think you can handle this in-house, this money?

DIRECTOR LANSALE:
This would be a shared responsibility with various departments that
have not yet been engaged in this process, so I can't answer that
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right now. I can't.

LEG. TROTTA:
I mean, what is the end outcome? Once this plan is done, what will
we have to give to the people of Suffolk County.

(*The following was taken and transcribed by
Lucia Braaten - Court Stenographer*)

DIRECTOR LANSDALE:
What we'll be able to do is position the County to access further
grant funding from the State, as Nassau County did in the
implementation of its Blue Way Trail, where they -- it was a
two-step process where they applied for planning funding first,
like we receive now, and then the second was for implementation.
So there was actually --

LEG. TROTTA:
What is the implementation?

DIRECTOR LANSDALE:
Implementation involves signage, as well as structural improvements
at parks to allow for kayak access, nonmotorized bike --
nonmotorized boat access to the Blue Way.

LEG. TROTTA:
How much was their total cost for all of this?

DIRECTOR LANSDALE:
I don't have this information. I wasn't prepared to answer
questions today. Legislator Hahn might have that information, or
her staff.

LEG. TROTTA:
A million dollars, $1,400,000?

MR. LIPP:
So there's a --

LEG. HAHN:
In Nassau?

MR. LIPP:
In the adopted Capital Program for 2017. There's half a million in
each of 2018 and 2019. So it remains to be seen what exactly the
cost would be, but assuming that that was the, that came out to be
the case, it would be half a million in each of the next two years,
2018 and 2019.

LEG. TROTTA:
And that's not State, that's our money?

MR. LIPP:
Correct. I'm pretty sure, yes.
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LEG. TROTTA:
I mean, I got the think, the public saying you're spending a
million dollars, a million-and-a-half dollars to put signs up where
you can put your kayak in? Hey, listen, I'm all for this, but a
million? This is insane.

LEG. HAHN:
I don't think that all that money is for this project, if I'm
right, but -- we're just accepting $60,000 for a feasibility study
to do -- the first stage of this is to do a feasibility study to
plan for the trail, to plan on how this could work, get community
support, find access points. The second stage is to go back, get
some more capital dollars to do improvements at the access point,
so that people can access the -- that's why we live on Long Island.

LEG. TROTTA:
Yeah, but this --

LEG. HAHN:
We live on Long Island so we could get on the water.

LEG. TROTTA:
These are not County -- I'm assuming the large majority of these
things aren't going to be County facilities, they're going to be
town, or private, or village facilities where they --

LEG. HAHN:
What does it matter?

LEG. TROTTA:
It matters, because if, you know, the Village of Asharoken doesn't
want people from -- anybody else coming --

LEG. HAHN:
So that's why you got to do the feasibility study and the planning
with the communities. You find the places where access is needed,
is wanted, is welcome, is safe, is appropriate. You find these
places. That's part -- that's part of the planning process, Rob.

LEG. TROTTA:
I could tell you that the Village of Asharoken and Northport
doesn't want people from all over coming in to do this. I just --
you know, at some point we have to say --

LEG. HAHN:
I'm sorry, but wait, wait.

LEG. TROTTA:
-- stop spending a million dollars.

LEG. HAHN:
We are trying -- first of all, tourism is a tremendously large
industry here on Long Island.

LEG. TROTTA:
And it should be larger, in my opinion.
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LEG. HAHN:
And this is -- this, if you see -- if you see word clouds of what
people are looking to do, stand-up paddle boarding, kayaking are
growing in size. This is what -- people want to be active when
they come to recreate. We have got to provide the facilities. We
have to deliver on the brand promise when we're advertising water
activities, etcetera. This is what our residents want as well.
With the costs coming down for kayaks and paddle boards, where it's
growing in popularity, we need to provide the facilities for folks
to be able to get into the water. We need to make it accessible,
so folks don't have to buy a slip and spend $300,000 on a boat, and
the cost of motor fuel, and then dump their waste in the water.
These are, you know --

LEG. TROTTA:
In the Town I live in, we have facilities, we have the places.
We go in and people do it all the time. I don't think we need to
spend a million dollars for --

LEG. HAHN:
We're not spending a million dollars. This is accepting a State
grant of $60,000 to do a feasibility study.

LEG. TROTTA:
The plan in the Capital Budget is 250 and 250 and --

LEG. HAHN:
But that's not for this.

LEG. TROTTA:
Four million.

LEG. HAHN:
That's not what this is about. You know, where the -- which
account the money is going into, if there's already money there, I
don't believe that's for this project. This is for accepting
$60,000 from the State. We got a grant to do this. This is not
our money, this is money the State is giving to help make this
happen.

LEG. TROTTA:
I don't know what we're going to get for $60,000. I want to know
what I'm going to get for $60,000.

LEG. HAHN:
So we just talked -- we just told you that. We answered the
questions --

LEG. TROTTA:
A plan.

LEG. HAHN:
-- about three times. Yes, you have to do a plan.
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LEG. TROTTA:
I literally could go back to my office and start calling the
villages and in two days tell you what the access points are. I
don't know where the $60,000 come from. And I don't want to hire a
consultant to do this and get the same thing that someone could do
in two days. I mean, we have to stop spending.

LEG. HAHN:
I know you think you have a guy, but we can't use your guy, so we
are going to do this the right way.

LEG. TROTTA:
And it's going bankrupt.

LEG. HAHN:
And we're going to reach out to the communities. We're going to --
which is really -- community planning is very important for things
like this and we have to do it right.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Krupski, I think, right?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
(Thumbs up) Thank you. So I think so, too, thanks. So there's
60,000 from the State, which is our money, also, that's for the
plan and for the map, and whatnot. What the -- the 250,000 in the
resolution I'm still unclear, even after all that debate, when that
gets allocated and for -- exactly for what, because the total is
1.4 million. I'm trying to -- is that for our -- is that for our
staffing? Is that for implementation of the actual trail, the
physical access points, or clearing the trails? Or is --

MR. LIPP:
The funding, other than the 60,000, which as Legislator Hahn
stated, that's what -- all this resolution does. But the funding
is for planning, this money. And, also, the 250,000 serial bonds
this year that will be presumably adopted at a later date is also
for planning. But everything is, as of now, are serial bonds in
the budget, with the exception of this.

The only other thing I could add to it is that the Executive Office
decided that it wanted the construction funding deferred in order
to better coincide with their I-Zone initiative, and that included
stuff like, for instance, the BRT buses on Nicolls Road and
Ronkonkoma Hub. So they wanted to like sort of see how that worked
together. So I'd imagine some of the planning might need to be a
little extra to be able to do that, but the Executive Staff would
have to speak to that. I'm not sure what their grand plan is.

And the -- by the way, the primary -- in our budget request for the
Capital Program, the primary department was the Parks Department.
But, as Commissioner -- Sarah said, maybe not Commissioner,
Director, that there are several departments involved.
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LEG. KRUPSKI:
Could I ask -- could I ask that question from either Director
Lansdale or from the County Executive's people? What -- like
what the $60,000 is going to be spent. And I would -- I agree with
Legislator Trotta in that, you know, that information is available,
readily available from other municipalities on preserved land and
open space, where it's appropriate to put trails on, bring the
public on safely, and where we could link those up.

Who's going to -- who is going to do this work? I would encourage
your staff, I know you have a fine staff there, to do that. And I
know when you hire a consultant, they also take up the staff's time
by getting all the information from the staff and using their time
anyway. So I think the staff should probably -- is probably
capable of -- certainly capable of doing that work.

What's the timeline on something like this, if we authorizes
authorize this today? And how does that tie in with the other
capital money and the timeline on your interest in allocating that
and spending that?

DIRECTOR LANSDALE:
So in terms of staffing resources versus consultants, that decision
has not been made at this point. We had Gil Anderson --
Commissioner Anderson and I met with Legislator Hahn a few weeks
ago to review the scope of work that was proposed in the grant
application, and it's under review right now in terms of delegation
of work within the County, using existing staff or a consultant.

In terms of timeline, the next step would be, if this is, you know,
considered and passed by the Legislature today, then it would
authorize the County to enter into a grant agreement and the
contracting process would begin. It's anticipate that this process
will take up to 12 months to 24 months for completion.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
What -- I'm sorry, but that does tie in with the other Capital
Budget items for the grand total of 1.4 million, and I'm not sure.
Like how -- how does that all -- how do you envision the timeline
on spending that money, and for what? I'm looking at the
resolution. I'm trying to sort out -- it's not just the -- if it
was just the 60,000 for the planning and the mapping, I would -- I
would understand that, but there's other monies involved there, and
I'm not sure how they tie in.

MS. HORST:
I mean, we're just accepting and appropriating the 60,000 today,
correct? I think that's just what the resolution -- resolution
calls for. It's not appropriating the rest of the money that's in
the capital project. I'm not sure when we're going to be looking
to move that money forward.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
But the resolution references that, so there must be some sort of
-- I mean, it wasn't just -- I didn't grow there, somebody put it
in there for a reason, right?
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MS. HORST:
But we didn't -- we didn't write the resolution, so I don't know
why. It's Legislator Hahn's legislation. Sorry.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
You see what I'm saying, right? I mean, there's got to be a reason
that it was put in there.

LEG. HAHN:
So I think they were looking, BRO. -- I can't remember who worked
with this. I think they were looking for a place to put the money.

LEG. FLEMING:
It's just amending the overall budget to reflect the overall
budget --

LEG. CILMI:
We can't hear you.

LEG. FLEMING:
-- because the 60,000 is an amendment.

LEG. CILMI:
Can't hear you.

LEG. KENNEDY:
The mic.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
So I understand it's amending the budget, but if it's in the 2017
Capital Budget, there must be some plan for -- this is 2017. There
must be some sort of a plan.

MR. LIPP:
The way the Capital Program works is, presumably, sometime
during -- over the course of this year, the other 250,000 will be
adopted. Otherwise, it would have -- it would go away. And let's
assume it was adopted at the next meeting, for instance. There is
no limit on time, other than there's a five-year rule, that they
could -- in theory, it's just there as a placeholder for them to
spend. And if they start their spending this year, or next year,
or five years down the road, the money is there to be able to be
used for this planning purpose.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay. This bill is just to accept from the State $60,000 for
planning and a map, correct?

LEG. TROTTA:
Not even a map.
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LEG. KENNEDY:
I can -- I can accept that. The questions that everybody has been
asking will come up and be appropriate at the time of when we vote
on appropriating the Capital Budget funds. So is that correct,
Robert?

MR. LIPP:
Yes. I think that the argument here is, looking at the big
picture, this isn't the only amount of spending, that's all.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay. My only request to Economic Development, Parks and DPW is I
think you're all competent individuals and we don't have to
contract this out. Thanks.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Trotta.

LEG. TROTTA:
Kevin first.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator McCaffrey.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Thank you. And I'm just going to ask, and I agree with Legislator
Kennedy, and I was just thinking that maybe the timing is just
right here, because we just hired a new Chief Community Development
Planning Specialist for $108,000 a year, that maybe they could do
this work, which we weren't anticipating doing anyway. So maybe
that would be a good use to put him to defray some of the cost of
his salary, if we were to go do it inhouse. That must have been
the plan.

LEG. TROTTA:
Am I up, DuWayne?

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
To Sarah, I want know, what are we getting for $60,000? You just
made a statement that it's going to take between 12 and 24 months.
They built the Empire State Building in 11 months. What is -- why
does something like this take 12 to 24 months?

DIRECTOR LANSDALE:
Community engagement, engaging all of the user groups.

LEG. TROTTA:
What does that mean? I want to know what that means.

DIRECTOR LANSDALE:
Sure. So it means meetings specifically with civic groups, with
different sports clubs, kayaking, and other groups to get their
input on access points throughout the County.
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LEG. TROTTA:
I mean, I got to tell you, it shouldn't take more than two weeks to
do this. There's ten towns, and the villages, you call them up,
that's where the access points are. I mean, someone in their
backyard, safe to say, isn't going to let a guy put a kayak in, or
have 25 people coming putting kayaks in. You make like a mountain
out of a mole hill. This shouldn't be, you know -- and my concern
is, not so much the 60,000, the 250 to do this and 250 to do that.
I mean, and we have limited -- I believe the County only has two
ocean beaches, has a couple of Sound beaches and a couple of bay
beaches. I mean, I don't see this as a major, major thing, and I
don't want to be spending a $1,400,000 on where we could put kayaks
in. Because when I go to kayak, I go to the place, I put it in the
water and I go. I don't -- I'm having a big problem understanding,
you know, how we take a step and then we're married. Oh, you spent
the 60, now you got to spend the 250, then you have to spend
another 250. I'm missing here. And I'm very concerned that you
say it takes up to 24 months to do this.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
If I may chime in. The 24 months, I mean, just in the process
alone, if we did go and procure a consultant to help us do this
project --

LEG. TROTTA:
You say that. What is the project? What's the project?

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
The project, as I understand it right now, and it hasn't -- and,
again, the feasibility helps -- study helps us flesh out exactly
what the communities want done. So it's going to be taking some
existing plans that are out there for the Blue Water Trail, which
is my understanding is taking -- getting water connection between
different park facilities to be able to -- and as you mentioned,
say kayak, up to a certain area, get out. Beyond that, I really
don't know what to do, but that's what -- you know, you go and you
-- I guess you picnic, or you go and you see what historic site
you're at. It's to develop a plan that people can go from point to
point to point by water and access the various parks that are
available to the towns, the counties and the state.

LEG. TROTTA:
But it took me five seconds to find it. I just Googled it and I
have a list of every access point.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
Every access point where?

LEG. TROTTA:
In Suffolk County. Click on the directions -- directions to where
you go for kayak launching sites. It took me four seconds to do.
That will be $60,000. I mean, here it is, it's right here.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
And that's --
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LEG. TROTTA:
So you can't -- you know, I find it, and the public and the
taxpayers find it, disheartening to say that we have to go through
and spend $60,000 to do what I did in four seconds. Now here's a
list I've broken down, the first one I clicked on, all the access
points in Suffolk County.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
And there is --

LEG. TROTTA:
Including lakes and ponds.

LEG. HAHN:
But it's more than that. It's trails, where you can go, what you
can see. You know, some of our waterways are very dangerous, and
making sure that families that might bring children with them,
making sure that folks who might be paddle boarding or kayaking for
the first time.

LEG. TROTTA:
Like a diamond number, a black diamond?

(*Laughter*)

LEG. HAHN:
Yes. Actually, yes. They --

LEG. TROTTA:
Listen, people get killed every year in my district in the
Nissequogue River.

LEG. HAHN:
I know, and we don't want anymore. I'm sorry, we don't want
anymore.

LEG. TROTTA:
And having a $60,000 study is really not going to do much.

LEG. HAHN:
No. But it's so much -- it's so much more than that.

LEG. TROTTA:
You know, we're broke. Listen, I love this.

LEG. HAHN:
This -- we got a grant.

LEG. TROTTA:
I'm all for it, but we have no money.

LEG. HAHN:
We got a grant to do this.

LEG. TROTTA:
Still taxpayer money.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right. So we have a motion and a second?

MR. RICHBERG:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

LEG. TROTTA:
Opposed.

LEG. CILMI:
Opposed.

MR. RICHBERG:
Fifteen.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I.R. 1020 --

MR. RICHBERG:
Fourteen. (Not Present: Legislator Browning/Absent: Leg. Muratore)

EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1020 - Authorizing the County Executive to execute an
agreement with the Suffolk County Community College, and the
Suffolk County Association of Municipal Employees College White
Collar Bargaining Unit, College Blue Collar Bargaining Unit, and
College Aide Bargaining Unit, covering terms and conditions of
employment for employees for the period of January 1, 2013 through
December 31st, 2016 (Co. Exec.). Just in time.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Calarco.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by the Chair of Education Committee, Legislator Martinez.
On the motion anyone?

LEG. TROTTA:
On the motion. This just mirrors the AME? Can -- Doc Lipp, can
you just give me the percentages?

MR. LIPP:
Right. So this sort of like piggy-backs on the AME contract.
That's the non-college portion of it. And what it does is it goes
through '16. The first two years of this contract goes back to
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2013 and '14, no increase at all there. And in 2015, July 1st,
they would receive 1%. That would be retroactive pay. Another 1%
on December 1st, 2015, and 3% increase, as AME received, in 2016 on
July 1st.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. So it's essentially 5% over four years, about 1.25% a year.
And then there's some give-backs with that?

MR. LIPP:
So the new employees would be hired at a lower starting step, and
they'll be eligible for step increases no sooner than 18 months for
Steps S, or which is a starting step, through Step 6, and then
every 12 months for people that are at Step 7 through 12. So
that's sort of like a lesser amount being given to new hires.

LEG. TROTTA:
So it's essentially the cost of living over that time period with
some minor givebacks?

MR. LIPP:
Approximately, yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
All right. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Anyone else? Okay. Half hour on a $60,000 grant. I'm just
saying.

(*Laughter*)

All right. We have a motion and a second. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

ENVIRONMENT, PLANNING & AGRICULTURE

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I.R. 2123-16 - To reauthorize the Lake Ronkonkoma Advisory
Board (Kennedy). Motion by Legislator Kennedy. Do I have a
second?

LEG. CILMI:
(Raised hand)

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Cilmi. On the motion, Legislator Stern.

LEG. STERN:
Yeah, just very quickly, maybe through the to Legislator Kennedy.
I know that this is something that Comptroller Kennedy had been
working on for some time. I know it's important to you as well.
It's been going for a while. So I guess my question was what are
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some of the things that the Advisory Board has been discussing?
And, at this point, after all these years, is there some kind of
direction on how that's to proceed to protect Lake Ronkonkoma and
the surrounding area?

LEG. KENNEDY:
Well, there are a lot of ideas. We -- our next meeting we will be
meeting with the group that the County Executive chose to start
duck egg oiling. We are also, the Towns of Brookhaven, and the
Town of Islip, along with the County, are in the process of putting
in grants to get nitrogen reduction cesspools. And that we have
already completed, finally removing nine cesspools from the
Bavarian Inn property, which has been causing increasing pollution,
and the last of the oil tanks that was left in there.

There are a tremendous amount of issues that are in the process of
getting started. We are still awaiting a Federal grant that we can
apply for, for street drainage that runs into the lake from two
towns in the County, and diversion of it into appropriate other
places.

The greatest success that this board has had thus far is the
creation of an intermunicipal organization between the Town of
Smithtown, the Town of Islip, and the Town of Brookhaven, and the
County of Suffolk. That alone allows us to apply for Federal and
State grants, which we have been unable to do. We have been
attempting that process for 7 1/2 years, and a year ago the last
town finally signed on.

So we have -- we have discussed much. We have much more to do now,
and now we have the ability to do it. And the County Executive has
jumped on and is assisting progress. So we have a tremendous
amount more to do. The lake has both goose and human feces that
drain into it, among other things, antidepressants,
antihypertensives, many other things we're finding daily in that
lake. So we have a lot of work to do, and we need this
organization, among others, in order to progress.

LEG. CILMI:
If I could just add very, very quickly to that, Mr. Chair, and
Mr. Stern. The -- everything that Leslie described is completely
accurate, and certainly I view the Advisory Board as being very
successful in that regard. But, also, what it's done is it's given
the community in Ronkonkoma an opportunity to come out and discuss
their concerns and their vision for Lake Ronkonkoma in terms of its
sustainability and viability as a resource that the community can
use, so.

And, you know, we had envisioned at some point dissolving this
board when the Intermunicipal organization that Leslie described
came to fruition, and we were -- we were -- we received numerous
requests for the community that we keep it active just for that
purpose, to provide that outlet for input and back-and-forth
discussion between governments, Smithtown, County, Brookhaven and
Islip, and the community, so.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator -- are you finished, Legislator Stern?

LEG. STERN:
No, thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes. I just want to commend Legislator Kennedy, because even
though your description of the Lake makes -- I'm not sure if
Legislator Hahn is going to include it in her Blue Trail System
after that.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes, absolutely (Thumbs up).

(Laughter)

LEG. KENNEDY:
But it's beautiful, thank you.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
But I think, you know, you work there. Involving the community is
a key to getting government to do what the community needs there to
improve the conditions there, and the water quality, and the use of
the Lake, so keep up the good work. Thank you.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. So we have a motion and a second on I.R. 2123-16, All in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Not Present: Legislator McCaffrey/Absent: Legislator
Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1005 - Making a SEQRA determination in connection with the
proposed (CP 5048) Construction and Rehabilitation of Highway
Maintenance Facilities; Centereach (CR 97) Facility Replacement,
Town of Brookhaven (Pres. Off.).

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Calarco, I'll second. On the motion, anyone?
All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Not Present: Legislator McCaffrey/Absent: Legislator
Muratore)
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P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1010 - Accepting and authorizing a New York State Department
of State Grant for the Wetland Restoration Project at Beaver Dam
Creek and amending the 2017 Capital Budget and Program by
appropriating said grant in the amount of $275,000 and matching
funds in the amount of $85,000 in Fund 477 Funds in connection to
Water Quality Protection and Restoration Program (CP 8710) (Co.
Exec.).

LEG. BROWNING:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Hahn.

LEG. BROWNING:
That's the other Legislator.

(Laughter)

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, I'm sorry. Motion by Legislator Browning.

LEG. CILMI:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Cilmi. You raised your voice a little bit.
Anyone on the motion? No? Okay. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Not Present: Legislator McCaffrey/Absent: Legislator
Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1011 - Authorizing the County to negotiate and enter into an
Agreement with the Post Morrow Foundation to allow for access
through its property to access County-owned property in order to
conduct a Wetlands Restoration Project (Co. Exec.).

LEG. BROWNING:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Browning.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KENNEDY:
On the motion.
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P.O. GREGORY:
On the motion, Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Al, perhaps you know. Do we own the farmland rights to this Post
Morrow property?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
I believe we do, but I'll let the Commissioner answer that, because
I think he's in the middle of the negotiations.

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
There are two separate parcels. One of them we do, and the second
we do not. The one with the road on it that would be accessing the
site we have the rights to. They'll be putting a gate on the
property of the other parcel that we don't own, and that's what
this is allowing us to do.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Are we in negotiations? I assume we will buy the gate; is that --

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
Correct, we're putting it up, yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
And do they want rental money, is that --

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
No.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Driving back and forth?

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
No.

LEG. KENNEDY:
So it's --

COMMISSIONER BERDOLT:
It's just an access for future, after this, all -- for access
during the restoration, and then for future access, if we need to
do any maintenance of the properties later on.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Anyone else. Okay. We have a motion and a second. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I.R. 1022 - Accepting and appropriating funds from the
Empire State Development Grant Program, Water Quality Improvement
Project Program in the amount of $2,262,910, and amending the 2017
Capital Budget and Program for the Mud Creek Watershed Aquatic
Ecosystem Restoration Project (CP 8736) (Co. Exec.).

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Calarco.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Krupski. Anyone on the motion? All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1022A, bond resolution, same motion, same second. Roll call.

(Roll Call by Mr. Richberg, Clerk of the Legislature)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.
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LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent)

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, PERSONNEL, INFORMATION TECH & HOUSING

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1000 - Appropriating funds in connection with the Suffolk
County Financial Management System (CP 1782) (McCaffrey).

LEG. CILMI:
Kevin.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Yes. Oh, yes, motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator McCaffrey.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Did someone say second?

LEG. CILMI:
Leslie.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, okay. Second by Legislator Kennedy. On the motion, anyone?
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LEG. TROTTA:
This is the County Comptroller's computerized upgrade?

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay.

P.O. GREGORY:
Anyone? Oh, Legislator Hahn.

LEG. HAHN:
Yeah. So is the folks from I.T. here? Oh, the Comptroller is
here. I just had some questions in committee that I'd like to
repeat here on the record. And I know -- you know, I'm going to
preface this with I know this is long overdue and much needed, as
expressed by multiple Budget Directors, multiple Budget Review
Office probably reports and staff, and multiple County Executives
over the years, that the software, or whatever, what we're using is
past it's prime, to say the least. However, you have before us,
you know, a request for some funds to buy a product without -- you
know, without -- it concerns me that we don't have the details of
what the annual maintenance will be. And we're talking here, you
know, not in the $5,000 range, but we're talking in the hundreds of
thousands of dollar range.

And to commit to something where we don't yet have the numbers on
what the annual cost is going to be, for which could be 15 years
worth of annual costs, if we hopefully don't do what we did in the
past, you know, is concerning. And, also -- well, I'll let you
speak to that and then I might have another question.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Good morning, Legislator. Yes, thank you. And so let's go right
to the specifics as far as maintenance.

And let me just clarify, if I can, beforehand. What is being
negotiated at this point is acquisition of the current version of
the IFMS software, the financial backbone software. We operate on
version 3.5 today. What is -- that is an unsupported version of
the software. What is actually utilized by governments, and
primarily governments, it's municipal software, is version 3.11.
We are six versions out of compliance.

When we have a problem, as we just have had, with an issue
creating, if you will, negative encumbrances, it's an impossibility
for the vendor to actually provide us with a remedy, and they have
to recreate an outdated version of software to attempt to provide
us a fix.

So it is not an issue of is this the right thing to do, is it the
prudent thing to do. The issue is this system will collapse as it
is now, and it will make it impossible for us to transact or to do
any of the things that this body has just adopted, even in this
meeting.
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We are in contract for maintenance costs on this on an annual basis
through December 31st of 2018. In the '18 year, the cost is
405,000, $405,932, I believe. We have gotten quotes going forward
for annual maintenance on the upgraded version that go in
iterations. Six percent if we were to go year by year, 5% if we
were to make a three-year commitment, and 3% if we were to make a
ten-year commitment. That is predicated on the existing software
package we have today, accounts payable, accounts receivable,
general aggregation and compilation. If we add an additional piece
of software, which I've spoken to everybody about, the vendor
self-service, there may be an additional expense that I.T. has
spoken to as well, in the neighborhood of possibly 20,000, 25,000 a
year.

So it is a fixed amount, it is not undetermined at all. As a
matter of fact, if we simply apply the mathematics to 405,000, it's
our choice.

LEG. HAHN:
No.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Six percent --

LEG. HAHN:
You don't have a contract.

LEG. KENNEDY:
-- 3% or 1%.

LEG. HAHN:
You don't have a contract to that effect.

LEG. KENNEDY:
We have a contract that runs through December of '18. What's being
negotiated for the upgrade includes that menu associated with the
maintenance expense.

LEG. HAHN:
Right. So you're still negotiating the contract for the
maintenance of the new product --

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
-- from a company that has not met expectations, has been
problematic for the entire life of the current software that you're
talking about, and is offering what I would in some cases consider
potentially a too-good-to-be-true offer, if you're really telling
me that if you went somewhere else, it would cost $20 million to
get what we're only paying $2.5 million for, which always worries
me when people say that. So what -- you know, what are they
cutting corners on? Where are the problems going to be? Where are
the hidden costs going to be? And are we going to turn around and
have to throw away this two -- you know, are we throwing good money
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after bad going with this same vendor? And, you know, I think
these are just legitimate questions that we needed to have answered
on the record, you know.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Absolutely, absolutely. I -- we have vetted, as I had explained to
you when we were here previously at committee, and even last year,
when we were at the Capital Budget hearings. We have vetted a
number of other alternative pieces of software out there. That's
where we had the range of the higher cost.

And let me be candid with you, that, in my opinion, it is somewhat
disingenuous to just blame the software provider. My
understanding, in talking with the staff there, and some of the
business decisions that had been previously made, we chose not to
purchase the upgrades. There's an expense associated with that.
So, as I said, if I buy a new car and I don't maintain it, sooner
or later it won't run. It's a mutual obligation on the part of the
vendor to furnish a tool that's a workable tool, but the purchaser
to maintain that tool and to keep it operational and upgradable.
They didn't do that.

LEG. HAHN:
So the $400,000 a year for maintenance includes upgrades over those
ten years?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
The main -- my understanding, in discussing where we had gone
previously, was that there would be some operational expense
associated with staff doing the upgrades, loading and training.
That we never chose to exercise or to incur.

LEG. HAHN:
No. But in the future, our costs -- because, you know, we're going
to invest in this product --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
-- which we need to -- you know, we need to replace what is
existing.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Absolutely.

LEG. HAHN:
No one's questioning that. But I just want to know -- we're
talking big dollars here. We're not talking stamps, we're talking
big dollars.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Yes.
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LEG. HAHN:
And maintenance at $400,000 (laughter) -- maintenance at $400,000 a
year.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
With a 5% increase every year. Will there also be upgrade costs,
and how often, and how much will those be? Are those set now in
the -- when you're negotiating the contract, do you set what the
upgrades will be? Because we don't want to not service the car,
right?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
No. As a matter of fact, quite the opposite.

LEG. HAHN:
We want to make sure -- we need to know what it's going to --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
We want to keep it well maintained.

LEG. HAHN:
Exactly. We want to get every upgrade, so that we --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Well --

LEG. HAHN:
You know, so what does that cost, and is it worked into what you
negotiate?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
There are some known expenses coming forward. But what I will do
is I think I'm going to ask Commissioner Mastellon to speak to some
of this as well. I can speak to you about the need on the
substantive side. He can speak to you about the I.T. piece and
keeping the product current and operational. Commissioner.

LEG. HAHN:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Lindsay.

MR. NOLAN:
He's calling up the Commissioner.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, I'm sorry.

LEG. HAHN:
Yeah. I think he was bringing him up to answer my question.
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COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
So as far as the ability to continue upgrades, or to do upgrades in
the future, we are looking to appropriately staff our units here
within I.T. with the necessary skills to allow us to have the
ability to do upgrades in the future.

In the past, our skill set with regards to our ability to upgrade
was -- wasn't where it needed to be, and we are now relying on the
vendor to support some of the upgrades. So my goal is to -- is to
bring additional skill sets, you know, with existing staff to
support future upgrades in such a way we've actually reached out to
other municipalities that are using the product in the local area
to understand how they're staffed to support the upgrades. And
they've had success in doing upgrades on their own and minimizing
the expense required to contract with the vendor to do the specific
upgrades.

LEG. HAHN:
And what will that cost us? Do we need to hire more staff people,
or do we need to spend money on training, or, you know, is it
continuing education kind of thing, or is it send them for
week-long trainings? What is it?

COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
All of the above. I mean, what I want to focus on initially is our
own staff and training our staff to effectively support that,
leveraging other staff in different -- in different municipalities
to help us get to where we need to be, as well as any type of
continuing education and/or external, you know, type of training
materials, absolutely.

LEG. HAHN:
Yeah, and I'm completely supportive. I think that, you know,
there's no question that government needs to move along with the
times, and we are heading into times where, clearly, everything
tech and computer software oriented is where we need to be, whether
it's just communicating with our residents and constituents when
they have problems, to our transparency work, to just running the
agencies. But it's important that we know all the costs to
something, you know, not just, you know, the cost of the license,
or whatever. There's underlying staffing costs to support this,
and that's got to be part of -- I don't know if that was written
into the Fiscal Impact Statement that Budget Review Office gave us,
but there are clearly a whole host of other costs here that we just
have to have our eyes wide open on.

So you're saying we won't need to do -- this is where now I'm just
-- I'm out of my -- what I know, right, or we maybe passed that a
while ago. But is there a license for each user? Is there -- I
know that you said 500 users, 1,000 users, whatever it is. Is
there a license that has to be up -- renewed every year, or are
there -- when you say it's upgraded, do you buy a whole slew of
licenses, or does it not have anything to do with licenses?
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COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
No, it certainly has to do with licenses. We have what's called an
enterprises agreement license that allows us the ability to have an
unlimited number of users to access the system itself. So we
purchased that a number of years ago. We pay maintenance on that.
That maintenance that we pay affords us the opportunity to upgrade,
to have the license entitlement to the next release of the
software. So we don't have to redeploy licenses, per se. We
already have all the effective licenses for all users within the
County to use this. So what we're doing is simply upgrading the
software and then redistributing it out to the users with training,
but with no additional licensing required.

LEG. HAHN:
So one more time. I'll ask it one more way, just to make sure I
understand. When you upgrade, is there a payment that has to get
made?

COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
There's a payment for with what we're asking for here, only from
the -- to actually perform the upgrade, to have the consultants to
come in and support that upgrade. There's no additional payments
outside of what we're requesting as part of this Capital Program to
go ahead. We're not going to need an additional payment on top of
the maintenance agreements, anything along those lines.

LEG. HAHN:
Okay, good. Yeah, that's kind of what I was getting at. Like in
addition to the $405,000 a year, plus 5% a year, will there then
be, you know, every two years an upgrade cost that we don't --

COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
The only time that we would be -- basically, additional dollars
would be, or additional money would be brought forth, if we
purchased additional stuff. So if I decided -- we decided we
wanted to buy another piece of software.

LEG. HAHN:
The bells and whistles that might be extra.

COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
Exactly. And with a purchase such as that, say we spend "X" amount
of dollars, there would be additional maintenance that would get
tacked onto that $400,000. But it's -- you know, again, we're not
talking hundreds of thousands here from a maintenance standpoint.

LEG. HAHN:
And do you have any kind of guesstimate on the training and
staffing cost that will be associated with this?

COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
Well, as I mentioned, we're looking to leverage existing staff at
this point in time and utilize resources, not -- we're going to
take this opportunity, the upgrade opportunity to learn as much as
possible from the consultants that are coming in, the vendor, CGI
coming in to do this, so that we could become proficient with the



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

11:40AM

11:40AM

11:41AM

11:41AM

11:41AM

* Index Included at End of Transcript 55

software to the best of our ability. They're going to help us
learn and become experts, if you will, in this software. And
throughout that process, we'll identify whether or not there needs
to be additional potential training and/or resources.

At this point in time, it's difficult for me to say until we can
get a better handle on, you know, the specifics as it relates to
this whole implementation and this upgrade. But I feel confident
in my staff and their ability to take on this responsibility, and
to learn, and to become proficient in the software itself.

LEG. HAHN:
Now what kind of turnover do you have in your department? Do you
have an expectation of large number of retirements any time soon,
if we invest in a whole bunch of folks that are out the door soon
anyway?

COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
Yeah, no question. I have a significant amount of retirement
eligible individuals, some of which that are ultimately be part of
the team, but then again, that's part of my job, is to ensure that
there ultimately is a backfill associated with those individuals,
you know, as they look to leave. So it certainly is a concern, and
I have my eye on that, looking to ensure that we have the adequate
resources. This is a big deal.

LEG. HAHN:
Yeah. No. And we recognize that, and I just, you know, want to be
asking the questions, making sure we're in this eyes wide open.
Thank you for all your work.

COMMISSIONER MASTELLON:
No problem.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Legislator Lindsay.

LEG. LINDSAY:
My question was for the Comptroller. Good morning,
Mr. Comptroller. How are you?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Good. Good, Legislator Lindsay. How are you today?

LEG. LINDSAY:
I'm doing well, thanks.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Good.

LEG. LINDSAY:
I appreciate all your questions that you answered for us at
committee. I just had a question after we left committee.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Sure.
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LEG. LINDSAY:
In regards to the new software system, will it allow you to have
more automation and streamline some of your processes?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Absolutely, absolutely. It is -- the gains are immeasurable, if
you will. First of all, we will have a piece of software that is
now operational and resilient. As we had laid out to you eight to
ten months ago, among the many challenges with this system, short
of the fact of being on imminent collapse, is the extended periods
of time when it is down, unusable, and inoperational. Simple entry
of vouchers for processing and purchase can't be done for hours at
a time because the system is down. And the system goes down for
almost any reason. A hiccup, a sneeze, bad weather, you name it,
the system goes down.

With the upgrades and the resiliency we are going to have the
ability to, A, first of all, as I had said, do electronic payment.
I can buy a product from China on this and have it drop-shipped in
48 hours. But with our financial backbone, the only thing we can
do is do a hard cut check. Even when vendors want electronic
payment, we cannot accommodate them. We can't even accommodate our
retirees that we do the Medicare supplement on, because the system
won't take an electronic payment. It is one of the most
inefficient, arcane, inept systems that anybody's ever had to use.
The fact that we can simply do electronic transfer will expedite
time, provide an accommodation to the vendor and procurement
community, and, candidly, allow our support staff to do more. They
will be more productive, and, in fact, will have a greater output
in a given day, hence, giving us the ability to control head count.

LEG. LINDSAY:
I appreciate that, and that was the take-away I had after our back
and forth in committee on Wednesday. My question would be, then,
can you quantify that, how many hours you'll be able to gain, how
many staffers, whatever quantification --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
We will, we will. And, as a matter of fact, as we go through the
upgrade process, that is a whole separate category we've identified
with our project manager. This is not something that's simply
being input in Audit and Control, but it actually goes right down
into all 26 departments.

Our largest user, 114 licenses, is DPW. The Commissioner and I
frequently talk about queries for payments, and we're not talking
stamps or small payments. Multiple million of dollars for things
like Bergen Point's upgrade, for things like the software for the
planning and design for the Southwest Sewer initiatives. All of
them that are employing hundreds of our tradesmen, who actually
can't get paid because the vendors can't get paid by us, because
the vouchers can't get processed, because they're locked up in
departments before they get to us, it will expedite all of that.

LEG. LINDSAY:
I understand all that, but is there any -- is there a dollar
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amount, or a number of hours, or number of employees you can
quantify what this -- what this software would save you?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
I believe what we did do last summer is we gave something in the
estimate of thousands of hours that we had that were -- the system
was unavailable, and in that, probably about 100, 150,000 at least
of salary that was being expended for a function that couldn't be
done. Right there you get a savings that approaches there. In
addition, you know, if we take an account clerk, an account clerk's
going at 45 grand a year, 1,950 hours. If we have one account
clerk, then now, with the new system, can double the productivity,
there's the measurable savings there.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Do you have any -- I know you're not planning to lay anybody off
because of this system, but do you have --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Absolutely not.

LEG. LINDSAY:
-- any openings that might not need to be filled because of this?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
What will happen, Legislator Lindsay, is -- and this body has been
generous with me, but they've also been very cognizant of my
external head count. We will begin to migrate function from what
may previously have been simple voucher production to things that
go more towards sales tax enforcement, hotel-motel, audit function,
audit support. I got a list a mile long of things that folks want
me to do every day, there's no shortage. It's simply how I deploy
the staff that you've given me to accomplish those objectives.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Okay. Thank you.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
You're welcome.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, Legislator Anker.

LEG. ANKER:
I have a question. Again, the name of the company that we're going
to work with is CGI; is that correct?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
What does that stand for?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
What does CGI stand for? It's a Canadian conglomerate. It
previously was AMS. I'd have to look it up. I know them by the
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acronym.

LEG. ANKER:
And there's no way we could have found an American company to work
with?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
The original entity, AMS, I believe was an American-based firm. It
was acquired by CGI, which actually provides functions and services
across the board.

Again, Legislator Anker, part of what the decision-making was here
was to invest in a product that when first deployed actually was
quite an effective and efficient product. But because of our
unwillingness to go ahead and maintain it and upgrade it, it had
seriously lapsed in its degree of effectiveness. However, with a
comparatively -- I don't want to minimize $2 1/2 million, that's a
lot of money, but when you compare ten times that for an outright
acquisition, it was a recognition of trying to get the best that we
could for the amount of dollars that would be deemed prudent and
efficient.

LEG. ANKER:
And, again, I just want to voice my concern over contracts,
because, again, I'm looking them up and Massachusetts Health
Connector paid $35 million to CGI to sever its contract, and this
deals with, I guess, a website, you know. And, again, there's -- I
just want to make sure that we are fully aware of what we're
getting ourselves into, that you're very comfortable --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Nassau County invested 20 million in PeopleSoft and they're still
not up yet. I'm very mindful of that. Thank you.

LEG. ANKER:
Okay. And as far as, you know, working with this company, how long
have we worked with this company? Have we worked with them before
in prior years?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Fourteen years. They have been since -- well, actually, I'm sorry.
The current version is 2004, but the original version goes all the
way back to 1996 or '7. I had left the County Executive's Office
at that point and was out with the County Clerk, but at that point,
I believe it was then County Executive Gaffney had brought the
prior version of the product out in the first instance.

LEG. ANKER:
And how many years do you see the County working with this company?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
My sense is, and, again, I can only speak to you about what my
experience has been for the time that I have been there, what I'm
told is that there was very little interaction, very little query,
or very little input. Since I've been in office since January of
'15, we physically had the company to our offices onsite here in



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

11:50AM

11:51AM

11:51AM

11:51AM

11:52AM

* Index Included at End of Transcript 59

Suffolk County probably -- where's Scott? Probably at least a half
dozen times, I believe. We do biweekly phone conferences. We have
for the first time in probably the last ten years sent three of our
key staff for a regional training conference down in Baltimore, and
we are already planning for their attendance next year for the
annual conference.

There is also a regional users group. Westchester uses this
software. City of New York has several of their departments on it.
And so users meet quarterly to talk about some of the issues that
they're experiencing, some of the upgrades they'd like to see.
We've now enrolled and participated in it.

You know, it's the old adage in life, you get what you invest, and
so we are now invested. And my sense is as long as we continue to
get some positive response from them, and we accomplish what we
need on behalf of the municipal corporation, we're going to
continue to work with them.

LEG. ANKER:
And the County Exec's Office is good, good to go with this company,
Katie?

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Katie?

MS. HORST:
I've spoken with our Budget Director and she says that it's
necessary.

LEG. ANKER:
Okay. Again, I want to thank you, Comptroller Kennedy, for your
work with upgrading the system, because I know, you know, being the
former Chair of Information Technology, we struggled --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
-- to upgrade. And, you know, it's nice to see that, you know,
you're working towards doing that in a very positive way. But,
again, I just want to stress my concerns of, you know, once we
commit to a contract, let's -- you know, we can check the fine
print and make sure that we're not, you know, connected to it to a
point where we cannot break free. You know, because, like I think
Legislator Hahn mentioned, that what will be happening is that
we're going to be trained by this company to try to do some of the
work ourselves so we can save money.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
But, you know, again, that concerns me, because, usually, if a
business or corporation, they're always looking for the bottom line
of making money. And, you know, whether it's, you know, Apple
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Technology or Microsoft, there always seems to be a catch,
something to kind of keep you in the -- you know, keep you hanging
on, so --

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
We'll keep vigilant.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes, please. That would be very much appreciated. Thank you.

COMPTROLLER KENNEDY:
Okay. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right. So we have a motion and a second on -- I forgot
what I was on (laughter). I.R. 1,000. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Fifteen.

LEG. D'AMARO:
I'm here.

MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Not Present: Legislator Spencer/Absent: Legislator
Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I.R. 1000A, bond resolution, same motion, same second. Roll
call.

(Roll Call by Mr. Richberg, Clerk of the Legislature)

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
(Not Present)

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.
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LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent)

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

HEALTH

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I.R. 2124-16 - Appoint member to the 5 & 5 Education and
Effectiveness Working Group (Adrienne Esposito) (Spencer). Motion
by Legislator Spencer.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Calarco. I guess on the motion, if I may, to
Legislator Spencer. I was following some of the events yesterday
in the State Legislature with the Senate, I guess, banning -- I
know the Assembly is considering.
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LEG. D'AMARO:
It's coming.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, the Assembly passed it?

LEG. D'AMARO:
No, it's coming.

P.O. GREGORY:
It's coming. Yeah, they haven't passed it yet, because I was on
the phone with Assemblywoman Jean-Pierre last night, probably about
11 o'clock, because she had some questions about it. Can -- do you
have any idea how that may -- is there any forthcoming -- I know
that legislation specifically targeted New York City, but is there
any forthcoming legislation to do an all right suspension through
the state, or any thoughts on that?

LEG. SPENCER:
There is. This particular legislation would only impact the City,
and it would obviously have some impact on our legislation moving
forward, but it wouldn't directly prohibit it. There is some
discussion of some legislation specifically addressing counties,
and the Working Group has taken this on.

And with these appointments, you'll see, following Adrienne
Esposito, Jay Peltz, he was someone that's been before this
Legislature that represents the industry, and so we have union
interests represented, environmental interests. And we're
following the events that's occurring on the statewide level to
make sure that whatever we're working on and we'll implement will
be rolled out as smoothly as possible.

P.O. GREGORY:
Now can you -- so New York City just has the nickel charge, not for
plastic, right, it's not -- or is it the ban? I forget.

LEG. SPENCER:
They have a 5 cent -- they have a 5 cent fee also, just like ours.

P.O. GREGORY:
Right. But they don't have it for paper, right, just for plastic?

LEG. SPENCER:
For both.

P.O. GREGORY:
The same as us?

LEG. SPENCER:
The same as us.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, okay.
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LEG. SPENCER:
Same as us. And, actually, their implementation has been deferred,
it's been postponed.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Now --

LEG. SPENCER:
It was supposed to go into effect on February 15th and then that
has been postponed.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Now a question that was asked to me, and I wanted to get an
update, if there is any, on the monies that are collected. Is
there a special fund that's going to be established? Are we
working on that? Have there -- conversations that have been had
to -- with State Legislature or the Governor's Office to establish
a fund?

LEG. SPENCER:
There's conversation with the State, but the State's also
considering actually prohibiting the fee in and of itself. So
there's multiple levels of conversation. But as far as the -- a
purview of this body, we don't have the ability to capture that.
We can lobby to try to do something.

P.O. GREGORY:
Right. And that's why -- because at least the limited
conversations I had yesterday, one of the concerns was specifically
where the money was going, and that it was going to the -- to
grocers and not to an environmental fund or to the County for
environmental purposes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Sure. I mean, I think that's a valid argument in looking at some
place that's equitable, because this will have some economic
burden, although it's a deterrent and ultimately providing an
environmental impact and strongly supported by a lot of
constituents. They're -- we're making a lot of the concessions and
negotiations to get everyone on the same place. It's -- the
concern was other grocers seeing a large windfall, and there's
going to be some costs that they incur to implement this. So
looking for something that's fair and equitable is really what I'm
trying to pursue.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right. All right. So we have a motion and a second on
I.R. 2124-16.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Can I just --

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, I'm sorry. Legislator D'Amaro.
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LEG. D'AMARO:
Also a question of the sponsor. This bill, was this committee
created by your original legislation?

LEG. SPENCER:
No. There was the companion educational bill and that established
a Working Group. And the Working Group had its first meeting,
actually, last week. We have the minutes from that particular
meeting. It actually was quite a productive meeting, and to have
everyone kind of on the same page with a plan moving forward.

LEG. D'AMARO:
But -- I'm sorry. So the answer was no, that this is a separate --

LEG. SPENCER:
This was a separate resolution.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Oh, I apologize. So the notes I'm looking at say that this group
is also going to study the implementation of the law and report
back to the Legislature; is that correct?

LEG. SPENCER:
That is correct. They're looking at parameters to be able to
measure current use, and they're also looking at ways to implement
the legislation with as little disruption to the public, to the
cashiers who are going to be on the front line, to make sure that
there's plenty of notice, education alternatives, and then they're
also going to measure the impact after the 5 and 5 goes into effect
to see if it's working. And at a future date, depending on the
results of what this Working Group finds, it will allow us to
adjust the legislation appropriately.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yeah. That leads me to the issue in my mind, is, you know, are you
comfortable with the fact that Adrienne Esposito was a fierce
advocate for the fee, and then expecting this group to come back
and give an opinion as to its impact and unintended consequences,
and give -- are you confident that you're going to get some kind of
impartial analysis of this legislation, or is it just going to be
the industry supporting it's position once again?

LEG. SPENCER:
Well, I took the staunchest defender, and I took of each side the
staunchest opponent and defender and had them agree to work on this
Working Group. So I think there is a counterbalance there, and
neither one of them are shy. Both personalities are kind of, and
both positions are being kind of equally balanced. And so far,
it's been a very productive conversation.

LEG. D'AMARO:
So put them in a room and let them duke it out, so to speak.

(*Laughter*)

Who is the fierce opponent of the fee?
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LEG. SPENCER:
I think Jay Peltz.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Uh-huh. And how many members on the committee?

LEG. SPENCER:
Seven.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Seven members. And who are the other appointees? Are we doing all
of them today?

LEG. SPENCER:
Some of them -- no. Some of the appointees didn't require
resolutions, because they were given to like the County Executive
and other -- Health Department and other organizations.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Does the legislation make -- provide that there can be a majority
report and a minority report from this committee, or is that up to
them to decide?

LEG. SPENCER:
That's up to them to decide. And I share your concerns as far as
just getting everyone in the room and -- but I think that everyone
has kind of come to the table with a mindset to seek productive
common ground. So I hope that that lasts, but so far we're off to
a good start.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Measuring the impact of the 5 cent -- we're 5 cents, also, right?

LEG. SPENCER:
Uh-huh.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Five sent fee and the impact on the environment, those are --

LEG. SPENCER:
Subjective.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Well --

LEG. SPENCER:
To say the least.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Well, you can have objective criteria, and I guess it can be done
scientifically, but I'm just wondering if this committee will have
the resources available to it to do and create a work product that
you could actually rely on. This is a very, very, very big issue.
It has to be measured countywide, and I'm sure there's a lot of
nuance that goes into measuring the impact of this type of
legislation. And I assume the committee has no budget and they
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have no other expertise to tap into other than what they bring to
the table themselves. So I'm not quite sure, you know, if the --
my concern is, you know, how reliable will the end product actually
be if it has no resources, it doesn't have -- it doesn't have
independent analysis being made, and things like that.

So it doesn't hurt to do a study, don't get me wrong, but, you
know, I find, even in the Legislature here, you know, we want to
measure impacts. We don't have the tools available to us either or
the funding to really do this type of study for three years and
figure out -- you know, we went ahead and changed the law with
respect to these plastic bags, and what impact is that really
having on people who can ill afford to pay the fee, or who don't
bring their bags to the supermarket, and unintended consequences,
and I'm not quite sure how this committee is going to proceed and
come up with a reliable conclusion.

LEG. SPENCER:
Sure, and that's -- your remarks were actually similar to the
opening remarks in the Working Group, the garbage in, garbage out.
And so if you're looking at it depending, you know, with one
without a reliable scientific method or reliable assumptions, then
you're going to get unreliable results, as I know. But one of the
things, as we've discussed, one, there is a template from other
municipalities that have done that we're analyzing. Two, each of
the organizations, the representatives on this particular board do
-- are part of larger organizations with resources. And we have
reached out to our academic institutions, the statistician from
Stony Brook University, that is -- kind of will help us out,
organizations, Keep Islip Clean, Operation Splash, Coastal Storage,
Matt Miner with Waste Management, the Littoral Society, using
interns that are doing academic work that will all have an intense
interest in helping us get to a reliable conclusion.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Okay. Legislator Spencer, thank you for your answers. I
appreciate that you appreciate my concerns.

LEG. SPENCER:
Thank you.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right. So we have a motion and a second. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I.R. 2125-16 - Appoint member to the 5 & 5 Education and
Effectiveness Working Group (Jay Peltz) (Spencer). Same motion.
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LEG. SPENCER:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Same motion, same second. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 2131-16 - Approving the reappointment of Patricia Bishop-Kelly
as a member of the Suffolk County Board of Health (Spencer).
Motion by Legislator Spencer, I'll second. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 2132-16 - Approving the appointment of Erin McGintee, Dr. Erin
McGintee, as a member of the Suffolk County Board of Health
(Fleming). Motion by Legislator Fleming.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Krupski. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

LEG. FLEMING:
On the motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, sorry.

LEG. FLEMING:
At the request of a fellow Legislator, I just wanted to note for
the public's benefit, we're very excited about the fact that
Dr. McGintee is willing to step up and serve on the Board of
Health. For the first time we're going to have a medical
professional focused on -- I mean, in this particular body, focused
on the public health crisis that we have on the East End, which is
the tick-borne illnesses. Dr. McGintee --

LEG. HAHN:
(Spoke off of mic).

LEG. FLEMING:
Well, right, exactly. And I'm sorry, Legislator Hahn mentioned
that it is all over Suffolk County. And, you know, I'm so
appreciative of the County Executive's support of this, the
Legislators' support of this effort, because I think Suffolk County
can really become almost a beacon. I think that we do have the
opportunity, based on the expertise and the public awareness that
is really beginning to develop, to become a place that folks look
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to, not only in New York State, but all over the nation, for a
county that has figured out how to get its tick population under
control.

Dr. McGintee specializes -- she's an -- I mean, an Immunologist and
an Allergist, but she specializes in part in a -- an allergy, a
meat allergy that is the re -- that is a repercussion of having
been bitten by the Long Star Tick larvae. It sounds really exotic
and strange, but it's actually hundreds and hundreds of patients
that she sees, and it's -- assuming that is more and more of a
threat. So very excited that she's willing to step up and lend
that expertise, and I appreciate the support of the Legislature for
our efforts.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

PARKS & RECREATION

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I.R. 1953-16 - Directing the Department of Parks, Recreation
and Conservation to address illegal dumping in County Parks (Pres.
Off.). I make a motion to approve, second by Legislator Calarco.
On the motion, anyone? All in -- Legislator McCaffrey.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Mr. Presiding Officer, is this your bill that we talked about in
committee?

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
As I said, my only concern, I just want to reiterate again, is the
fact that the 120-day requirement for them to produce a plan and
survey all the areas in the time in which they're trying to prepare
the parklands and for the opening of the spring and summer season.
That's my only concern. I think we need to do whatever we need to
do to make sure this dumping -- I think it's the requirement of
that 120 days and come up with a plan will be taking away from the
resources that they need to, and they're limited resources right
now, to get our parks open in time. So that's my only concern.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
But I do support the initiative.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Anyone else? Okay. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?
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MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Not Present: Legislator Spencer/Absent: Legislator
Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Ten -- 1004 - Establishing a Parks Watch Program for County
Parkland (Hahn). Motion by Legislator Hahn, second by Legislator
Anker. On the motion? Legislator McCaffrey.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
On the motion. Once again, we spoke about that in Parks. And I
agree with a lot of the initiatives we spoke about, which is the
website, emailing, social media, etcetera. My concern is the
additional expense that we may be incurring based on the way the
resolution is proposed, that they -- Parks may be required to do a
mailing based on GIS in those areas. And I am not sure that I
would like to be supportive of that initiative. It's going to cost
the mailing, developing a list, and, once again, taking away the
resources from the Parks Department.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes. I just want to thank the sponsors of both these bills. I
think because we have so much parkland and open space in the
County, we're really ripe for illegal dumping. And the more you
involve the community's focus on this, especially a community watch
group, I think that's a very good -- a very good way to go.
Usually it's the people who live nearest parks who are the ones who
are going to use those particular parks, and they're going to take
ownership of it and keep an eye on it. So thank you for that
effort.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Martinez.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Sorry. Just a quick question as far as the phone calls being made.
Can someone call and remain anonymous? Only the reason why I ask
is, obviously, I had a major dumping scandal in my district and
many individuals were afraid to call it in due to fear of
retributions or anything of that nature. So would this allow
individuals to call in anonymously?

P.O. GREGORY:
Sure. We're asking the Parks Department to come up with a means
for them to receive telephone complaints, and, certainly, you know,
I think it's -- the emphasis is on finding locations of where there
have been potential dumping, not necessarily to identify those who
are reporting it, so, yeah, absolutely.

LEG. TROTTA:
DuWayne, I think the message should be call the police, because if
you call anybody else, they're not going to get there. Call the
police. It doesn't get any gmore simple than that, and you can
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call the police anonymously.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Hahn.

LEG. HAHN:
Obviously, dumping is a crime. If you see it in progress, you call
911, you know, but that's -- that will be part of the message that
we have to get out there, is not everybody catches the folks in the
act. Sometimes they see -- you know, it's found out after the fact
and we need to be alerted of it. Just the -- just the thought,
just the knowledge that everyone adjacent to the park, that the
neighbors are watching, could help to deter. And we've also, you
know, partnered with the Suffolk County Police to bring cameras
into the parks. So we certainly -- eyes and ears are going to be
on our parks and that's what this is all about, making sure that
the communities know it, communities are watching out for it, and
that the potential dumpers know it. And if they could be
discouraged, that's the best case scenario.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right. So we have a motion -- oh, sorry, Legislator
Anker.

LEG. ANKER:
And, also, I want to stress the most important is that it's keeping
our residents safe. You know, from these two resolutions,
protecting our parks, came the idea of putting cameras in the parks
to create a safer, more vigilant type of environment. And, you
know, the amount of money, you mentioned as far as investing in
whether it's a website or whatever the employees from the Parks
Department will have to put in, how about the amount of money we
pay for the vandalism? How about the amount of money we pay in
remediating these sites that have been dumped on with toxic
chemicals and asbestos and lead? You know, so this is -- it is a
small investment to address a larger problem, and that problem is
illegal dumping, vandalism, graffiti, and just keeping our parks
safe.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right. We have a motion and a second. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
All right, great. Congratulations.

LEG. HAHN:
Thank you.

PUBLIC SAFETY
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P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1019 - Accepting and appropriating a grant in the amount of
$133,233 from the New York State Division of Criminal Justice
Services for the Suffolk County Police Department's 2017 Motor
Vehicle Theft and Insurance Fraud (MVTIF) Prevention Program with
80% support (Co. Exec.).

LEG. STERN:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Stern.

LEG. BROWNING:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Browning. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

PUBLIC WORKS,TRANSPORTATION & ENERGY

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 2120-16 - Authorizing execution of an agreement by the
Administrative Head of Suffolk County Sewer District No. 14 -
Parkland and Brightview at Sayville (IS-1694) (Co. Exec.). Motion
by Legislator --

LEG. LINDSAY:
(Raised hand)

P.O. GREGORY:
-- Lindsay, second. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

LEG. LINDSAY:
Jason, cosponsor.

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 2121-16 - Authorizing execution of an agreement by the
Administrative Head of Suffolk County Sewer District No. 11 -
Selden and Heatherwood Golf (BR-1666) (Co. Exec.).

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Calarco, I'll second. All in -- on the
motion, Legislator Hahn?
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LEG. HAHN:
No.

P.O. GREGORY:
No? Okay. All in favor? Opposed?

LEG. HAHN:
Opposed.

P.O. GREGORY:
Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Sixteen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1015 - Amending the 2017 Capital Program and appropriating
funds in connection with the Improvements to Buildings and
Facilities Countywide (CP 1817) (Co. Exec.). Same motion, same
second. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 1015A, bond resolution, same motion, same second. Roll call.

(Roll Call by Mr. Richberg, Clerk of the Legislature)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.
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LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent)

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes.

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

SENIORS AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I'm going to skip over I.R. 1988 and go to I.R. 2126-16 -
Approving the appointment of Kevin Casey as a member of the Suffolk
County Electrical Licensing Board (Co. Exec.).

LEG. ANKER:
Motion to approve.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Anker.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Lindsay. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

LEG. LINDSAY:
Jason, cosponsor.
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P.O. GREGORY:
I.R. 2127-16 - Approving the appointment of Michael Catizone as a
member of the Suffolk County Electrical Licensing Board (Co.
Exec.).

LEG. ANKER:
Motion to able.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to table by Legislator Anker.

LEG. BROWNING:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second to table by Legislator Browning.

LEG. D'AMARO:
On the motion, also.

P.O. GREGORY:
On the motion.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Does anyone here know if these are reappointments or if they're --

P.O. GREGORY:
No, neither one.

LEG. CILMI:
New appointments.

P.O. GREGORY:
And why are we tabling 2127?

LEG. ANKER:
We need to get more information on the particular --

P.O. GREGORY:
What more information do we need? He came to committee, right?

LEG. TROTTA:
Motion to approve.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Is anyone from the board here? Yes. Who is he?

LEG. CILMI:
He's the Chairman.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, okay. Does the County Executive's Office -- this is your
recommendation, right?
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MR. CALEMMO:
My name is Russ Calemmo.

P.O. GREGORY:
No. Let -- please let Ms. Horst go.

MS. HORST:
Correct, this is our recommendation. I believe they both were at
committee and both were approved.

P.O. GREGORY:
Right. So I don't understand what the issue is.

MS. HORST:
Neither are we.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. What's your name, Russ?

MR. CALEMMO:
I'm Russ Calemmo, Chairman of the Suffolk County Electrical
Licensing Board.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay.

MR. CALEMMO:
I've been there for a number of years. And it appears that this
gentleman, we certainly recognize his application and certainly his
credentials. However, most of the time when a new member is
appointed to the board, we at least, the board as a whole, take a
look at this gentleman. We sort of talk to him about what he could
do for our County, what he could do for our public, and we get a
good feel of this person. Unfortunately, protocol didn't do that,
it went well beyond that. It just went from boom, boom, and here's
a guy come right up.

The issue is, is that we feel, as a board, that it's redundant. We
have basically on our board right now, we have people who are in
the solar business. Most of the Licensing Board Members are
electrical contractors. That's what we're concerned about. This
gentleman here, he sells solar energy and he's also a contractor.
But there's no diversity there as far as we're concerned. We feel
that we need to have people on our board who can protect the
consumer based on their knowledge base as to what they do.

We have people on our board who know code, we have people on our
board who know application, we know as far as education,
communication, things of that nature. They're all experts along
that line. We do have people who are experts in solar. We feel
that another solar person is not conducive to the protection of the
consumer.

We feel that we'd like to see a person who is within the inspection
industry. We had a member who was there, he resigned based on
certain circumstances, so we feel we'd like to have that type of
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person replaced.

Keep in mind, the Electrical Inspection Agency, as you all know, is
the end product as to whether or not that this job the electrical
contractor did certifies as correct.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay.

MR. CALEMMO:
So we went over this several times with our board members and we've
addressed this and it just came up. Now we feel that -- not
that -- not the person's not qualified, but it's just redundancy.
There's no diversity in this gentleman.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I'm going to tell you -- with all due respect, I'm going to
tell you what I hear. The board would like veto power over the
appointing authority, because the board doesn't make the
appointments, the board gets appointed by the appointing authority.
But now you're saying, "We will not accept" -- first, "We will not
accept a nominee for appointment until we get a chance to interview
this person, and then we offer recommendation to the appointing
authority, of which may be in agreement or disagreement with the
appointing authority." And now you're asking for the appointing
authorities to -- or the Legislature to disagree with the
appointing authorities' ability to put whoever they deem fit, as
you stated, as qualified, but doesn't meet the particular
objectives of what the Board thinks is appropriate, or the
appropriate mix of appointees on the Board, and that is way out of
the purview of you as a member, or the Chair, or any -- you know,
of the Electrical Licensing Board.

You're not there to have any decision-making process as to the mix
of people on the board, you're there solely to acknowledge the
qualifications and give someone a license based on their -- for
them to perform their duties as an electrician in Suffolk County;
is that correct, or am I --

MR. CALEMMO:
Well, some of it, yes, I agree. We felt that we were -- more or
less, it went to committee. We weren't notified that it went to
committee. Certainly, we would have addressed at that time our
concerns to the committee before it was voted on. It just seemed
to get out of hand, with all respects. And, you know, we have
great concern, not that the fact the person is not qualified, but
the redundancy. It's not -- really doesn't do anything for us.
It's just another person who his contributions would be very
minimal to the safety of the consumer.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yeah, but that's not within your purview. You could certainly have
an opinion.

MR. CALEMMO:
Okay. Yeah, okay.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

12:22PM

12:22PM

12:23PM

12:23PM

12:24PM

* Index Included at End of Transcript 77

P.O. GREGORY:
Right?

MR. CALEMMO:
I certainly understand.

P.O. GREGORY:
Right, okay. Legislator Cilmi has a question, and then Legislator
Hahn.

LEG. CILMI:
Thanks, Mr. Presiding Officer. I'm not sure if this is for Russ or
maybe for Katie. And while, you know, it may not be in your
purview, I mean, you know, the board is doing this business of, you
know, licensing our electricians, and I believe you all kind of
create the test that's --

MR. CALEMMO:
That's correct.

LEG. CILMI:
-- that's applied. And so the test should have components from the
variety of different disciplines within the electrical -- you know,
within the electrical field. So I think you're right in that -- in
that, certainly, you have to work with this person, and, certainly,
you see where the Board may be deficient in some ways in terms of
bringing in different aspects of the electrical industry to help
construct an appropriate test, and to help vet prospective
electricians in a way that's thorough and in the best interest of
our residents in Suffolk County. So, you know, I think the -- I
think the input from the Board is valid.

What I'm interested in is how this fellow got selected. And
forgive me, Katie. He did come to the committee and we did approve
him out of committee. I got sort of bogged down on another issue
when he came up, and ended up having a discussion with somebody
else rather than -- rather than with him about his qualifications,
or, you know, where he came from. So I'm just curious to know how
he came about being -- you know, being recommended for this
position. Did he come to us? Did we seek him out? How did that
happen?

MS. HORST:
I don't have an answer for you. We're trying to get Commissioner
Nardelli from across the street to come over and help answer these
questions.

I do know at some point last year the Department made a -- or
actually this body made a request of the Department, when we were
looking to fill the next position, that we look for someone from
the solar industry, so I know that was a request of this body. If
you give us a few minutes, if you want to skip over it, they're
coming across, from across the street, but I do not have that
answer. I do know it comes to us from the Commissioner of the
Department.
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LEG. CILMI:
Okay.

MS. HORST:
But I don't know how --

LEG. CILMI:
Right.

MS. HORST:
How he came.

LEG. CILMI.
Where he came from, from there, right, right.

MS. HORST:
Yeah.

LEG. CILMI:
Could I ask Russ, and then I'll be done, Mr. Chair? Do you have
folks on your board currently that are involved in the solar
industry?

MR. CALEMMO:
Yes, we have -- we have four, four master electricians who are in
the solar industry. And keep in mind, it's only like maybe four or
five pages in the code book that relate to the solar industry.
And, again, our job is relevant to electrical installations, not
necessarily the sales of solar.

LEG. CILMI:
Right. Okay. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
And, again, sir, I just want to -- this is the first time you and I
are meeting. I don't want you to be offended by my comments. Just
in my experience here, some of these boards and commissions have
really gone beyond their purview, and just we've taken it out for
probably within certainly the last five or six years to kind of
say, you know, you guys got to stay in your lane. So that's kind
of where I'm coming from.

But we are at 12:30, but I do have several other of my colleagues.

MR. CALEMMO:
If I may comment on one last thing. Usually, when a person is --
makes application to the board, they usually go to the Legislature
person in their district, whatever the case may be. From there it
goes to the Commissioner. The Commissioner comes to our Board,
says, "Listen, Mr. Smith would like to be on your Board; what do
you think?" So we look at his application. Sometimes we bring
them in and interview them. And probably 99% of the time,
without -- maybe 100% of the time we say, "Okay, this sounds like a
good person for our Board." It gives us diversity, and we all have
a certain job to do and we get it done based on the fact of the
man's credentials, or the woman.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Legislator Hahn.

LEG. HAHN:
Okay, just very quickly. While I understand your concern, DuWayne,
do I very much appreciate the point, you know, about diversity, and
differing viewpoints, and coming from differing sectors of an
industry.

George, can you speak a little bit to -- you know, maybe we should
fill in and change the way these -- this particular board is
appointed, so that, you know, such as on -- you know, some require,
some boards require a certain number of seats filled by doctors, or
certain number of seats filled by -- you know, this is not unusual
that we identify the type of board member that needs to be part of
a board. So, you know, does this -- does this particular board
have any type of member that are required to be filled?

MR. NOLAN:
Right now, it just states that one member has to have knowledge in
home appliance repair. So that's the only designated type of seat
on the Electrical Licensing Board.

LEG. HAHN:
So I would very much welcome input from the board as to whether
that should change. If there are segments of the industry that
really should be represented in order to protect the public, and,
you know, have a very effective board, you know, whether there
should be electrical inspectors, whether there should be folks who
handle generators, and generator repair and installation, which is
a whole other segment of the industry. Whether -- you know, I
think that there are multiple industry segments that maybe we
should have representatives from, and I would certainly welcome the
board's input on that, if we should rethink how the board is
constituted.

MR. NOLAN:
As a cautionary note, sometimes when you do that and you put in
specific requirements, sometimes you have a problem --

LEG. HAHN:
Finding people to fill.

MR. NOLAN:
-- finding people to fill every position and you don't have a full
board. So that's just -- I think you should be mindful of that
addition.

LEG. HAHN:
No, I understand. And I think we can -- you know, they don't all
have to be -- as you just read, only one member is defined. There
could be at-large members, so to speak, that don't have to fill
certain categories, you know, in order to make sure we do get to
meet quorums, which is always a problem on volunteer boards. But I
certainly welcome the input of the board itself, you know, letting
us know what would be useful in the composition of the board to
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bring in more expertise in your deliberations.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. It is past 12:30. I do have two people who want to speak.
So do you want to hold off, or do you want to --

LEG. BROWNING:
Well, if we're not voting on it.

P.O. GREGORY:
Well, we're not going to vote on it.

LEG. BROWNING:
I'll hold off.

P.O. GREGORY:
So we -- so after public hearings?

LEG. BROWNING:
Yeah.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, all right. All right. Thank you for your indulgence. All
right. Thank you, folks. We stand in recess to 2:30.

(*The meeting was recessed at 12:30 p.m.*)

*****************************

(*The meeting was reconvened at 2:34 p.m.*)

(*The following testimony was taken & transcribed by
Alison Mahoney - Court Stenographer*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Good afternoon, Mr. Clerk.

MR. RICHBERG:
Good afternoon, Mr. Presiding Officer.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, please do the roll call.

MR. RICHBERG:
No problem.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Richberg - Clerk of the Legislature*)

LEG. SPENCER:
(Not Present).

LEG. D'AMARO:
(Not Present).

LEG. STERN:
Here.
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LEG. McCAFFREY:
Here.

LEG. TROTTA:
Here.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Here.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Here.

LEG. CILMI:
Here.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Here.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Here.

LEG. ANKER:
Here.

LEG. HAHN:
Present.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent).

LEG. BROWNING:
Here.

LEG. FLEMING:
Here.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Here.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Present.

P.O. GREGORY:
Here.

MR. RICHBERG:
Fifteen (Not Present: Legislators D'Amaro & Spencer - Absent:
Legislator Muratore).

PUBLIC HEARINGS

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Good afternoon, folks. This is Legislator Gregory,
Presiding Officer. We are at the Public Hearing portion of our
agenda and the first Public Hearing is IR 1927-16 - Adopting Local
Law No. -2016, A Charter Law to increase the transparency of Asset
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Forfeiture Funds (Hahn). Okay, I don't have any cards for IR 1927.
Is there anyone in the audience that would like to speak on IR
1927? Please come forward. Okay, seeing none, Legislator Hahn?

LEG. HAHN:
Motion to close.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to close IR 1927.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Calarco. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Fifteen (Not Present: Legislators D'Amaro & Spencer - Absent:
Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, (Public Hearing on) IR 1998-16 - Adopting Local Law No.
-2016, A Charter Law to reduce the number of County legislative
Districts (Lindsay). I don't have any cards on this matter; not to
say that no one has an opinion in the room about it, but -- is
there anyone that would like to speak about it? Please come
forward.

LEG. TROTTA:
(Raised hand).

P.O. GREGORY:
Trotta wants to eliminate his district, okay. All right,
Legislator Lindsay?

LEG. LINDSAY:
Motion to recess.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to recess IR 1998-16. I'll second. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Fourteen (Not Present: Legislators Spencer, D'Amaro & Stern -
Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, (Public Hearing on) IR 2055-16 - Calling for a public hearing
for the purpose of improving facilities for Suffolk County Sewer
District No. 3 – Southwest (Ronkonkoma Hub Project (CP 8156)(County
Executive), and I have several cards here. Okay, each person will
have three minutes, if this is your first time speaking before us.
First is William Hobbs; and then on deck, Mr. Morgo. I saw him
earlier. Jim?
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MR. HUBBS:
Good afternoon, Members of the Suffolk County Legislature. My name
is Will Hubbs and I have been a Suffolk County resident for
62 years. I'm here today to express my strong support for the
approval of the resolution before you today.

For Long Island to continue to grow and thrive, it is essential
that sewer systems be expanded. Expanding the Southwest Sewer
District to this project and all the other businesses along the
line will be essential in stimulating economic growth across the
County. The expansion of the current system of sewers is also
essential to the preservation of our drinking water. Thank you for
the opportunity to express my opinion today and I hope you will
support the resolution.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Thank you, sir. Jim Morgo; and then on deck, John DaSilva.

MR. MORGO:
Good afternoon, Legislators. I'm Jim Morgo from Bayport. I think
history often provides some context and perspective, so I want to
take a quick trip down memory lane.

Back in January of 2005, when I was Commissioner of Economic
Development and Workforce Housing, in January of 2005 I spoke to
the HIA with an annual economic forecast, and at the time I said we
were not going to revitalize our downtowns or have our economic
growth without expanding our sewer systems. At the time, Newsday
thought it was a big deal; they wrote, "For the first time, a
public official spoke about sewers since the Southwest Sewer
District." I was happy they thought it was a big deal. The
current -- the County Executive at the time wasn't too happy about
it because I got the coverage. But nevertheless, if we look at --
if we look at Newsday as recently as this Sunday, we see in their
editorial they wrote, "By now everyone knows the problems; dead
fish, nasty tides, closed beaches, foul smells, vanishing marshes,
contaminated wells; and everyone knows the answer, a sustained
source of money spent wisely with continual maintenance and
adaptations to new technology."

And the Ronkonkoma Hub, I can trace back to my involvement when I
was part-time Economic Development Director in Brookhaven in 2011,
it was part of the Blight For Light initiative in that town. But
even before that, then Councilman Tim Mazzei had a two-year
planning study of the Ronkonkoma Hub and how to bring it back.
And what has emerged is the Ronkonkoma Hub mixed-use -- that's
residential, commercial, retail -- mixed-use redevelopment plan.
It emerged as an economic game changer. What it will have is
10,000 construction jobs over the 7-10 year construction period,
5,000 full-time permanent jobs, and a total development project
cost of $650 million investment. It's a game changer.

So the resolution before you, 2055, is an essential step to advance
the Ronkonkoma Hub and also to bring in previously unsewered areas.
Some people are surprised when they learn that MacArthur Airport is
not sewered. It's a tedious cliche on Long Island, how long it
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takes to get good things done; you hear it all the time. But it's
a cliche, it's true and it has consequences. When you delay a
project, and I -- I've traced this one back to 2007. When a
project is delayed, not only are there carrying costs for the
developer and significant losses for them, but also momentum is not
only true in football. When you're out marketing a project and you
get high-end retail users as you have in this project that are
interested, when it doesn't look like it's progressing, when it
looked like it never -- or looks like it will never happen, they
lose interest. And that's why it's important that 2055 progresses.
Thank you

LEG. TROTTA:
Mr. Chairman?

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, Jim? Jim, hold on, Legislator Trotta --

LEG. TROTTA:
You just delayed it by three minutes.

MR. MORGO:
(Laughter) I'm sorry about that. I'm glad to hear what that
pre-stage is, though, Legislator.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Jim, I have a question for you as well, if you wouldn't mind.

MR. MORGO:
I don't mind.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
You know, there's a lot of talk about that development and how
important it is, and I agree 100% about needing sewering, the
unsewered areas, it's the biggest, I think, peril that we have to
our drinking water and it would just make the quality of life and
the ability for people to develop those areas.

My concern is the question about whether or not -- and there's two
ways, you know, to deal with the Ronkonkoma Hub and the surrounding
areas for sewering, sewerage. And the first is the force main
which is what's being proposed here which would run down through
the Ronkonkoma Hub and through Islip and eventually into the
Southwest Sewer District and Bergen Point; and the other is to
actual by build a sewer plant right in the Ronkonkoma Hub which
could potentially serve more residents with the ability to hook-up.
Because as I'm sure you know, a force main, you can't hook up to a
force main, you can only hook up to a pumping station. But by
having the sewer plant right there on-site, you know, there's some
discussion that that may -- we may be better served because you can
actually even serve people from the north up there.

So my concern is -- I guess my concern is the Southwest Sewer
District which is in my district and the residents there, the
impact on them from additional sewage going in there and additional
cost that's going to be assessed to those people where they -- so
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we have the benefit of the sewage coming in and they're going to
give us the ability to pay for that as well for them sending their
sewage to us. So is there another side to the story which could
include building a sewer plant up there which may be specific to
Ronkonkoma Hub, also serve the airport and more of the surrounding
communities in that area?

MR. MORGO:
Well, my simple answer is I don't know. But I do know at the
beginning when this was -- when the project was first thought
about, when the plans for the redevelopment came out, the plan was
to have a sewage treatment plant on the northern part of MacArthur
Airport, and then there was significant research and studies and
engineering; and I'm talking, Kevin, about 2011. And what I
understand with the reading of 2055 is that the pump station and
the extension going west will actually help a great many people;
And I mentioned MacArthur Airport, the industrial park there.

So I think that people, engineers who know much more than I about
these things, concluded that it would -- the connection to Sewer
District 3, the Southwest Sewer District, would make more sense.
But as I say, it's something that is beyond what I've really looked
at here. I know that, as we agree, that sewering unsewered areas
is essential not only for downtowns and commercial hubs, but for
the quality of life and clean water of all of Long Island.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Right. And can we also agree that it would serve the same purpose?

MR. MORGO:
Well, it would enact a hub and the hub would become a reality. And
the faster it's done -- and I apologize for taking even more than
three minutes, but the faster that happens the better it is for the
people of Suffolk County and of course the economy of Suffolk
County.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Thank you.

MR. MORGO:
Okay, Mr. Presiding Officer?

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes, thank you, Jim.

MR. MORGO:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
John DaSilva? And then Mayor Pontieri.

MR. DA SILVA:
Good afternoon. My name's John Da Silva, I've been a Suffolk
County resident for 43 years. Everything that the gentleman before
me said I agree with.
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To your point, sir. The capacity for the pump station is 1,500,000
gallons, of which the Ronkonkoma Hub will only use 400,000 gallons.
So I'm here to express today my strong support for the approval of
the two resolutions before you today. The Ronkonkoma Railroad
Station is the largest on Long Island. Approval of the resolution
is essential to creating thousands of construction jobs, millions
in tax revenues for the local communities and Suffolk County. This
type of transit-oriented development has been proven to spur
tremendous economic development in numerous other Long Island towns
and communities. We're talking the addition of 10,000 construction
jobs, 5,000 permanent jobs, and it's just a tremendous project that
I think that you just have to support it. There's no reason in my
mind why we wouldn't want to bring new infrastructure to Long
Island to keep our kids here, keep us here. I strongly support
this community. Thank you for your time.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Thank you, Mr. Da Silva. Mayor Pontieri; and then Keith
McNamara, you're next.

MAYOR PONTIERI:
Good afternoon, everyone. I'm here to support the sewer project to
the Ronkonkoma Hub. We always talk about what makes communities
grow, we talk about how does it happen. The critical, most
critical piece of it is sewers. If you take a look at what's
happening in the Village of Patchogue, it did not happen if we did
not have sewers.

We look at the environmental issues. We're on the Great South Bay,
for the Village; that sewer plant will revive the bay. But more
importantly, as importantly -- not even more importantly, but as
importantly -- by hooking up and bringing that line from the
Southwest Sewer District -- like Legislator McCaffrey, I heard you
were talking about the building of another plant, which you're
going to bring a sewer line for other communities now with the
ability to tie into other communities, and with probably more
capacity than you could build into a single plant on that site.
Because I think there's, what, about a million four is what this
connection can take? That million four gives you opportunities to
do things along the way and take care of other communities along
that way, whether it's through Central Islip, Islandia and along
the spur there.

So as you make this decision and as you look at it, this is a
decision about tomorrow. The funding's done today, the benefits
will reap themselves over long periods of time. It's just not
about this project alone, it's about all the other things that will
happen because of this line being driven and being taken into the
Ronkonkoma Hub. You know, and you'll hear today about the airport,
you'll hear about the industrial areas around there, but you'll
also hear -- you'll hear about the quality of life, it changes the
quality of life in the community. So as you go forward and you
make these decisions, please take a look at that and understand
that it is a long-term decision, not a short term decision.
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And just one other thing in terms of the Village of Patchogue.
I think you have a fund issue you're voting on today; there's a
little piece of money in that for a clean lakes project to the
Village of Patchogue. All right, thank you very much. And I
really hope you consider this and you make sure that it happens.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, thank you.

MAYOR PONTIERI:
Thank you.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Mr. McNamara; and then David Reeves.

MR. McNAMARA:
Good afternoon, Members of the Legislature. My name is Keith
McNamara, I've been a Suffolk County resident for over 30 years,
graduate of Connetquot High School, many family and friends still
live in Ronkonkoma. You know, the gentlemen speaking before me,
you know, they touched on all the points. I mean, it's time to
make a decision that's going to impact the future for the families
and the residents of Suffolk County, and this is the first step of
a project that's been lingering for five years to this point.

If we don't make a decision today or now going forward, how much
longer is it going to take? You know, and then it keeps getting
pushed off and pushed off and pushed off, it just doesn't make any
sense to me as a person who grew up on Long Island and seeing
businesses and, you know, neighborhoods becoming dilapidated and
empty storefronts and things of that nature. When you look at
projects like this, the Farmingdale and Patchogue and what vibrance
it's brought to those neighborhoods and, you know, of course the
countless jobs and revenue for people to want to stay in Long
Island, you know, from children growing up to people who are
retired. It just seems to me like this should be something that
would be -- sorry to use the word relatively easy decision because
nothing is easy, but sensible decision would be a better word for
it. So hopefully you do that and approve this motion going forward
and I thank you for your time.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, thank you. All right, David Reeves; and then on deck, Bruce
Edwards.

MR. REEVES:
Ladies and Gentlemen of the committee, good afternoon. My name is
David Reeves, I am a lifelong resident of Suffolk County for
58 years. I am here in support of the resolutions before you
regarding the sewer district and the Ronkonkoma Hub. I'll tell you
a little story. My daughters are in their early 20's, and I
obviously am 58 years old, and they came home a couple of years ago
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and said, "Dad, we're going to Patchogue tonight." And being the
age that I am, I remember what Patchogue was like when I was their
age, and there was no reason to go there.

(*Laughter*)

I said, "Well, why are you going to Patchogue?" And they said to
me, "Well, Dad, you know, we're going to, you know, the night life
and all that," they were college age. And a few years later I got
down there myself and I was absolutely shocked as to the vibrance
and viability. The life down there was so different; there were
people in the streets, there were restaurants, bars, housing. You
know, if the Ronkonkoma Hub can compare to that development, it's
absolutely necessary; not needed but necessary. Those are my two
cents. Thank you for your time, and I really hope it does go
through.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, Mr. Reeves. Bruce Edwards; and then on deck, Evelyn
Vollgraff.

MR. EDWARDS:
Good afternoon. Thank you for letting me speak. My name is Bruce
Edwards, I'm the President of the Ronkonkoma Civic Association and
I represent the residents in the area of Ronkonkoma, somewhere near
where the hub is, mostly on the Islip side, though.

We may have had a rocky start with the Ronkonkoma Hub in the
beginning, but we've come to accept what it is and we see the
potential that can be benefit to our residents as well. So we are
in support of this sewer line, of course with the caveats of the
expansion. The expansion of the airport area which is Town of
Islip, the commercial/industrial areas around there, and hopefully
to push into our area, our downtown area in Ronkonkoma that is --
really sits between two large watershed areas; the Ronkonkoma, Lake
Ronkonkoma just to the north and the Connetquot River just a little
bit to the west. So environmentally we feel this is important that
these areas get sewered as well, not just the hub area.

So again, we are in support with the reminder that, you know, these
residents do live here and we are important to this. Thank you.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, thank you. Evelyn Vollgraff and John Pierpanl?

MS. VOLLGRAFF:
Good afternoon, Legislators. My name is Evelyn Vollgraff, I'm the
President of the Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society and the
President of the Lake Ronkonkoma Improvement Group. I've been a
resident of the Lake Ronkonkoma area for 57 years. I'm here
representing these two groups with a committee of membership, a
combined membership of over a thousand residents. We are all in
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support of the Southwest Sewer District. We feel the project will
environmentally boost -- environmentally boost economic development
and revitalization in Lake Ronkonkoma.

The pumping station is large enough to handle more than just the
hub area and we hope that it will help improve the water qualities
that will help with Lake Ronkonkoma revitalization plans for the
Ronkonkoma area and the lake itself. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Okay, John Pierpunli? Pier, P-I-E-R-P, looks like
U-N-L-I?

UNKNOWN AUDIENCE MEMBER:
He had to leave.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, he had to leave? Okay. Robert Spetta? Spesta? I can't tell
if it's a C or -- and then Michael Neokleous? My English teacher
would not be happy with me right now.

MR. SPETTA:
Hello. My name is Robert Spetta and I'm here to talk about the
alarm permitting law, 1007-17.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, I have you signed up for the --

MR. SPETTA:
I put 100-17 on there.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, okay. You have to wait a few more minutes.

MR. SPETTA:
Okay.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, sorry about that.

MR. SPETTA:
That's all right.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right, Michael Neoklous? Kleous?

MR. NEOKLEOUS:
Neokleous.

P.O. GREGORY:
Neokleous, all right.

MR. NEOKLEOUS:
You were close.
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P.O. GREGORY:
And Kyle Strober is next.

MR. NEOKLEOUS:
I wanted to speak on my support of this project in general, not
even originally given consideration to the sewage options. I grew
up most of my life in Smithtown, I live now in Farmingville, but
from 2005 to 2015 I lived a couple of hundred yards east of phase I
of the Ronkonkoma Hub project. So as soon as I heard that this was
probably going to go ahead, I learned as much as a resident could
about it, and I have to say I've been in support of it since I've
learned what I could.

Additionally, because of my career in the commercial landscape
industry, I've had the opportunity to work on several similar
projects. I've also had the opportunity to study the proposed
landscape plans for this project, and I have to say I'm very
impressed. And I think it will be beautiful and I would love to
see it in my town, though I don't live there anymore. If this had
gone on and was finished at this point, I might even have
considered staying there. Hearing about the sewage issue, if I
were still a resident living one block east of it and the option to
me was sewage or an exposed treatment plant, which has its own
issues of odor, I would definitely go in favor of the sewage plant.
That's it. Thank you for your time.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right, thank you.

Applause

Kyle Strober; there he is. And then Jerry Kenzig.

MR. STROBER:
Good afternoon. I'm here on behalf of the Association for a Better
Long Island and we are fully supportive of Resolution 2055-16.
We're in support for all the reasons that everyone just gave, but
also in support because, you know, it's very rare when you see so
much residential support, real estate support; and I see Dick Amper
here, I assume sewers is good for the environment as well. So it's
a real win here for Long Island and it's a transformative project
which will attract young people like myself to come out to Suffolk
County, live and work. And yes, I think, Legislator McCaffrey, you
might have questions, and I don't know the answer just like Jim
Morgo does, but I'm here to say that this is a really important
project for Long Island and to push it forward is a real win for
everyone. So thank you.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Kyle, you're not that young anymore.

(*Laughter*)
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Congratulations to you. Good to see you, buddy. All right, Jerry
Kenzig; and then Matt Cohen.

MR. KENZIG:
Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Jerry Kenzig, I've been a
resident of Suffolk County for 60 years. I've lived in Ronkonkoma
for 30 years, worked in Manhattan for over 20, commuted prior to
the electrification. I guess I'm really here to support both
items, but primarily the Ronkonkoma Hub. I think we've spent
millions of dollars building this beautiful train station only to
let it deteriorate. We spent thousands of dollars in
maintenance -- not maintenance, in landscaping over the years only
to let that die. I've made numerous calls to the MTA, their idea
of landscaping is using a weed whacker, okay, which has frustrated
me. There's been a lot of graffiti, I've constantly called; it's
been taken care of from time to time but it's still prevalent in
the area. So these are all the reasons why I'd love to see the
Ronkonkoma Hub thrive and move forward. So thank you for your
time.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, thank you, sir. Okay, Matt Cohen and then Kevin Hyms.

MR. COHEN:
Good afternoon. My name is Matt Cohen, I'm here on behalf of The
Long Island Association and we support IR 2055. The sewer
connection is important for the hub as well as the development of
McArthur Airport and the surrounding communities, and we have
included support for the Ronkonkoma Hub and economic development in
the area and expansion of the airport and further development of
the airport in our annual Legislative agenda for the last several
years; we are again this years in 2017. And we'd like to get on
record as saying we believe this project and the sewer connection,
which is vital for the project, will help retain our workforce,
bring young -- keep young professionals and families here on Long
Island and attract more to Long Island, as well as keep our seniors
here, as well as better connect the Long Island Railroad to the
airport and the surrounding communities. So for all those reasons,
we support the Introductory Resolution and we support the overall
project at the hub. Thank you very much.

P.O. GREGORY:
Great. Thanks, Matt. All right, Kevin; and then Michael Morbillo.

MR. HYMS:
All right. Good afternoon, Legislators, Ladies and Gentlemen. I
have been a resident of Lake Ronkonkoma for the past 48 years. My
position is in the Ronkonkoma Chamber of Commerce, I'm both the
secretary and government relations person.

So first, the Ronkonkoma Chamber of Commerce has supported the
Ronkonkoma Hub project since its inception, and we also support
Resolution 2055-16, in favor of these expenditures. Besides the
Ronkonkoma Chamber of Commerce, the civic associations, Ronkonkoma
Historical Society, Sachem Central School District and other groups
have been in support of the project, as well as elected officials
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in both the town and Suffolk County, and Senator Chuck Schumer as
well. Wide support from many Long Island and New York State
organizations; LIA, MTA, Long Island Railroad, Sustainable Long
Island and Vision Long Island.

So as Jim Morgo has said, this will be major economic development
for the Ronkonkoma Hub area. And as you know, the hub project is a
transit-oriented development which will encourage young people and
families to stay on Long Island and not leave. Many of our
children have left or are thinking of living, there was a brain
drain, this would provide jobs and affordable housing. My own
example, a year and a half ago my daughter left, she now resides in
text, so I have to go down to Texas to see my daughter and
granddaughter.

In addition, the benefits are increased tax revenue to both Town of
Brookhaven, Town of Islip and Suffolk County. This will provide
millions of extra dollars in tax revenue which will again support
the economy.

And let me conclude this. The sewer connection is very important
not just for the hub, but it's designed to facilitate connection of
Long Island McArthur Airport, the surrounding commercial industrial
area along Veterans Memorial Highway, the region and Town of
Brookhaven and Islip. This will be a major economic factor and we
are in support of it. We would like the Legislature to vote in
favor and approve this very much needed economic stimulus which
would provide benefits many, many times over. So thank you so much
for your consideration.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, Kevin. Michael Morbillo; and then Kim Filardi.

MR. MORBILLO:
Good afternoon. My name is Michael Morbillo, I am the President of
the McArthur Business Alliance. The McArthur Business Alliance was
formed in 1994 and represents the interest of business, commerce,
industry, not-for-profits and professionals in the vicinity of the
McArthur Airport. The Alliance seeks to promote economic
development, workforce development, business partnerships,
community interest, government and public policy advocacy, address
environmental concerns and education and training. On behalf of
the McArthur Business Alliance, I would like to endorse the above
referenced resolution, 2055-16, to improve the facilities for the
Suffolk County Sewer District No. 3 and connection of the
Ronkonkoma Hub.

The Ronkonkoma Hub transit-oriented development is a tremendous
opportunity for job creation, economic growth and tax-base revenue
for both Brookhaven and Islip. With joint municipal cooperation,
the two towns can share a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly downtown and
improvement of the local industrial area. This project can be an
enormous economic and social benefit to the business community
surrounding the McArthur Airport, the Ronkonkoma and Bohemia
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Business Corridor, Veterans Highway and the Foreign Trade Zone.
Our intentions are to fully capitalize on all the benefits this
regional infrastructure can provide. We firmly feel that expanding
this proposed system would spur growth in industry by retaining and
attracting new businesses to Islip. I thank you for your time.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Kim Filardi; and then Tim McCarthy?

MS. FILARDI:
Good afternoon, I'm back again. My name is Kim Filardi and I'm
here to read my same statement, that I'm here to express my strong
support for the approval of the two resolutions before you today.

The Ronkonkoma Hub is the type of project that Long Island really
needs now. Our County and economy needs it and so does the
surrounding communities. We can't let this opportunity pass us by.
So many small businesses in this area will see the benefits during
construction and upon its completion which will mean jobs, jobs,
jobs. So thank you for the opportunity and I hope you will support
the resolutions and the project today.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Tim McCarthy, then Mario Mattera.

MR. McCARTHY:
Good afternoon. My name is Tim McCarthy with the International
Brotherhood of Electric Workers on Long Island, Nassau/Suffolk
County. We're strongly in favor of this resolution for the sewer
district; it makes sense environmentally, it makes sense
economically. So again, I just wanted to voice our strong opinion
for it. Can't wait for it to start.

On another note, while I'm here, I see that you have the
appointment of Kevin Casey for Electrical Licensing Board?

LEG. CILMI:
It's done.

MR. McCARTHY:
Perfect. Thank you.

(*Laughter*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Mario Mattera; then Matthew Norton.

MR. MATTERA:
Hi, everybody. Good afternoon. My name is Mario Mattera, I'm the
Business Agent with Plumbers 200. Rob Trotta said only one minute,
so Rob, I'm going to do this because, not for anything, to be
honest with you, if I was up there around this horseshoe and heard
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all these great people, not one negative, not one person got up
there and talked negative about this project that we desperately
need. Years ago, I started 35 years in this business as an
apprentice. The project -- I know I look good, I know for 35 years
ago. But 35 years ago this would have been dumped, this project
would have been dumped into the ground. This is progress. We need
to move forward.

I know that there's some Legislators that care about certain
things; yes, we're going to move forward on other projects that are
sizable projects. But this project right now, we need a shovel.
We're at the 12th hour; not the 10th hour, not the 11th, the 12th
hour. We need this project to go. Building products are
costing -- prices are going up. Right now lumber's up 30% more.
Guess what happens then? The price of this project is going to
go -- harder for us to go to work. We have all our people that can
go -- Rob, please. You know, I'm this -- you know, from my heart.
Projects like this aren't a rendering; we're bidding on this.
TriTech is one of the best builders, they're local developers.
They care about our area, they care about this project, I care
about it. Look what Ronkonkoma Train Station looks like. We need
this project to go; really we should be voting on this today.
Please vote on this. I know we're going to be voting on this I
think the 2nd, March 2nd this gets voted on? So please -- what's
that? The 7th. It should really be today. Please, let's just
move this forward, we need to get this going. Thank you so much.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Thanks, Mario. Okay, Matt Norton?

MR. NORTON:
You saved all the union guys for last, huh? My name's Matthew
Norton, I'm Business Agent for Suffolk County for Steamfitters
Local 638. I rise in support of what's before you today. You
know, in parts where everybody has already said all positive stuff,
I just want to add on to a little bit of what Mario said. TriTech
is a good developer, they're a good contractor, they're willing to
hire local people. My union may have a shot at the job, that's a
good thing for my people. My people are your people. You know, my
people vote for you and so the tax revenue that this job generates,
keeping young people in the area; everything everybody already
said; it just seems to make sense.

A force main obviously is environmentally sound and is an
additional quality that allows this project to move forward;
without it, I believe the project doesn't move forward. So
whatever questions you guys might have, then let's get those
questions aired, let's get them answered properly and move forward
with it. The force main is necessary to move TriTech's project
forward, so I stand in favor of the measures before you. Thank
you.

Applause
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P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you.

Okay, that's all the cards that I have on 2055. Is there anyone
else that would like to speak that has not already spoken? Please
come forward. Okay.

MR. MARAFINO:
Mr. Presiding Officer, we'd ask that you would close the public
hearing.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Motion to close by Legislator Cilmi. Second by Legislator
Trotta over there. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Fifteen (Not Present: Legislators Browning & Spencer - Absent:
Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. (Public Hearing on) IR 1006-17 - Adopting Local Law No.
-2017, A Local Law establishing the Suffolk County Seaweed
Cultivation Pilot Program in Peconic Bay and Gardiners Bay
(County Executive). I don't have any cards. Is there anyone that
would like to speak on this matter? Please come forward. Okay.

MR. MARAFINO:
We would like this closed as well, please?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Motion to close.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to close by Legislator Calarco. I'll second. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Fifteen (Not Present: Legislators Browning & Spencer - Absent:
Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
(Public Hearing on) IR 1007-16 - Adopting Local Law No. -2017,
A Local Law to eliminate alarm registration renewal fee for
Residential Buildings (Browning). I do have several cards.
The first is James Ptucha; and then Lenny Minervin? Minivini.

MR. PTUCHA:
We're good to go?

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay.

MR. PTUCHA:
Hello, everybody. Thank you for allowing me the time to speak, and
I'd like to speak in favor of Legislator Browning's bill. I
appreciate her tenacity and basically her fortitude in trying to
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put forth a bill that has the taxpayers of Suffolk County's
interest best at heart.

Interesting enough, I have a copy of my personal home's tax bill
here and, you know, we don't really look at these things too often,
and one thing that we all know is our school taxes is the majority
of our home personal property tax, we all know that. But what is
the second largest portion? Many of you do, I imagine, but I don't
know if everybody else knows, but it's the Police Department that
is by far the second most largest portion of our property tax bill.
And after that, everything else is a far distant third.

Interesting enough, I must point out that the County taxes is
really -- it's a zero percent increase from year-to-year, so you've
done a pretty fair job, it easily can be argued that you did a
great job with that. But I don't understand why the County police
portion of our tax bill has gone up just about 4% and a property
tax bill for my personal home is under $15,000 and I'm paying just
about $2,000; so out of $15,000 in property taxes, $2,000 is
already going to the Police Department.

Interesting enough, only $125 goes to the rest of the County to
manage all this stuff. So $125 goes to everything else in Suffolk
County, but $2,000 goes to the Police Department. So this permit
fee is a tax, I think we all agree and, you know, maybe there's
better euphemisms for such, but that's what it is. And it seems
that they're already getting more than their fair share, and
they're already getting more than their fair share of an increase.
In the days of the 2% tax cap limit, why are they getting a 4%
increase? I think we kind of know, they need to do a better job,
or whoever needs to do a better job managing their budgets. We all
do it in our own personal households; well, they need to do it in
their department. So I ask you to please do your part in
supporting the taxpayers of Suffolk County and supporting Suffolk
Browning's bill. Thank you very much.

LEG. BROWNING:
Thank you very much.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Trotta has a question for you.

LEG. TROTTA:
Are you an alarm installer or a central station guy?

MR. PTUCHA:
I own an alarm company, so I'm technically an alarm installer, yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
But you also have central -- I guess you sell central station
service also.

MR. PTUCHA:
Yes, we sell the central station services.
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LEG. TROTTA:
Are you seeing people pulling out and no longer having them call
the police or just having them -- what have you seen? I don't want
to put words in your mouth.

MR. PTUCHA:
Yeah, no, absolutely. I'm here because of personal reasons, yes,
my property taxes, of course, but it's regarding our livelihood.
And of a company of my size, we probably have maybe 500 monthly
paying customers, we probably lost about 10 or 12 customers because
of this bill alone, and there's probably another 10 or 15 who are
just kind of laying low not paying the bills the past year who
we've got to crack down on. But I can tell you the conversation
with every single customer that we do have who knows about this
law, and we did bring it to their attention and we did advise them
that they should pay their permit fees; they're all adamantly
against it. And what's happening is a lot of folks still are our
customers, but they're saying just don't dispatch the police; Call
me, call my cell phone, call my mother, but don't call the police.

LEG. TROTTA:
That's what I wanted -- the point I want to get to. How many -- a
lot; is it a large number of those people?

MR. PTUCHA:
It's hard to say and it's all relative because I'm just a small
microcosm of it, so I don't want to skew the figures. But
basically it's a conversation that easily 50% of the people have.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay.

MR. PTUCHA:
The amount who are doing it, it's hard for me to say, I really
don't know.

LEG. TROTTA:
So you would be okay with a one-time registration fee.

MR. PTUCHA:
If it must be it must be. And I think that if you need the
money -- and as I pointed out, I'm not sure why you do -- but if
you need the money, I suppose, yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Now, I think you're not going to give me an argument. If a guy's
alarm goes off three or four times a year, it's clearly, you know,
something's wrong, it should be fixed and we can't expect the
Police to respond to these, but there should be some type of
penalty after three or four, you know, false alarms.

MR. PTUCHA:
I've been doing this over 30 years and false alarm reductions has
been, you know, paramount. It's been something we've been
advocating for 20 years, easily.
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LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. So I think that, you know, while I don't agree with the
registration fee, we're already there. I don't think it's
unreasonable. My concern is exactly what you've mentioned, is that
people are no longer telling you to call the police, and that's a
problem.

MR. PTUCHA:
Yeah.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay, thank you.

MR. PTUCHA:
People's personal safety we're putting at stake because of this
legislation, that's right.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Legislator Lindsay has a question for you.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Good afternoon, sir.

MR. PTUCHA:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
For the people who are telling you not to dispatch the police, is
that because there's nothing really going on at their property that
they're concerned that the police should show up for?

MR. PTUCHA:
Absolutely not. That's --

LEG. LINDSAY:
So they're saying -- so they're in danger and they're telling you
not to dispatch the police because they're worried about paying an
alarm fee?

MR. PTUCHA:
You know what? It's interesting, the folks are pretty frugal these
days. And basically, yeah, they're making the gut decision that,
You know what? Let me check the problem first by myself, see if
there's somebody there; if there's somebody there I'll call you
back. So we do have, I know, a central station representative
here, he can tell you how many people say that, but a lot of folks
say, Let me check it out first and if there's a problem I'll call
you back because they're afraid of being fined.

LEG. LINDSAY:
How many times have you dispatched the police where there's
actually been an event occurring based on an alarm going off?

MR. PTUCHA:
Again, I don't want to skew the actual facts. I mean, that's --
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LEG. LINDSAY:
Just a ballpark percentage based on the total number of times
you've actually called the police to dispatch them to an alarm that
was going off. Is it --

MR. PTUCHA:
It's probably a small percentage, it is, it probably is. I don't
know the exact number.

LEG. LINDSAY:
But don't you see that as being problematic; that we're constantly
dispatching police to alarms where there's no reason for them to
have to go to that situation?

MR. PTUCHA:
I think we just had the discussion, though; for the chronic abuser,
I think there should be -- there should be some sort of penalty, I
think we all agree with that. But for the casual alarm user, in my
home I've had two false alarms in over 21 years. So most people it
shouldn't be the case, but I can tell you from experience some
folks have three false alarms out of the blue in a week because of
the same faulty transmitter while they're on vacation, maybe the
first time it tripped they thought it won't ever happen again; the
second time it happens, the third time they just got fined $100.
So the fine structure I thought was a little draconian, you know,
impunitive in nature and I think we should, you know, at least roll
back the pain a little bit. We're not talking about the fine
structure right now. The chronic abuser of the police services
should get some sort of penalty, yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Thank you.

MR. PTUCHA:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Lenny Minervini? And then Michael Mulcahy.

MR. MINERVINI:
My namei s Lenny Minivini with Worldwide Security Group, I'm a past
President of the Long Island Alarm Association. Part of the
problem with the response I'm getting from our clients is I guess
the mailing went out for telling them initially they needed these
permits or registration, and if it was treated as junk mail and
went by the wayside, then inevitably, if they had a false alarm,
they got fined the first time and they got a bill for the
registration also; it came to the tune of about $300. So, and the
effect of this on the small businesses, well, they're calling and
they're saying, Well, who's responsible for this false alarm? Now,
we tried every way we could to send them a notification, but once
again, a lot of times you get these notifications, we get so much
mail and a lot of it is treated as junk mail and then inevitably,
in a situation where, you know, the first-time offender who didn't
get a permit is really being taken over the coles.
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As far as the permit itself, if it inevitably has to be, then it
should be structured so that you'd have it like -- the chronic
false alarms should be treated differently than the first time.
There should be maybe the first time is no fine, the second time a
minor fine, the third time a larger fine. That's it.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Thank you, sir. Mr. Mulcahy, and then Robrt Spetta.

MR. MULCAHY:
Hi. My name is Mike Mulcahy, I'm the President of the Long Island
Alarm Association and I also install alarm systems, and we are here
to support Legislator Browning's proposal for the removal of the
registration renewal fees.

There were some good questions, Legislator Lindsay. Yeah, I would
say that a majority of the alarms are false alarms, but I don't
know that that's necessarily the whole point here. Obviously all
of us in the industry, as the previous speaker said, strive to
reduce false alarms, that's a big concern in the industry for a
long time. My concern is if these renewal fees are not going to
educate the public on false alarms or provide additional services
to address false alarms, then it is indeed an unfair tax on people
who have alarm systems. Because if the money is not going to
address those issues, then why are these people being singled out
to pay this fee every year unnecessarily? And that's it, that's
all I have. Thank you all very much.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right, thank you, sir. Okay, Mr. Spetta, now it's your turn.

MR. SPETTA:
Good afternoon. My name is Robert Spetta, and I've been in the
alarm industry for over 30 years and I've been a Suffolk County
resident for over 60 years.

Alarm permits are a horrible idea. What gives the County the right
to enter into a person's home and permit a life safety system,
especially when that system is combined with many other functions
such as carbon monoxide, fire alarms, medical alerts and home
invasions which are all part of the same system. The County is
permitting based on a premise of having a false alarm. What if you
never have a false alarm? Why should I pay the County to have a
life safety system? Under this logic, the County should be
permitting all cars in Suffolk County because they have the
potential to go over the speed limit. By permitting life safety
systems, the County is preventing people from getting systems that
will save lives. I would think the Legislature would be
encouraging people to acquire life safety systems because they do
save lives rather than punishing them with a permit.

Permits are discriminatory; they're discriminate against lower
income folks, especially single mothers and the elderly, who have
to pay additional permit taxes to the County to protect themselves.
When so many County residents are living paycheck to paycheck, the
permit cost is the difference between having a life safety system
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or not. Of the 1.3 million residents of Suffolk County, there is
not one person who wants to pay the County for a life safety system
permit. However, these permits in place -- with these permits in
place, it's obvious that the 2500 employees of the Suffolk County
Police special interest group take precedent over the majority of
citizens in Suffolk County.

Finally, it's time for Suffolk County to stop using technology to
punish the populus. Rather than using technology to punish us, we
should use technology to help our citizens of Suffolk County.
Thank you.

Applause

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Okay, that's the last card that I have on IR 1007.
Is there anyone else that would like to speak on it? Please come
forward. Okay. Legislator Browning.

LEG. BROWNING:
I do believe I have to recess this one. Thank you, George. Motion
to recess.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to recess by Legislator Browning, I'll second. All in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Sixteen (Not Present: Legislator Spencer - Absent: Legislator
Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
(Public Hearing on) IR 1023-17 - Adopting Local Law No. -2017,.
A Local Law to change the standard for admission of evidence at
hearings before the Suffolk County Human Rights Commission (County
Executive). I don't have any cards for this matter. Would anyone
like to speak? Please come forward. Okay.

MR. MARAFINO:
We would like to close this, please.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, motion to close IR 1023.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Calarco. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Sixteen (Not Present: Legislator Spencer - Absent: Legislator
Muratore).
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Public Hearing IR 1025-17 - Adopting Local Law No. -2017,
A Local Law to ensure continuity of farmland preservation and
agricultural production in Suffolk County (County Executive). I
have multiple cards, the first of which is Sam McCullough; and then
Herb Strobec.

MR. McCULLOUGH:
Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Legislature. Thank you
for allowing me to speak for a moment on this. I come here wearing
three different hats, actually; I'm an owner of a preserved farm in
Jamesport, New York. First off, I've been a Suffolk County
resident since 1971. So I own a preserved farm; I'm also the
vineyard manager for a winery in Peconic that owns two preserved
farms; one is in the County Program, one is in the Southold Town
Program. And not as a representative of such do I speak today, but
I'm also a member of the Southhold Town Land Preservation
Committee, so I'm relatively familiar with the issues surrounding
farmland preservation.

I'd like to say, first and foremost, that the agricultural
community of the East End is overwhelmingly in favor of you taking
corrective measures and re-enabling the Suffolk County Farmland
Preservation Program. It's an incredible program, it was among the
first in the nation, if not the first, and was used as a template
for programs all across the country, immensely successful with
thousands and thousands of acres preserved in farming perpetuity
now. Through a lot of recent legal actions, that program has had
its hands essentially tied, and I think there were probably some
unintended consequences in the result of that lawsuit. But at this
point now, it's basically impossible for a farmer to put any sort
of thing that is defined as a structure on a farm; no barns to
store equipment, no barns to store produce, fences; all these
things that under the current code require a permit from the
Farmland Pres -- from the Farmland Select Committee can't be
issued, can't be done because the committee is enjoined from
issuing permits. It's a catch-22, and I don't think anybody really
ever had that intention but that's the way it worked out.

The issues, I guess, that sparked this were changes to Chapter 8 in
2010 and 2013 which were designed to enhance the flexibility of
farming operations. It's basically no longer possible, with the
cost of land, labor, materials, to make any headway, make a living
selling commodity crops wholesale that are just grown on a farm and
shipped into New York, shipped to processors and so forth. The
business has become more retail oriented, value added oriented and
the changes to Chapter 8 that allowed for very limited processing
or retailing facilities on preserved farms were welcomed by the
entire agricultural community. It's understood that that may not
have been arrived at through technically entirely proper measures,
and hence the success of the lawsuit against those changes.

(Timer Sounded)
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What I'm here for today is to ask you to please favor the
legislation before you to reenact this program under a new properly
adopted law.

Now, not speaking as --

P.O. GREGORY:
Mr. McCullough, your time has expired. Please wrap up.

MR. McCULLOUGH:
Oh, okay. Yeah, not as a representative of the Land Preservation
Committee and Southhold Town, but as my own personal observations,
we've seen changes to applications before us that are a response to
the situation with the County program, and this could have far
reaching effects on other land preservation programs locally also.
Thank you very much for allowing me to speak. And once again, I
urge your support of this new legislation. Thank you

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Mr. Strobec, and then Sharon Frost.

MR. STROBEL:
Good afternoon. My name is Herb Strobel, I'm a resident of Center
Moriches as well as a member of a farm family in Center Moriches.
Again, I thank you for the opportunity to provide some comments on
1025. I want to first thank Legislators Krupski and Fleming for
working and crafting this legislation that is much needed and in
front of you for your consideration.

As I mentioned, my family has farmed in the Moriches area for
almost a hundred years and we sold development rights to Suffolk
County in 2004. In some respects, it would have been easier to
sell to developers, but we have a deep commitment to farming and
made the long-term, strategic decision to keep our land in
agriculture. But it's important to keep in mind that when our
family sold development rights to the County, we entered into a
contractual agreement with the County that the land could only be
used for agriculture and we sold the rights to develop -- and we
sold the rights to the County to develop the land for
non-agricultural purposes, whether that be residential, commercial
or industrial. In other words, our family specifically retained
the right to continue farming our land.

Unfortunately, the recent court decision means that farmers cannot
use preserved land to carry our standard agricultural practices
necessary for farming. As Sam mentioned, these include erecting
fences, barns, greenhouses and irrigation systems along with other
factors that are needed to continue the business of farming. Now,
in fact, the Farmland Preservation Program had allowed farmers to
erect and install equipment and structures on preserved land, and
generally speaking, the program worked well over the last 35, 40
years. But the court decision essentially ignores the contractual
agreement that the County enters into with farmers and that simply
is not fair.
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It seems to me that the heart of the matter is a misunderstanding
by the court as to the intent of the Farmland Preservation Program.
Make no mistake; the program was conceived and implemented with the
clear intention of preserving the business of agriculture in
Suffolk County. It is not an Open Space Program, it is working
lands program to support the business of farming. The court
decision demands a remedy, and in the absence of a remedy the
integrity and the future of the entire preservation program is
threatened. And so with this in mind, IR 1025 is a practical and
common sense means to get the Farmland Preservation Program back on
track.

And so I urge you to adopt the resolution in order to preserve the
program's past successes and future viability. Otherwise, this
Legislature's legacy may include the undoing of a pioneering
program that has worked for nearly 45 years in supporting the
business of local farming. And so with that, I again urge you to
support the legislation and appreciate the opportunity to speak.

P.O. GREGORY:
Mr. Strobel, I have a question and then Legislator Krupski has a
question. So you feel that the legislation that is presented to
this body addresses the issues that the court -- I don't want to
say -- I guess the only other way to say it is that the court has
created with this decision?

MR. STROBEL:
Well, I'm not an attorney. I mean, the -- as I --

P.O. GREGORY:
Just from a practical standpoint, as a farmer. Someone wants to
continue to farm your land; how does this give you the ability to
do that?

MR. STROBEL:
Well, as Sam mentioned before, essentially the court decision
throws everything into disarray. It's unclear to farmers at this
point in time whether or not on preserved farmland we can put up
fences and other structures that allow us to continue the business
of farming. I think IR 1025, as I read it and as I understand it,
provides a lot of certainty. In any business operation, the one
thing that is really critical is certainty. You want to know what
the rules are so that moving forward you can plan your business
operation accordingly. So to that extent, I think 1025 goes a long
ways towards that.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right, Legislator Krupski has a question for you.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you. I wanted to ask Herb because I didn't want to ask Sam,
he's a member of Southhold's Land Preservation Program and it's a
program that's moving forward. But you're not in a town that has a
Land Preservation Program, and I wanted to ask you, what is the
fate of the unprotected farmland if there is no County Land
Preservation Program?
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MR. STROBEL:
Well, as I mentioned, I live in Brookhaven Town, and as Legislator
Krupski just indicated, Brookhaven Town does not have a well-funded
land preservation program per se, it's not like the five East End
towns where there's a CPF fund in place. There's a very modest
amount of funding that comes in on a yearly basis, but generally
speaking in terms of farmland preservation, in the Town of
Brookhaven it's fair to say, I think, that most of the unprotected
farmland, if it is going to be protected, that funding would have
to come through the County. So in that sense, farmland
preservation in Brookhaven Town, I don't want to say it's dead, but
it's certainly on life support without County participation.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
All right, thank you. And then another question. So you're -- the
farm that you own is in the County's program?

MR. STROBEL:
Technically it's a County/town joint project.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
So if you wanted to put something up today, whether it was a barn
or a fence, what -- how would you proceed? Well, how would you
have acted last year and how would you proceed this year?

MR. STROBEL:
So prior to the court decision, we would have went to the County
Farmland Committee, submit an application to put up whatever
structure or other equipment that we might desire, that would be
reviewed by the County Farmland Committee, they would make a
determination and then we would go ahead from there. To answer
your question in terms of what I would do today, I don't know.
Because as I said, there's a large degree of uncertainty; some
people tell me one thing, other people tell me another, and so to
that extent, I'm not sure how to proceed in the absence of this
sort of legislation.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Mr. Presiding Officer, in light of that, because I have had an
awful lot of legal advice from people who aren't attorneys and it's
all on the subject and it's all been different. Could we ask
Dennis Brown to come in and just clarify that point?

MR. NOLAN:
After the speakers.

P.O. GREGORY:
After the speakers we can do that.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Okay. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Thank you, Mr. Strobel. Sharon Frost, and then Melanie
Cirillo.
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MS. FROST:
Hi. My name is Sharon Frost, I work for the Suffolk County Soil &
Water Conservation District. I'm here in support of the farmers,
and this lawsuit has caused big problems for all the farmers that
have sold their development rights to Suffolk County.

My office, in partnership with the United States Department of
Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service, receives
millions -- has received millions of dollars in grant funding to
assist farmers in installing best management practices which helps
protect Suffolk County's natural resources. Some of you may
remember, I was here last May asking you to support funding for a
farmer who wanted to install an ag waste facility on his farm
through the Quarter Percent Sales -- Quarter Percent Sales Tax
Program, and you, in fact, did support that project. He -- I think
you gave him $250,000. And that facility or best management
practice removed -- will remove when it's done 100% of the nitrogen
that was leaking into the Peconic Bay from his farm, and that is
protecting Suffolk County's natural resources.

Now, on the 10,000 plus acres that have been preserved through this
Farmland Preservation Program, we cannot help any of these farmers
put up any structures that will help preserve the natural
resources. Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Thank you.

Applause

Our next speaker is Melanie Cirillo; followed by Lee Foster.

MS. CIRILLO:
Good afternoon, Legislators. I'm Melanie Cirillo from Peconic Land
Trust and we wholeheartedly support your action to pass Resolution
1025. We are in regular communication with farmers who are asking
for clarification of their rights on their protected farmland which
represents the very foundation of their livelihood. So the timing
of you passing this legislation is critical to their upcoming
growing season and the viability of your and our Farmland
Preservation Program. There are various capital improvements that
are intrinsic to the business of agriculture and the viability of a
successful farm. So from a practical standpoint, it is very
important that you've responded to the ambiguity that the Pine
Barrens lawsuit promulgated.

To date, the County has successfully protected over 10,000 acres of
farmland. So from a stewardship standpoint, we applaud you for
taking action, taking this opportunity to better define sound,
agricultural practices so that you can responsibly manage the
program. The business of agriculture provides us with food grown
right here in our County and represents a $243 million a year
industry and deserves your attention and support.
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And to further reinforce that this is the right action, you should
know that Peconic Land Trust receives phone calls every week from
landowners wanting to protect their farmland, and the County PDR
Program is an important tool for us in our conservation work.
Let's not lose the opportunity to protect more farmland. Believe
it or not, there are 10,000 more acres of farmland that are
vulnerable to residential development, yet together and with the
towns and private funding, we can protect many, many more acres of
farmland.

So Peconic Land Trust will continue to collaborate with you and
your advisors in the appeal process. And in the meantime, this
Legislative action will better support the Farmland Preservation
Program and the necessity of the farmer's right to farm. Thank
you.

Applause

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Thank you, Ms. Cirillo. Next speaker is Lee Foster, followed by
Scott DuBois.

MR. FOSTER:
Good afternoon. And thank you, all of your Legislative people here
to hear this. My name is Lee Foster, I live in Southampton Town
and have been involved for five decades in the unfolding proposals
and evolving policies of farmland preservation. I'm married to a
farmer.

Dick Amper's lawsuit has caused me to seriously consider the
profound problem of interference. It is one thing when it's only a
first down that is being measured, but when it is contesting a
person's life and livelihood, it's something entirely different.
What is the objective of interference and what is the goal?

I would like you to focus on two numbers; 58 acres in 42 years.
Fifty-eight acres is a big piece of open land, a chunk of Riverhead
Town farmland that is being forfeited after 42 years of stewardship
on account of Dick Amper's lawsuit. Forty-two years of stewardship
and care and the opportunity to preserve it by the farmer that
farms it is forfeited. Fifty-eight acres in 42 years was a lease
arrangement which confirmed what Suffolk County legislated in the
1970's as the nation's first innovative policy for preserving land.
It leveled the playing field for those who saw the land that they
farmed as a resource and not a commodity.

I heard that Dick Amper states that farmers are developers; he's
not ever pried the determined farmer's fingers off a plow. Instead
he mounts an end-run. What comes as a consequence of this lawsuit
if not to interfere with the economic engine of provision versus
population? I ask you what's the goal. Take away the liberty of
the farmer to alter a course, examine and decide a new method,
improve machinery, when to reap, when to sow; I'm being hyperbolic,
I'm sorry (laughter). But it comes all comes down to the ability
to farm, and perhaps this is the objective of the lawsuit, I really
do question it. You can't make a farmer lose money. What is not
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farmed soon is identified as a vacant parcel and the first down for
subdivision.

Farmland, which is actually bounded on all sides by goal post, is
an elemental view of the working landscape. Without it the farmer
-- without the farmer it reverts to scrimmage, a terrifying outcome
if one considers disorganization and a failure of resolve. Suffolk
County has the capacity to restore confidence in the PDR Program
and kick this lawsuit out of the end zone. I am supportive of IR
1025-17 and thank Mr. Krupski and -- and -- sorry (laughter), both
of them for mounting this campaign. Thank you, Bridget (laughter).

LEG. FLEMING:
Thank you, Lee.

Applause

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Thank you. Our next speaker is Scott DuBois followed by Phil
Barbato.

MR. DuBOIS:
Hello and good afternoon, and thank you for hearing me. And thank
you, Legislator Krupski and Fleming, for the expeditious way you've
handled this resolution.

I represent Breeze Hill Farm in Peconic, a small fruit and
vegetable grower that is new to the market on the East End. We've
had great community support and success in our last five years of
growing. In December of 2015 we purchased a second farm in Peconic
on the main road with the development rights sold. Based on
Chapter 8, we intended to open an additional market and processing
facility to sell our sustainably-grown fruits, vegetables, along
with our fresh cider, along with other local products and local
artisan's work, cheeses, meats.

To start, we would also create three new full-time positions at
this farm and at least four to six part-time positions. We've
invested a lot of money just for the purchase price and getting the
farm ready to grow more apples and produce. This resolution is
absolutely vital, not just to our farm but for the future of
farming on Long Island. Farming -- excuse me. Farming, like every
other industry, is constantly changing, and to allow the farmers to
be able to change with their own industry is a very important thing
we need.

Farmers love the land, they are preservers of the land. Who better
to protect the land than the farmer who works with it every day
because he loves to. All we're asking for is a definition of what
we can and can't do and how we go about keeping farming on Long
Island. Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Thank you. Our next speaker, Phil Barbato, followed by Richard
Amper.
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MR. BARBATO:
Thank you. Thank you, Legislators. Thank you in particular,
Legislator Krupski and Legislator Fleming, for introducing this
resolution, it is very much needed.

I was born and raised on a farm in Smithtown 70 years ago, which is
now houses, roads, stores. We are in danger of losing all our
farmland; we must do everything we possibly can to preserve it.
But now, since the year 2000, I'm the owner of a 14-acre piece of
County-preserved farmland in Jamesport, and I've been operating it
as an organic vegetable farm for 18 years now and I'm very happy
with it. This, I'm obviously affected by this court case. The
court case has thrown a lot of decisions into confusion, and I
think that this law would definitely clarify things and allow
farmers like myself to go forward and make plans, as was mentioned
very eloquently just recently.

Another thing to keep in mind is in addition to preserving
farmland, we need to preserve farmers. In order for a beginning
farmer to get involved, they need to be able to afford the land.
The land I bought was significantly lesser than the surrounding
farmland because the development rights had been sold. So a
beginner farmer has a shot at it. The other thing a beginning
farmer needs is structures, and other things to be done on that
farmland, that farmer doesn't have another farm where he has a barn
and tractors and so forth, that's going to be their farm. So we're
hurting not only the preservation of farmland, but the preservation
of farmers if we don't do something about this.

So I think that I would encourage you to pass this resolution as
quickly as possible and hopefully this whole matter can be
clarified soon after that. Thank you very much.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Thank you. Our next speaker is Richard Amper followed by Dale
Moyer.

MR. AMPER:
My name is Richard Amper, I'm Executive Director of the Long Island
Pine Barrens Society. I asked our attorneys to summarize for me
what exactly our position is, and I am now sharing that with you.
We would be perfectly happy to see this problem go away and it
would go away if we simply went back to the people who approved it
in 2007 and asked them what they will approve today.

The Pine Barrens Society is not out to get farmers, neither the
Whelan Court nor the Society's pleadings said farmers couldn't put
up deer fencing, irrigate their crops or have farm stands. The
agricultural lobby or politicians somehow or another must have made
that up. We even support hoop houses, temporary structures that
don't require the removal of fertile soil. In fact, we support
everything contained in the 2007 referendum which the public
approved and we supported. I brought a copy for Mr. Nolan so that
he can review that.
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In fact, farmers may do anything that their zoning permits on their
property, including wine tasting rooms and catering halls. What
they can't do is take money from the neighbors for not developing
the land and then go develop it. Farming on Long Island has
changed. Farmers now grow lots of water-polluting sod, they grow
lots of ornamental plants, they even grow solar panels and call
them solar farms. What they don't grow much of is food, that's
down to less than 20% of the market. But our lawsuit is not just
about farming, it's about the public trust. Three times we've gone
to court to insist that laws created by referendum can only be
changed by referendum, and three times the courts have agreed right
up to the State's highest court, the Court of Appeals. Legally
what that means is that if the people make the law, only the people
can change it, not the politicians; so you can fix everything by
writing it any way you want and if the public votes for it, you got
exactly what you want.

Why is this so important? Not just the land and water protection,
but everything government does. It's because Suffolk taxpayers are
paying twice the national average in taxes and yet time and again
they have gone to the polls and approved referenda after referenda,
we're talking about more than ten, and volunteered more than $2
billion to government if only government assures them that the
money will be spent to preserve land and protect water; that's all
that has to happen.

So if you and Steve Bellone think you can take the public's money
and use it for anything you darn well please after we've told you
what we want to spend it on, then get ready to say good-bye to any
more money by future referendum. The money comes from people who
trust you to do what they said they supported and not to change
that; that was the mistake in 2010 and in 2000 -- the second one
was in '13.

So we threatened the loss of farming as an industry if we don't
make a fair deal with the public. Put it in front of them and what
they say goes and anything that you want that they support is
permissible.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Mr. Amper, there's a number of questions for you. We'll start with
Legislator Fleming.

LEG. FLEMING:
Thank you, Legislator Calarco. Good afternoon, Dick. And I
appreciate the conversations that we've had about this. Let me ask
you, though, a couple of questions. I'm interested to hear, first
of all, that you've said again here today that the 2007 referendum
defines what the taxpayers approve.

MR. AMPER:
I did. (Went to hand Legislator Fleming a paper).

LEG. FLEMING:
I have it. Thank you, sir. But I'll take; if you want to give me
something, it's fine.
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D.P.O. CALARCO:
Well, you can give it to the Clerk.

LEG. FLEMING:
It's probably the best to give it to the Clerk and that way it's in
the record. I appreciate the education.

MR. AMPER:
I'm sorry, but you had other questions.

LEG. FLEMING:
Nope, that's -- I haven't finished my question.

MR. AMPER:
Okay.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yeah. So the question being around your statement that the 2007
referendum is valid, and I'm glad to hear you say that you agree
with everything that's in that referendum.

MR. AMPER:
Voted for it personally.

LEG. FLEMING:
Great. So if -- so then we can all agree that if we no longer act
under the 2010 and 2013 amendments, that the 2007 referendum is
still valid and we're done here.

MR. AMPER:
And that's what the court has said, that you may not act on
anything --

LEG. FLEMING:
No, no, no, no. Dick, I'm just asking you about -- look, your
actions have -- you won in this round and your actions have thrown
the Farmland Preservation Program into disarray.

MR. AMPER:
No, I think --

LEG. FLEMING:
So I'm interested and I know you have told me that your opinion
doesn't matter, but I think considering the fallout from the
actions that your organization has taken, that it's important that
we find out what it is you do agree to. And so I'm very interested
to hear you say that the 2007 referendum is valid.

MR. AMPER:
Is this a question?

LEG. FLEMING:
My question is I want to confirm, Dick, that the 2007 referendum,
according to your organization, is fine. You don't object -- if we
were to say today we are not acting under the 2010 or 2013
amendments, we are acting only under the 2007 referendum, that we
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do not need to go back to the taxpayers, that we know what the
program consists of and we can act from there without your
objection, without your taking us to court.

MR. AMPER:
The court has said that the 2010 and 2013 --

LEG. FLEMING:
Dick, I'm sorry. I just need you to answer my question. I'm
asking what you, what your position is.

MR. AMPER:
I understand what you would like to do, but you simply said that
our action hurt the farm program. What hurt the farm program is --
I'm going to finish this.

LEG. FLEMING:
Excuse me. Mister --

MR. AMPER:
Mr. Chairman?

LEG. FLEMING:
Deputy Presiding Officer, can I just get an answer to my question?
My question, Mr. Amper, is it your position, is it a position of
the organization that you had that you will not object if we simply
go back and start running the program under the '07 referendum?

MR. AMPER:
Yes. If I may --

LEG. FLEMING:
Thank you. My other question --

MR. AMPER:
-- finish -- no, no.

LEG. FLEMING:
-- is with regard to your use of the term development.

MR. AMPER:
I have not been given an opportunity to respond.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Let Legislator Fleming ask her question, please.

LEG. FLEMING:
Thank you, Mr. Calarco. You have used the word development, and I
think in some forms a little more strongly than you did today,
talking about how farmers have misused taxpayer dollars by engaging
in development on their farms.

MR. AMPER:
No.
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LEG. FLEMING:
Okay. If you want to clarify that, I think that would be very
beneficial to the discussion. So why don't you tell us what you
mean by development.

MR. AMPER:
No, what I'm going to tell you about is what happened that caused
the --

LEG. FLEMING:
I'm sorry; could you answer my question and tell me what you
consider development.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Fleming, I think he's attempting to answer the question.

LEG. FLEMING:
Okay. Just what does development mean under your concerns?

MR. AMPER:
It's defined in the 2007 law. What you can and can't do is clear
there and Whelan upheld that and so did the courts when money was
taken from the Quarter Penny Program previously without referendum.

LEG. FLEMING:
I appreciate that. I'm sorry to be --

MR. AMPER:
Is there anybody here who does not understand the issue about the
referendum? Those laws were changed --

LEG. FLEMING:
Mr. Amper? I'm sorry, but the thing is we're in --

MR. AMPER:
This is utterly unfair.

LEG. FLEMING:
We are in a very tough situation.

MR. AMPER:
Do you want information or you want to tell me what you think?

LEG. FLEMING:
No, I'm asking questions because it's important to get the answers
in order for us to figure out what to do in a very complicated
situation that has rendered the program chaotic, and that you've
heard the farmers say is --

MR. AMPER:
I object to that.

LEG. FLEMING:
Well, I have to do my job, sir.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

03:57PM

03:57PM

03:58PM

03:58PM

* Index Included at End of Transcript 114

MR. AMPER:
Rendered it --

LEG. KRUPSKI.
I'm a lawmaker.

MR. AMPER:
Rendered it inoperative was the behavior of the Legislature in 2010
and 2013; that's what the court said and that's what we say.

LEG. FLEMING:
I appreciate -- I appreciate that you want to place blame, and
that's fine but it's not my job, so I'm not going to worry about
that. What I need to worry about is what is it that you say is
unobjectionable with regard to operating under the '07 referendum?
And in answering that, I need to know what you consider
development; how do you define the word development?

MR. AMPER:
Any way it appears in the 2007 referendum, not beyond that.

LEG. FLEMING:
That's very helpful.

MR. AMPER:
Okay.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
So if you go to the 2007 referendum --

MR. AMPER:
Guess what else I'll say?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
-- we're good.

MR. AMPER:
Guess what else I'll say. If you put in front of the people who
created this law back in 2007 a host of things you think the
farmers should be able to do and they vote for them and put their
money up to pay people for those development rights, we don't have
any quarrel with that. It's breaking trust with the public; that's
what caused the problem, that's what compromised all these people.
All you've got to do is go to the public and say, Can we do this?
And if they say yes, it's their money and they can do it, but I
didn't do that last time.

LEG. FLEMING:
Thank you, sir. I've heard your talking points, I've read them in
the Newsday, I've heard them a number of times. What I'm asking is
how we can fix it, because that's our job. And the question I have
is -- please, just let me finish. If we reenact -- if we just go
back to the 2007, you say that's fine, the 2007 referendum you
accept. So in my view, that means I don't have to go back to
referendum, I can allow these folks to go and meet the next season,
the next growing season, to order their seeds now or in a month
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from now, to order -- you know, to decide what equipment they can
store or not store, to decide what irrigation they can use or not
use. If we can say to them, We're good. Mr. Amper and his
organization don't object to anything that's in the '07 referendum,
we don't need to go back and define anything, we just operate under
the referendum which you say is valid; am I right about that?

MR. AMPER:
You're halfway right. The other half is that these farmers are
telling all of us that they need to do other things than were
provided for -- I want to finish this -- in 2007. And if they want
to do that they can do that. They can build the Empire State
Building on their property if the public says it's okay to do.

LEG. FLEMING:
The public already --

MR. AMPER:
What is the problem with listening to the people that are paying
for this?

LEG. FLEMING:
I'm just thinking about timing and honoring the growing cycle and
nature so that people can keep their businesses moving forward.

MR. AMPER:
Judge Whelan --

LEG. FLEMING:
If the 2007 referendum --

MR. AMPER:
Judge Whalen has said what can be done.

LEG. FLEMING:
Sorry. If the 2007 referendum is valid, then my view is that
perhaps -- we'll talk to our lawyers, but maybe we don't need to go
any further. I don't -- no, we don't have to do another
referendum, we don't have to keep people in ambiguity. We can say
what does the '07 referendum mean and just move forward with the
program under that, just rescind the 2010 and 2013.

MR. AMPER:
Whatever the Whelan opinion says stands unless it's overturned, but
you're now going back and challenging that in court. You're not
accepting the notion that is predominant and is the only problem
separating us.

LEG. FLEMING:
I think it's very, very important to distinguish the roles here.
We are the Legislature --

MR. AMPER:
Is this permissible, Mr. Chairman?
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LEG. FLEMING:
The Administration is filing an appeal.

MR. AMPER:
Please, I've come before this body many, many times --

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I think it's time to move on.

MR. AMPER:
-- and I've never seen an attorney just simply --

LEG. HAHN:
You had your three minutes.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I have a whole host of people who would like to ask you questions.

MR. AMPER:
Great.

LEG. FLEMING:
Thank you, Mr. Calarco.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Trotta is next.

MR. AMPER:
They might even hear an answer.

LEG. TROTTA:
What caused you to file this lawsuit?

MR. AMPER:
(Laughter) The people on Long Island --

LEG. TROTTA:
Is there a project in particular that you're upset with or --

MR. AMPER:
No. When Steve Levy took $30 million without the people's vote we
challenged it. When Steve Bellone took money out of the sewage
program we challenged it. We've got no problem with farmers. Our
problem is with the politicians that are playing loose with the
rules. You don't have to be that group. You people can say, No,
we're going to do it right. And if the farmers need more than they
can get without trick -- tripping the development limitation, they
can have that too if the public votes yes. We're consistent. In
each and every case it wasn't all about farms, it wasn't all about
about Steve Levy, it wasn't all about Steve Bellone, it was about
the people who are paying two-and-a-half times the national average
in taxes and gave you guys $2 billion to protect farmland and open
space. Those are the people I'm worried about.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay, so is it like a spot where they were building greenhouses
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where there should have been, you know, corn being grown? Is there
something specific?

MR. AMPER:
Has anybody seen the white screen house that tripped this thing in
the first place?

LEG. TROTTA:
Yeah, that's what I want to know about.

MR. AMPER:
It's an old factory, it's nothing remotely like a farm.

LEG. TROTTA:
Where is that?

MR. AMPER:
That's not what these people are asking to do. The guy went and
really --

LEG. TROTTA:
Tell me what happened in that instance.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
They sold.

MR. AMPER:
They sold their development rights and then covered it with
concrete and glass buildings, removed all the top soil and turned
it into a factory. It's not the farm that these people are
concerned about.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay, where did that happen?

MR. AMPER:
Center Moriches.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. And how many acres was it? Was that like -- you know,
believe me, that's what I don't want to happen.

MR. AMPER:
I can't tell you. But look at the aerial pictures, it's
wall-to-wall. Those plants never saw the soil of the Earth.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. See that's --

MR. AMPER:
That's what the problem's about.

LEG. TROTTA:
I'm --
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MR. AMPER:
The public wouldn't vote for that. So all I'm asking you to do is
to give them anything they want but the public has to approve it.
Otherwise, let me tell you, you've killed the goose that laid the
golden egg, they're not going to keep voting for these referenda
and provide billions of dollars that the taxpayers want to be spent
on farmland and open space and a rural landscape. That's what they
want to do and they'll keep doing it, unless you guys ignore what
the law says, that any law that is created by the people can only
be changed by the people; you do that and everything goes away.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. So this instance in Center Moriches was what turned you on?

MR. AMPER:
The straw that broke the camel's back.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. Now -- and you want -- and you're saying is if --

MR. AMPER:
And Rob, if I may. And I went to the Farm Bureau, and I don't mean
the management today, I went to the Farm Bureau and said, They can
do you a favor by changing these rules but it has to be done by
referendum, and he said, I have the votes. The courts say you
don't.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. So, I mean, listen, I agree with you, I don't think the
intent of the law was to put up acres and acres of greenhouses and
strip the soil, I don't think anybody on this horseshoe thinks
that's it.

MR. AMPER:
Somebody would rather say that the Long Island Pine Barrens Society
is picking on farmers.

LEG. TROTTA:
I'm not --

MR. AMPER:
No, we picked on Levy, we picked on Bellone, we're equal
opportunity offenders, you all know us.

LEG. TROTTA:
Listen --

MR. AMPER:
What are we fighting for or what are we defending? And what we're
defending is the right of the public to spend their dollars as they
choose to.

LEG. TROTTA:
So you think --
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MR. AMPER:
And I think they'll spend them to protect farms, I think they will.
But you've got to give them a chance to do it and you can't just go
make a deal someplace which is why I don't want to tell Ms.
Fleming, I shall tell you what farmers may do, I shall tell you
how -- it's not my place to do that, it's the people of Suffolk
County's place.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Mr. Amper. I want to try to keep us moving along. I have a couple
of other people who have questions, so just if you could try to
keep your answers brief.

MR. AMPER:
Good.

LEG. TROTTA:
In summary --

MR. AMPER:
You're not the first person to tell me to shut up.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I'm sure I'm not.

LEG. TROTTA:
And won't be the last. I'm sure -- so that's what caused you to do
it, and I commend you for that. Do you happen to know --

MR. AMPER:
I'll tell you how to fix it.

LEG. TROTTA:
Do you know what the percentage is on that farm; was it half, you
know, greenhouses or if it was ten acres, it was five acres? You
don't know.

MR. AMPER:
I'm probably not qualified, but in looking at it it looks like
90% buildings.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. So clearly I don't --

MR. AMPER:
That would be -- I would consider that development, Legislator
Fleming.

LEG. TROTTA:
I mean, through the Chair, to Legislator Krupski. Are you familiar
with this?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
No, we're asking questions of the speaker, that's it, this is not a
cross debate.
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LEG. TROTTA:
No problem. Thanks.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
We can talk later.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Good afternoon, Mr. Amper. I understand your points, the people
voted in 2007 on a referendum.

MR. AMPER:
Your husband also appreciates that.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Well (laughter). And the people have a right to have what they
voted for done. This legislation -- Legislator -- Legislature,
over the years, has at times taken money from places that was not
the people's request. But right now these people have a growing
season coming up, they're concerned as to what the next step for
viability for their business can be. So at this point in time,
they should go back and read the 2007 referendum and can gone go on
from there.

MR. AMPER:
That's not my opinion, that's Whelan's opinion.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay, that's all I want to know. And I can't ask a question of
George at this point?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
No.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay.

MR. NOLAN:
Later.

LEG. KENNEDY:
I'll ask the question later.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Barraga.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Dick, as I sit here and listen to this, as Legislator Kennedy
indicated, it seems to me that Legislator Fleming, as she pointed
out, wants to go back to the 2007 referenda; take a look at that
and what it was called for. Anything in there that's called for
you're willing to go along with. What you're saying, and I could
be wrong on this, anything over and above that that these farmers
want to do, anything in addition, then you're advocating another
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referendum.

MR. AMPER:
That's correct.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Okay. Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I have one question for you, Mr. Amper.

MR. AMPER:
Did we fix this?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
And you and I both know words matter an awful lot and how you
present an issue matters an awful lot. So I heard you during your
statement mention wineries, tasting rooms, you mentioned catering
halls, those kind of facilities.

MR. AMPER:
We're calling it agritourism these days.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
No, no. So the question I have for you is can you give me an
instance on County -- property where the County bought development
rights where we have allowed a catering facility or a wine tasting
room?

MR. AMPER:
No, that wasn't what it was about, it was strictly about whether
any of these rules could be changed by the Legislature as opposed
to the public, that's the whole thing.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
No, but I asked the question because you and I both know words
matter. So when you framed the debate, as you did with your
statement, stating that what we won't allow them to do is put
winery tasting rooms and catering halls -- and you just said, We
call that agritourism -- on their properties, is that something
that has been permitted to your knowledge? Because my
understanding is there's a lot clearance limit in terms of how much
a property could be cleared. It's my understanding that they're
not allowed to have tasting rooms or catering facilities or any of
those things on properties where we've bought the development
rights. So my question to you is is there an instance where that
has occurred that I am not aware of? Because you may know.

MR. AMPER:
You want to make it --

D.P.O. CALARCO:
It's really a yes or no question

MR. AMPER:
Because you want to make it about either a catering hall.
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(*The following was taken and transcribed by
Lucia Braaten - Court Stenographer*)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
No, no, no, no, no. You -- I --

MR. AMPER:
In the bill that's in front you, can I just --

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Mr. Amper, no, no, hold on. I asked you a very specific question
based on the testimony you gave here today. I didn't bring up
those facilities, those things. You brought them up in your
testimony, which is why I think now it's relevant to ask the
question if that has ever happened, because you brought it up. So
now I need to know if that has actually occurred.

MR. AMPER:
Okay.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
It's a yes or no.

MR. AMPER:
I'm going to tell you exactly what I said. In fact, Suffolk
farmers can do anything that zoning permits on their property if
they don't sell the development rights, including wine tasting
rooms and catering halls. That is a factual statement. I cannot
tell where that all comes out.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Absolutely, okay.

MR. AMPER:
But I also looked at the bill that you're considering and it lists
as a permitted use Agritourism. What is that exactly? Is that a
bed and breakfast, is that a hotel?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
No, no. Agritourism is actually defined in both State Law and
County Law.

MR. AMPER:
And so would you like to tell me what that all permits?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
It doesn't permit catering facilities or wine tasting rooms.

MR. AMPER:
Ah, but if you wanted to build a catering facility, you just
wouldn't apply for the program, would you?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yeah, I would have.
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MR. AMPER:
So what I'm saying is the farmer -- the business has changed and
farmers can change with it. And what they might have been willing
to give up they may not want to give up anymore.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
But you're exactly right, they won't join the program, or they'll
set aside portions of their property so that they can
accommodate --

MR. AMPER:
I think the danger is --

D.P.O. CALARCO:
-- those other needs.

MR. AMPER:
I think the danger is there won't be any money put up by the public
to pay them for their development rights.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay.

MR. AMPER:
Are you worried about that?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I understand your point. Now the Presiding Officer had a follow-up
question, I believe.

P.O. GREGORY:
Right here. I see -- I understand your passion and, you know,
you're like the bull's eye.

MR. AMPER:
We're going to fix this.

P.O. GREGORY:
No, I -- so the concern that I have is some of the people that I've
met with said, "You know what, they can't do simple things as put
up deer fencing." I mean, would you agree that that kind of is --
hello. Yes.

MR. AMPER:
Who said they couldn't put up deer fencing?

P.O. GREGORY:
That's the word that I've heard, that there was concerns that, "We
can't" -- "We don't know what we can do. We can't put up deer
fencing, we can't put a building to protect our farm equipment,"
some of the normal things.

MR. AMPER:
Let's do the deer fencing thing.
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P.O. GREGORY:
I'm sorry?

MR. AMPER:
Let's do the deer fencing thing.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay.

MR. AMPER:
Because I've read in the paper where this lawsuit prevented the
construction of deer fencing, which all of these people need. And
the answer is it's not a permanent structure. If you don't remove
the soil -- the language is really quite clear and it's been for
some time. It got messed up in 2010 and 2013. And you -- that's
already been fixed, the court's already done it. But why go
through how many months or years of additional litigation that's
already been settled by the Appellate Court? If it's done by the
public at referendum, you can't change it by any other means.
Let's agree to that and have this go away, go back and do anything
that Whelan did not rule on.

What stake do we have in this, other than the confidence that the
public will continue to throw billions of dollars at protecting
land and water, or they'll say, "I'm not doing this anymore because
they're changing the rules without my permission"? Anybody share
my concern about that?

P.O. GREGORY:
Well, I think I can appreciate some of the people who have been in
the program, say, let's say since its inception, and there's a
contract. And, yes, there have been changes to what they can do
over the years, but now they're saying, "Well, wait a minute. I
don't know where I stand."

MR. AMPER:
We asked for one thing from the Court.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay.

MR. AMPER:
To determine that laws that are made by the people can only be
changed by them, and we did it to avoid the Levy, and the Bellone,
and the farm crisis. If you leave it up to the public, they can
permit these people to do anything they want. Let's do that.

P.O. GREGORY:
But I'm being told, and Cilmi, you know, probably --

MR. AMPER:
You're being told that, by the way, this was not created by
referendum.

P.O. GREGORY:
Right, right. Well, but I'm being told that something --
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MR. AMPER:
This Legislature was told that it wasn't created by the -- 1974?
No. The program we're working under was created in 2007.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes. Let me ask the question.

MR. AMPER:
And we have the copy and I brought you one.

P.O. GREGORY:
Let me ask the question, please. That something as simple as
putting up deer fencing is -- they're not sure that they can do.
So do you think --

MR. AMPER:
I can't help what they're not sure of. Nobody told them that.

P.O. GREGORY:
But let's say that is true. Do you think we should put up a public
referendum, pay probably -- you know, a countywide referendum
probably costs at least 200, $300,000 to hold a voter referendum so
someone could put deer fencing?

MR. AMPER:
If it were my farming -- if it were my farm, I'd put up deer
fencing, because I don't see any prohibition against it.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I'm done. Thank you. Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
That prompted one more. Legislator Cilmi.

LEG. CILMI:
I'm sorry. And I know this is going to be dangerous for me to
speak here. I really don't want to get into a debate with you,
Dick, and I don't disagree with you. I don't disagree with you.

MR. AMPER:
Then we won't have a debate.

LEG. CILMI:
Good. So what I -- the way I read the -- at least a portion of the
decision, it was somewhat vague, and it basically said --

MR. AMPER:
Katie, would you grab it from my -- please, yeah.

LEG. CILMI:
It basically left the question of what is development open-ended.
And so I think the concern on the part of farmers, therefore, is,
well, what is development? Now, if we then in the County take
advantage of the decision's vagarity and define development in a
manner --
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(*Mr. Amper handed Legislator Cilmi a document*)

Thank you. In a manner that is -- appreciate that. In a manner
that is agreeable to a broad base of constituencies --

MR. AMPER:
A majority.

LEG. CILMI:
-- yourself included, then, you know, the majority of farmers can
go their merry way and do what they need to do in order to be
farmers, and we can all be satisfied that the letter and the intent
of the original law is intact. And, personally speaking, I think
we can -- I think we can do that, you know, here and now without --
without worrying about anything.

MR. AMPER:
But this has been across the court's definition of what could be
done. We do it. All we do is we go to our neighbors -- and, by
the way, they may want to add things that they think that they
should be able to do that wasn't contemplated ten years ago.

LEG. CILMI:
All right. But --

MR. AMPER:
If the public's willing to support it, nobody's got a problem.

LEG. CILMI:
I understand. My point is I don't think we need to do that as a
referendum. I think the -- and I understand your point, I
sincerely do. But I think what we need to do is define
development. And if we can't come to an agreement collectively on
what development is --

MR. AMPER:
You have to come to an agreement about what we mean collectively.
I'm talking about the residents of Suffolk County, the taxpayers,
the people whose money that's going for this.

LEG. CILMI:
Right. But we -- but we have --

MR. AMPER:
Doesn't it worry you that they maybe stop doing this? Do you know
that the people of Suffolk County, more people --

LEG. CILMI:
Dick. Dick, I'm sorry to -- I'm sorry to interrupt.

MR. AMPER:
Forty-five of the 50 states, it's going to stop, and they
don't want it stopped anymore than I do.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Mr. Amper.
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LEG. CILMI:
Dick.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Mr. Amper.

LEG. CILMI:
There are things we can agree on. You -- we were just having a
conversation about fencing, for example. There's some document
somewhere, I saw it, that says -- that includes fencing as in the
definition of development.

MR. AMPER:
I don't find it in the court, and we never even asked for it.

LEG. CILMI:
It's not in the court decision, that's my point. But there is a
document that defines development as fencing.

MR. AMPER:
Mr. Nolan will read it and maybe he can tell you then that that's
not prohibited under the law. It would be perfectly fine with me.

LEG. CILMI:
I think the whole objective of this resolution, the whole
objective, and forgive me, Bridget, for putting words in your mouth
here, but I agree, the objective is for these -- the folks in the
room who are farmers, who are business people, who are trying to
make a living, who are trying to protect their future, the
objective is to understand exactly what we're dealing with. And I
think the problem is -- and it's been said that you created the
problem. In my view the court created the problem by writing
a relatively --

MR. AMPER:
I view this Legislature created the problem.

LEG. CILMI:
I understand. We can all disagree about who created the problem,
but the problem exists. So let's all work together rather than
being at odds to fix the problem. That's my --

MR. AMPER:
Absolutely right, couldn't agree more fully.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Legislator Browning.

LEG. BROWNING:
Okay. You know, I kind of understand where you're coming from.
However, I defer always to Al when it comes to farming and
expertise. And I know many of these farmers are still struggling.
Even the farmland development rights being purchased, they still
struggle. And that is one of my concerns, is to prohibit them from
being able to do something so that they can keep their farms
running. And I'll give you an example.
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I think you know where my husband comes from, grew up in Nebraska,
small town of 2,000 people, farming community. His brother's a
farmer, our brother-in-law is a farmer. And I can tell you that
every single small family farm that existed when we were first
married doesn't exist anymore. The corporations bought them over.
And I want to make sure that we don't see that happening here on
Long Island, because the bottom line is, is I don't want to buy GMO
type product, okay? I want to be able to buy food from a local
farm, many of them are organic, I want to be able to buy that
product. And I don't want to see what's happened in the Midwest,
with the farmers in the Midwest to happen here on Long Island.

So understand, and I understand you have your passion for what
you're -- what you do and what you're -- you know, how you feel
about the, you know, development on farms, but you have to -- it
really bothers me that you're doing this lawsuit, because I think
to honestly sit down with them, and I think to work out with them
what is best for them so that they can survive. Because wouldn't
you be concerned -- and this is my question. Wouldn't you be
concerned that if you're going to prohibit them from being able to
do what they need to do to survive, that they're all going to go
out of business and someone else is going to come in, and that's
the end of local farming? Aren't you concerned about what could
happen putting them out of business?

(*Applause*)

MR. AMPER:
I am. And what could put them out of business is not having
sufficient public support. What they need when they enter this
program is for government, for the people to give them money, and I
don't think the people are going to keep doing that if they don't
think they're getting what they paid for. That's all. It's the
equal threat.

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

MR. AMPER:
So what is the solution? Go to the people whose money it is, say
this is what we need, and see if they give it to you.

LEG. BROWNING:
Well, Dick, I think tying their hands behind their backs is going
to wind up seeing corporations in here.

MR. AMPER:
One of the things -- I will make a suggestion, too. And I'm always
told by our counsel not to advance anything, but somebody needs to
go to an attorney who knows whether or not deer fencing is
prohibited and tell their client that it isn't.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Don't go anywhere yet, Mr. Amper, we have more. We have one more.
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MR. AMPER:
Okay.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
One person gets the next person going.

MR. AMPER:
Okay, good.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator McCaffrey.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
I'm going to give this a try, Dick. I've been -- over here. I've
been listening very carefully, and I don't know a lot about
farming, I say this all the time. The only thing I know about
farming --

MR. AMPER:
Nor do I.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
-- is what Al Krupski tells me.

MR. AMPER:
It's not about farming.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
I know, I'm on the West End. But I am concerned about the farmers
on the East End preserving their farm. I really like to know that
they are there, and I'm sure that you do as well, okay?

MR. AMPER:
Do you know how much money and time we spend campaigning for the
Farmland Preservation, my organization?

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Again, I'm just -- Dick, I don't think we're going to get this
resolved in the time frame that's necessary for them to be able to
plant crops and get ready into this next growing season, and we've
got a lot of uncertainty there. And I understand about the
greenhouses, and you admit that's the straw that broke the camel's
back, and we're not going to fix that in the next time period that
we need to rectify their problems so they -- so the farmers have
some certainty in terms of what they could expect in this upcoming
year. I heard about the deer fencing, I heard about the barns, and
I heard about the irrigation.

MR. AMPER:
Irrigation. We don't -- plants need to be irrigated.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Right. But I'm just saying, so, in my mind, from someone who is
not a farmer, and admittedly you feel the same way, that -- but it
seems to me that these are the types of things that may be
necessary and to be able to operate a farm in this day and age. So
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I don't know that if they have these things or they plan to put up
the fencing, or irrigate their crops, or put a new building to do
that, or have to replace a barn, and now they're going to be, you
know, hitting over the issue of whether it's a permanent structure
or not. I think the real question is no, the police aren't going
to be out there looking at them to do that until the time that we
have some clarity in this.

Would your organization be the ones that would file suit to enforce
the judgment or the decision that was already rendered if someone
were to put up, say, for instance, deer fencing? And if they were
to, say, replace an existing structure that they already had to --
and I'm not talking about a catering -- I'm talking about a modest
structure to store their crops and to put their equipment in.

MR. AMPER:
I don't know, because the public didn't tell them whether they
could or they couldn't.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Yeah, I know. But I'm just telling you, as -- you know, as a
person, you know -- and I guess you got to go by the reasonable
person method and say I would think they would need deer fencing,
that they would need irrigation, and that they would need a barn to
park their tractors and store their crops. So, I mean, a
reasonable person would say that, yeah, that should be okay. And
that probably was the intent of that 2007 law. So if someone
didn't take down all their farm and cement over it and put
greenhouses on it, do these farmers have anything to worry about
from your organization file suit to enforce that judgment?

MR. AMPER:
They have nothing to worry about our organization suing, only under
the circumstance that what rules they're playing by were approved
by the public. As long as that's so -- let me say categorically,
deer fencing. Why would we have it -- we'd have to be anti-farmer.
And what -- if they'd like to set that up, but that's not what this
is about. So let's find out what that is.

I think that different people are telling different people what
farmers can and can't do, and I think we should leave it up to
them. I think that, like the Whelan decision or not, it's pretty
clear what it says, and that's the way it is, not just because
Whelan said it, because that's what the public voted for. And we,
all of us, all of these farmers want them to keep giving us money
for the purpose of protecting the remaining 10,000 acres of
farmland, but they're not going to do it if you say, "April fool".

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
And I understand what you're saying. The only point I'm trying to
make is by the time we had a referendum -- if we agreed with you
100%, okay, we said, "Dick, I agree with you 100%," I'm not saying
that I am, but if I did, we wouldn't get a referendum until
November and they lose a whole growing season to say that, "Hey,
that there's potential for me losing that right."
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MR. AMPER:
They need to go to their attorney and find out whether that's a
legitimate fear or not, I can't judge that for them.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
But I think we need some -- but no one else is -- we're not going
to be policing them. We're not going to say, "Hey, you can't up a
deer fence." We're not going to be able to put up -- you can't put
up -- replace an existing building that you had that you use for
specific farming purposes.

MR. AMPER:
Okay. But if they do something that the court said was done
without a referendum, we're not going to resolve the problem even
by this November. What you need to -- it sounds to me like you
need to do is that somebody could tell these people, who believed
that they are reasonably entitled to do something because it's
essential to farming, and that it is not precluded by the 2007
referendum, that they ought to go do it. I'm not coming looking
for a problem with a farmer, I'm worried about not having a problem
with the people.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Okay. Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Anybody else? Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Amper, for coming
down today. Our next speaker is Dale Moyer, followed by Howard
Johnson.

MR. MOYER:
Good afternoon. I'm Dale Moyer. I am here to support I.R. 1025.
I am a taxpayer. I've served 14 years and continue to serve on the
Farmland Committee. I'm a past employee of Cornell Cooperative
Extension, where I was in the Ag Program for 35 years.

The Farmland Program has been very successful and a very
outstanding program for over 40 years. Unfortunately, right now,
there needs to be a clarification in that program, as many of you
discussed. You've made comments about fencing and so forth. But
uncertainty has led to many problems with the growers, what they
can do, what they can't do, and that has to be clarified soon. And
that's why something has to be done immediately, so they can get
into this growing season and get their work done and make their
living the way they have for many years.

To continue to preserve farmland and preserve agriculture in
Suffolk County, this Local Law must be adopted. To make the
agriculture, which is a huge industry in Suffolk County, you must
support this I.R. 1025. And to continue to have a strong
agriculture farmland program and a farm -- and agriculture
industry, please think about and support this I.R. 1025. Thank
you.
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And one other comment. There seems to be a lot of confusion in
what Judge Whelan has or hasn't declared. I'm not an attorney, but
you need to consult your attorney and determine what is and isn't
in terms of is '10 -- 2010, 2013, is that out? Yes, it is. But
what other things are not? Or has he -- has he kicked out so that
the growers can not do or the farmers cannot do? So I think it's
important that you look at your attorney and get clarification on
that statement. Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Oh, don't go anywhere yet. Legislator Trotta has a question.

LEG. TROTTA:
What -- over here. What does this prevent? What did you plan to
do this spring that you can't do because of this?

MR. MOYER:
The things like putting up fences, okay?

LEG. TROTTA:
I think that was --

MR. MOYER:
There is that question of is that a structure or not a structure.
The County, the attorneys have not come forward with it and said --

LEG. TROTTA:
Well, I think we just did that up.

MR. MOYER:
No, they have not said to the farmers that they can put up a fence.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. Is there anything else besides the fence?

MR. MOYER:
Or they can put up irrigation lines. Those are the questions, the
uncertainty thing.

LEG. TROTTA:
Well, I don't think there's anybody in this room who's saying that
you can't do that at all.

MR. MOYER:
Yeah, but is that -- is that something that the growers can feel
confident and go and do?

LEG. TROTTA:
Yeah, I would say yes.

MR. MOYER:
And if that's the case, then they should be told that in black and
white.

LEG. TROTTA:
Well, I think --
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MR. MOYER:
And get a clarification from the County to do that.

LEG. TROTTA:
I think what happens is the people are trying to create hysteria.
I don't think anybody is going to give you a hard time about
irrigation or a fence. Dick Amper just said do it, it's temporary.
Clearly, that's part of the farm.

MR. MOYER:
That's great news, then.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. Thank you.

MR. MOYER:
That's great news. I appreciate that.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Moyer.

MR. MOYER:
Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Our next speaker is Howard Johnson, followed by James Pike. .

MR. JOHNSON:
Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Legislature. My name
is Howard Johnson. I'm a third generation farmer from East
Northport, retired now. Hello, Bob.

My family started farming in East Northport in 1902. At that time,
my grandfather moved there because he could not make a living in
New York City at $1.12 a day as a carpenter. He became a farmer
out there, he grew pickles. As his family grew, my father was one
of eight children, there were six boys, two girls. All but one of
them was involved in agriculture when I was a little boy.

I grew up in East Northport, but in the Commack School District.
When I started kindergarten, there were 13 students in my
kindergarten class. To give you an idea of how fast a community
can change, back in the 1930s and '40s, there were 70,000 acres of
potatoes that were grown in Suffolk County alone. My father's
family grew 1500 acres, and this is before the big equipment came
in to farm. Again, when I was in the first -- in kindergarten,
there were 13 students in my class in the Commack School District.
There were four school rooms. Twenty-five years later, my daughter
started kindergarten, there were 23 schools in the district. That
was because of the loss of farmland.

Farmers in the community, in East Northport, on Long Island, Nassau
County, they lost the ability to grow potatoes because of the
golden nematode. And almost overnight, Levittown was built, the
Mayfair Shopping Center was built. We lost tens of thousands,
maybe hundreds of thousands of acres to -- of agricultural land.
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We're now down to, rough estimates are, between 25 and 35,000
acres. We have 10,000 acres in the program. My concern is the
changing face of agriculture.

I was the last member of the Johnson Family to farm here on Long
Island. Again, I had 20 cousins that farmed when I was a little
boy and now there's nobody left. I have one family, Johnson Family
in Pennsylvania, that still farms. But the restrictions that this
program has on the agricultural industry, and we were told that our
hands are tied. I'll let the lawyers speak later. I can't speak,
I'm not a lawyer, I didn't read that. But the face of agriculture
has changed drastically just in my short lifetime. And, yeah, I'm
an old fossil and I'm 71 years old, but there's nobody in this
community that's more committed to Suffolk County than the farmers
in the preservation program.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Mr. Johnson, I have a couple of people who want -- have
questions for you. Legislator Trotta.

LEG. TROTTA:
Yeah. First of all, I've been buying corn at your -- since I was a
child. I remember getting on the back --

MR. JOHNSON:
I remember you coming in when you were running for election.

LEG. TROTTA:
Exactly. I think we all want to preserve as much land as we
possibly can. I think what's going on here, and I want to ask you
this question, we don't want -- this land was purchased not for
acres of greenhouses, and we're just trying to prevent that. You
know, we're just -- we don't want -- you know, because we spend so
much money on this land, we want it to be farmed. We don't want
this topsoil-stripped and greenhouses and built. That I think is
the crux of this. No one's against deer fencing, no one's against,
you know, irrigation. I mean, I think you would agree that, you
know, we want farms, we don't want acres of greenhouses, I would
think.

MR. JOHNSON:
I would like you to look into your crystal ball and tell me what
the face of agriculture will be in 5 years, 25 years --

LEG. TROTTA:
Well, then --

MR. JOHNSON:
-- 50 years, or 100 years.

LEG. TROTTA:
Then I think we would do what Mr. Amper said, we'll put it up to
the voters and say, "Look, we need to do this," and they would go
along with it.
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MR. JOHNSON:
The face of agriculture has changed drastically over the -- over my
lifetime. And to put restrictions in that --

LEG. TROTTA:
Well, I think the restrictions can always be removed. I think that
was the whole point with -- and there's no -- according to him,
there's no restrictions, essentially, except for massive
greenhouses.

MR. JOHNSON:
I think back to a customer that came in. Now, if you've been
shopping since you were a little boy, this was about 40 years.
Forty years ago a woman came in and she was complaining about just
about everything, and the last comment she made to me was, "We
don't need the farmers, we can get all the food we need in the
supermarket."

(*Laughter*)

LEG. TROTTA:
Thank you.

MR. JOHNSON:
All right?

LEG. TROTTA:
For my whole life I got tomato plants and corn and vegetables at
your house, AND I want to thank you.

MR. JOHNSON:
I appreciate. Thank you for shopping.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
I was tempted to ask Mr. Johnson about your recollections of
Mr. Trotta as a youth, but we'll talk about that later.

(*Laughter*)

MR. JOHNSON:
Unfortunately, I didn't know him as a youth, but I had many
customers that came in.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
I got to -- I got to ask you. So you're a member of the Suffolk
County Farmland Committee.

MR. JOHNSON:
Yes, I am.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
For how long?
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MR. JOHNSON:
Eight years.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
All right. So, you know, I've got the -- I've got the enabling
legislation from the Suffolk County Local Law No. 19-1974 and
relating to the acquisition of development rights and agricultural
lands is emphatically stated to be the most important State policy
to conserve and protect, and to encourage the development and
improvement of agricultural lands. Is it -- I got to ask you, is
it your opinion that the function of the committee is to determine
what's appropriate on preserved land?

MR. JOHNSON:
Yes. Yeah, we are presented with different things that the farmers
want to do on their land, and then we vote on it. We discuss it,
we vote on it, and I would say most of the time it's approved, if
it's a common agricultural practice.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Do you remember a time when something was proposed that wasn't
approved by the committee?

MR. JOHNSON:
Yeah, there were a couple. Well, a couple of properties that came
in where we denied acquisition. One was we didn't see a future for
that farm to stay in agriculture through the next generation, there
was nobody else.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
And, also, and something in relation that was mentioned earlier
about mining the soil. I know there was a farm in Calverton that
the committee acted on a couple of years ago. There was a proposal
to basically sand mine. I don't know if you remember that, and the
committee turned it down.

MR. JOHNSON:
Yes, yeah. There have been a couple of properties that have been
used for storing waste cars after Hurricane Sandy, I believe it
was.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
That's right.

MR. JOHNSON:
And the committee got after them. And through the threat of
litigation, it was cleaned up by the property owner. But, you
know, we still have one or two properties that are in litigation
right now, and we don't know what the outcome will be. But they've
misused the law and gone against the -- what the committee wished.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Well, thank you for your -- you know, for your answers, but thank
you for serving on that committee.
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MR. JOHNSON:
Anyone else?

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Thank you, sir.

MR. JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(*Applause*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. James Pike, and then Paul Rogers.

MR. PIKE:
Good afternoon. I'm here to speak -- my name is James Pike and I'm
here to speak in favor of Resolution 1025, introduced by Legislator
Fleming and Krupski.

I am a produce grower in Sagaponack. About five or six ago, I had
the opportunity to buy a piece of preserved farmland with the
rights held by the County, and the first thing that I do -- did
after I closed on the property was to apply to put up a deer fence.
I have done that. And I have also received a permit to put up a
barn, which took quite a bit more time. But I'm here mainly on
behalf of the people who own County preserved farmland who probably
are in the situation right now where they want to do what I did,
but are in limbo because of this lawsuit.

Now my hope is that this legislation will help those people
immediately do what they need to do, and my hope in the long run is
that this whole issue will be clarified so that owners of farmland
who have not yet sold their development rights still have the
incentive to do so. I think that every dollar spent on development
rights by the Suffolk -- by Suffolk County is probably a dollar not
spent on a sewer system. And I sincerely hope that the program
continues. It's been so successful up until now and I just want to
see it continue. Thank you. That's all I have to say.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Thank you, Mr. Pike.

(*Applause*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Paul Rogers, and then David McLarin.

MR. ROGERS:
Thank you, Legislators, for this opportunity to address you. I'm
here to support the legislation under consideration by Legislators
Krupski and Fleming.

Our family has been farming in Water Mill for many generations.
In the mid 1970s, my father was suffering from Alzheimer's disease,
was unable to continue managing the farm. At the time, it wasn't
feasible for any of his children to take over the farm, but my
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mother still had no income and lots of bills to pay. So the easy
thing to do at the time would have been to sell the farm. It was
attractive to developers, and would have been easy to convert to
cash. However, neither she nor her children were comfortable with
taking the step. And because of the legacy and the history and the
traditions associated with the farm, we collectively decided to
keep the farm a farm.

So in the '80s, early 1980s, we participated in the County's
program to preserve farmland by selling the development rights to a
62-acre parcel in Water Mill. Subsequently, we have sold
development rights to -- over 42 additional acres to the Town of
Southampton, and preserved another 35 acres with a conservation
easement held by the Peconic Land Trust. All together, we have
preserved approximately 140 acres of farmland in perpetuity.

In 2016, we also sold enhanced development rights of over 85 acres,
which now limits what the farm can be used for to strictly
agricultural food production.

In selling the various development rights and imposing easements on
the property, we were making a commitment to keep it in farming.
We were ensuring that it could never be developed as -- in terms of
building houses or other uses other than farming. We were not
selling the rights to use the property for purposes related to
farming.

You've heard many people speak today about the changes in
agriculture since the 1970s, when the program began, when the
fields were basically -- farming was basically a lot of large open
fields where potatoes and corn were grown as commodities that were
sold into the wholesale market. This is increasingly rare, as the
farm-to-table movement has grown. People interested -- becoming
interested in buying locally grown food has changed the way
agriculture is grown. There are many small lots now that are being
used on -- so you might have a small lot that's 10 or 15 acres, and
you may still need to have structures on that, on that land.
There's a need for structures to house equipment, to process farm
produce, obviously, deer fencing. There are a variety of different
structures that are needed to farm, as you've heard from many
people already today.

Basically, to farm successfully today requires the use of a variety
of structures. In our case, we have an immediate need to install
the deer fencing on the 262-acre parcel, which we sold the
development rights to the County for in 1974. We also will need to
build a barn.

I'm not too concerned about the deer fence, after hearing the
conversation today, but in Southampton Town, in order to get a
permit to do a deer fence, you have to apply to the Planning Board
to get Planning Board approval, and then you have to get a
letter --
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P.O. GREGORY:
Mr. Rogers, I'm sorry, your time has expired, please wrap up. But
I think -- do you have a question? I think the Legislator has a
question. Oh, Legislator Fleming and then Legislator Trotta have
questions for you.

LEG. FLEMING:
Hi, Paul. Thank you for coming all the way from Bridgehampton.

MR. ROGERS:
My pleasure, Bridget.

LEG. FLEMING:
You mentioned a lot of acreage, you know, for Suffolk County terms,
and I know those are almost all Bridgehampton loam, some of the
finest ag soils in the State of New York, so thank you for your
stewardship.

I wanted to ask you -- I don't know. Are you and your son still
planning to move into grains; may I ask you?

MR. ROGERS:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Okay. Because I think it's very interesting and important. You
said when you -- when you were growing up it was potatoes, and
potatoes were pretty much what many, if not all, of the Southampton
farmers were farming at that time, I think, right?

MR. ROGERS:
That was the predominant crop, yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
And now -- and just what changes in the crops that you've grown
have there been over those years?

MR. ROGERS:
Well, I've been on hiatus from farming for a good many years
because of the issues that we had with ownership of the farm, which
have been recently clarified. But, increasingly, farms are growing
a diversity of vegetables, not just potatoes. So you need
different machines in order to manage, and tend, and harvest, and
process all the different vegetables, so that makes it more
complicated. You need more machinery, you need more space to store
the machinery.

There are people that are experimenting with growing grains, which
are being sold, processed, turned into flour and used by artisanal
bakeries on the East End or all over Long Island, whereas before,
the only grains that were grown were really to plant cover crop.
It was usually rye or wheat, and that wasn't -- it wasn't usually
harvested and sold as a commodity, it was just basically used to
perpetuate the farm.
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There is -- obviously, there are people now doing -- raising
cattle, and some people are getting back into raising poultry. So
a lot of these things have come back, but on a small scale. And
does that answer your question?

LEG. FLEMING:
It does very, very well. And I guess the reason why I asked the
question is because some, including the folks who've objected to
this -- the program and these aspects of the program, are saying we
should just make a list and go to the voters, you know, make a list
of what's permissible and go to the voters. And I'm concerned just
hearing about the changes that have happened in farming in the
recent past, that we're going to find ourselves in the same
position if we think that we can define what support is needed for
a farm operation, and that that's going to exist in perpetuity.
Would you agree that we need a certain level of flexibility, like
in terms of Legislator Trotta's questions with regard to
greenhouses? Or who knows what other technologies may develop, or
how you may need to store your grain, as opposed to how potatoes
would be stored, or, you know, like you said, the amount of space
you need for machinery. We just don't know. I'm not a farmer, but
I think that's where I'm -- where my head is, and I'm wondering if
that's accurate.

MR. ROGERS:
I would say it's very accurate. It's a very complicated tiger that
we all have by the tail. I mean, the question about the
greenhouses, I understand that it is possible to do a greenhouse on
property where the County has purchased the development rights,
but, obviously, over a certain threshold, it becomes a different
animal, and there should be some way of gauging that. I'm not sure
what that would be. I think even with the deer fences, the process
that we have to go through with the Town, and the reason why it's
-- well, I guess that's not answering your question.

LEG. FLEMING:
No, no, but I appreciate that. I just think it is important for
everyone to recognize that the coverage limitations will still be
in place. So you're concerned about the farm being completely
covered by greenhouses. It can't come to fruition, if you'll
excuse my pun, because of coverage limitations. So it doesn't
matter what the structure is that is approved, you still have to
live within the coverage limitations. And every town has coverage
limitation and also permitting processes. I know in Southampton
you have to get a permit for a fence. I don't know if that's true
in every town. But local zoning and local building codes would
always still have effect.

MR. ROGERS:
In Southampton Town, for a fence, you have to get a permit from the
Planning Department. You have to get a letter of approval from the
Ag Committee, the Town Ag Committee. And then before the Building
Department will issue it, if it's property where the County owns
development rights, they want to hear from the County Ag Department
with an approval.
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So apropos of the discussion earlier, where Mr. Amper said nobody
has a problem with a deer fence, what many of us have been told is
that a deer fence is considered a structure, and the County
Committee doesn't have the ability to approve a structure on County
development-rights-owned property. So even though it seems like
everyone's in agreement here, there still seems to be a void in
terms of the process that needs to happen for someone to apply for
a deer fence.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yeah. No, I appreciate that concern. Thank you so much for your
answers and for coming.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes. So Legislator Trotta, you still have a question?

LEG. TROTTA:
I think it's clear that, you know, deer fence and irrigation, we've
cleared that up and I think that was -- the acres that you sold,
it's safe to say you got a lot of money for these acres.

MR. ROGERS:
Exactly.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay. So I think you understand Mr. Amper's and our concern --

MR. ROGERS:
I do.

LEG. TROTTA:
-- that we don't want these covered up in greenhouses. And if a
small percentage -- I think we're very close here. I don't think
it's like -- this is like a major thing. But I do think, I do
agree with Mr. Amper that maybe a referendum clarifying, and five
years from now there could be another one, or whatever, to get rid
of the vagueness. But, you know, you were paid millions of dollars
for this property by the taxpayers of this County. So I think my
question to you is --

MR. ROGERS:
I'm not complaining about that at all.

LEG. TROTTA:
Do you farm?

MR. ROGERS:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Still, or you said you --

MR. ROGERS:
I didn't for a long time, but my son and I are now farming, because
we were able to purchase the -- the farm was owned by my two
sisters and my brother and myself. My parents left it to them
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undivided, and none of us could afford to buy the others out until
the enhanced development rights program came along, and I used the
cash that I got from that to purchase --

LEG. TROTTA:
To buy them out.

MR. ROGERS:
-- the underlying deed from my siblings.

LEG. TROTTA:
What was going on with the property during that time?

MR. ROGERS:
It was rented to farmers.

LEG. TROTTA:
It was leased.

MR. ROGERS:
Leased.

LEG. TROTTA:
To farmers. So you --

MR. ROGERS:
Growing food.

LEG. TROTTA:
Okay.

MR. ROGERS:
We've never applied for any structure in the 35 years since we sold
the development rights. We've never applied for a structure, and,
ironically, this year we, you know, applied for a deer fence.

LEG. TROTTA:
I think that we just don't want to -- we want to prevent big
structures and commercial greenhouses where -- I don't think we're
far apart here at all, I think this is very simple.

LEG. FLEMING:
I agree.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Thank you, sir. Okay. David McLarin, then Bill Sanok.

MR. MC LARIN:
Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen. My name is David McLarin.
I'm from Wading River, New York. I've been in the greenhouse
business for 45 years, but I don't know if I want to admit that,
the way they treat greenhouses.

(*Laughter*)
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And it's really unfortunate, because what we produce in greenhouses
is really quite phenomenal. We do a lot of hydroponic production.
We've been going in that direction, as is a large part of the
country, but that's not what we came here to talk about. I came to
thank Mr. Krupski and Ms. Fleming for the initiative they brought
forward and support that strongly.

I'm the Chairman of the Riverhead Town Ag Advisory Committee. We
make recommendations to the Town, and we meet with all the
prospective farmers or farmers who have projects they have -- that
they want to, you know, get going in the Town. And I can tell you
right now, not one of those farmers, whatever, sell their
development rights under the current regulations that they're
bringing forward in canceling what is an extremely wonderful
program, taking the guts out of it. You know, it's made it -- any
land owner very skeptical about wanting to move forward with
selling their farmland protection, because it's -- they don't know
what the ramifications will be. And that's unfortunate, because
our objective is encouraging, you know, farmland preservation, as
well as traditional farming.

So it's -- you know, it's a tough situation, I understand, but one
greenhouse grower who has caused a problem shouldn't make an entire
program go to its knees and the others pay the price for if they
hadn't done anything. You know, so that's -- that's one of the
difficult things as well. So, there again, I understand the entire
situation overall, but we need to strengthen this program again and
get it back to where it was in the beginning.

So good luck on that, and I encourage you to continue moving
forward with the approval of this resolution. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, Mr. McLarin. Please stay there. So you said you're a
greenhouse grower?

MR. MC LARIN:
Correct.

P.O. GREGORY:
So you --

MR. MC LARIN:
That's my part of farming, that's what I've been doing in
agriculture.

P.O. GREGORY:
This is going to be a rhetorical question. So you consider
yourself a farmer?

MR. MC LARIN:
Absolutely.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I know it's kind of referenced that if you didn't grow
things in soil, that you may not be a farmer earlier today.
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MR. MC LARIN:
Well, you can grow things in soil, you can grow things in water.
It's really all precluded by, you know, what structure you might be
using. And you can grow a lot more indoors in a greater period of
time year-round than you can, you know, just by traditional
agricultural farming methods, and that's what we try to do, is
utilize that space, but -- and there are restrictions on it in the
preserved program, and regular full -- and, you know, it's a little
bit more generous what you're allowed. And we try to locate our
structures in such a way that they're not, you know, standing out
like a sore thumb. You know, we do it in a good fashion so that
they're attractive looking and not -- you know, not these big,
ominous structures that people complain about.

It's a big industry, you know, and we've seen our -- Suffolk County
was number one in the County and in the State in terms of revenue
produced in agriculture up until about three years ago, when the
dairy industry Upstate started to flourish again, and so we've
fallen a little bit. But we don't want to see anymore, you know,
decline in revenue, you know, in Suffolk County with agriculture,
because it is, it's between 2 and $300 million a year generated.
So if we start eating away at the abilities for farmers to produce,
you're going to see the revenues continue to drop, and that's not
what we want.

P.O. GREGORY:
So do you feel like you're kind of unfairly targeted, not you
necessarily individually, but those with greenhouses? Because it
seems to be the crux of the issue.

MR. ROGERS:
Yeah. Then, you know, they're unfair. If I want to farm ten
acres, I have to buy 100 acres if I want to have greenhouses. Some
of it's a disadvantage compared to traditional farming methods, you
know. So considering that and the land prices on Long Island, it
puts a greenhouse grower who wants to be of any size at an extreme
disadvantage, you know. And then you just let the competitors that
produce what we produce come in from outside the area and sell to
customers on Long Island, rather than being able to produce it
ourselves here. So it's -- yeah, we're at a disadvantage in that
regard.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. I have -- two of my colleagues want to ask you questions.
Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you. Thanks for coming. So do you have -- are you in the
County's Land Preservation Program?

MR. MC LARIN:
One of my farms was that I've sold, yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Okay. The greenhouses that you operate, are they plastic houses or
are they glass houses?
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MR. MC LARIN:
Double poly.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Okay. All right. Do you consider those to be permanent or
temporary?

MR. MC LARIN:
They're temporary structures, as defined by Ag and Markets Law in
New York State, yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
In your experience, have you moved those around?

MR. MC LARIN:
From time to time, yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
So, I mean, the point -- I mean, the point I'm making is that
people seem to think that somehow greenhouse production isn't --
isn't agriculture, but you're growing plants in a controlled
environment.

MR. MC LARIN:
Okay.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
I think there was also a fear that greenhouses would cover, somehow
cover the landscape, and they put in -- and I don't know why the
County put those limits in, because the towns have lot coverage
limits that are less restrictive than the County's, in the County's
program.

MR. MC LARIN:
Correct.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Do you think those limits should be changes to allow for greater
greenhouse production on preserved land?

MR. MC LARIN:
Of course I do, definitely. You know, and it's -- they were
designed really to -- geared towards permanent structures rather
than temporary. You can still exceed those percentage limits if
you follow the law, Ag and Markets law, in that poly houses are
considered equipment and not -- and temporary structures and not
permanent structures. So you can theoretically put up more than
that law would allow as such.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
It was apparently seven years ago when this lawsuit was filed.
There was a fear that the greenhouses were going to cover the
landscape. Now you're in that business. Have you seen that happen
in those seven years where they were permitted?
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MR. MC LARIN:
No.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
And why do you think that is?

MR. MC LARIN:
It's a fear. It's a fear, after the -- maybe from one operation
that someone may have had a problem with, for example, Mr. Amper
and Mr. Weiss. I mean, you know, those things can generally cause
a lot of problems, so -- but that's unfair to treat the entire
industry because of a situation like that.

As I said, you can -- you can build structures. There's new
technology in the greenhouse industry that ties in with farming
called high tunnels, where they produce a crop, and then remove the
structure when the season is done. In some areas of the country,
they get two crops out of the same amount of land in one year
versus one. And those are things of the future that we have to
consider, you know, being put in if we want to keep agriculture
alive on Long Island, which we do. We want to preserve the land,
we want to preserve what we've got. In the agritainment industry
as well it's important. It's all generating revenue for the
taxpayers of this County, so we should work with it and, you know,
use it to our advantage.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you.

MR. MC LARIN:
You're welcome. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Bill Sanok, and then Peter Haarmann.

MR. SONAK:
Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Legislature. I'm Bill
Sanok, as you had mentioned. I came to Suffolk County 50 years ago
now, and I was hired here in Cornell Cooperative Extension with the
expressed emphasis to put on finding alternatives to potatoes.

To put it in perspective, as Howard Johnson said, there were 65 to
70,000 acres of potatoes on Long Island after World War II. I came
to Suffolk County, there was 44,000 acres, 1966. Right now,
there's about 2000 acres. Shows you how everything has changed.
And I worked with the grape industry when they first started. When
I first came here, we didn't even think about using -- raising
grapes, but a few years later, that industry came about. Now
people are raising hops. They call them a CSA. All kinds of other
things that I -- you never would have thought of. And I just use
that as a preamble to what I want to say next.

I've been on the Advisory Committee, the Farmland Select Committee
as an advisor, not a member. I've never been a voting member, but
I sit on the committee, and 13 years into retirement, I still sit
on that committee because I really enjoy it. And I would tell you
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one thing, and I think Al Krupski has alluded to it, the Farmland
Select Committee is made up of a representative from each township,
plus some farmers at large. And I can truthfully say that I've
never seen a committee act more diligently in doing what is right
for the Farmland Program. They act on things because they know the
industry, they know the growers, they know when people come in with
a request for a variance what it really means, and they have turned
them down.

And Al asked the question before, "Has anybody been turned down?"
Yes. "Have there been violations?" Yes. And I think the changes
that were made about six or seven years ago were really made to
enhance the penalties to enforce -- or not the penalty, but to
enforce the program as the -- as people would come in with various
-- they want to put up a barn, it had to meet certain
specifications, if they used the land some other way, there's been
some excavation. We had a couple of cases where someone just
brought it in right after the storm and used it for a dump. They
said they were going to compost, but it was just full of tree
stumps, cement blocks and other things. The committee acted very
diligently and has pursued, and that's why the changes were made a
few years ago. I think the committee -- the whole system works.
People all over look to Long Island, look to Suffolk County for our
program, because it has been the leader.

My time is up. I would like to -- if you have any questions, I'll
be glad to answer.

P.O. GREGORY:
Anybody? No. Okay.

MR. SONAK:
Okay? Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, sir.

(*Applause*)

Peter Haarmann, then Kareem Massoud.

MR. HAARMANN:
I'm Peter Haarmann. Am I out of turn here?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
You're next.

MR. HAARMANN:
Okay. I'm a grower. I have an orchard in Aquebogue. I grow
hazelnuts. And I have sat here for the last two hours, whatever
it's been, and I had many different thoughts of what I wanted to
speak about today, but I've also learned a lot about what's been
going on, so I've kind of revised my presentation.
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My land is -- I have not sold the development rights on. And when
I applied last July, or June it was, for a building permit to put
up a barn to store my equipment and my tractors, the first question
that was asked down at Riverhead Town Hall was, "Are the
development rights intact?" If a farmer's hands are tied behind
his back, where now he's got to go through some bureaucracy in
order to do what he needs to be done, it's a disincentive.

I had put up a deer fence on my property. When I went before the
Farm Select Committee in order to be accepted into the Agricultural
District, I remember one of the members of the Board asked me, or
stating anybody that's put up a deer fence on their property is not
looking to circumvent the law in terms of getting a reduction in
their tax assessment on the property. That deer fence cost me
$20,000. All right. My point here is that you cannot farm without
a deer fence. You cannot farm without irrigation, without wells,
etcetera. And I don't think that a referendum vote by the public
is the way to micromanage the industry.

I'm a full supporter of the Farm Select Committee, and that being
as an advisory regulatory agency, almost, because it's made up of
people in the business. They're the ones that know what should and
should not be instituted. Okay? I have all the confidence in the
world in them. And most of them are multigenerational farmers, and
one of the things I've -- I'm a new boy on the block, but I've met
people in this area, I've attended some socials. And if it wasn't
for the grandfathers that got the land back over in 1900, there
wouldn't be follow-up generations, because land can't be bought and
make a living out of it, there's just not the return on it.

The other thing is I want to mention tunnels, the change in
agriculture. Tunnels look like greenhouses to the unknowing person
that might be driving by on the street, but they're utilizing the
prime land to graze those crops and extend the growing season. So
in terms of the resolution that I'm in support of here, this 1025
resolution, I think that there should be something stated
explicitly that tunnels would be permissible. And any decision by
this Legislature should take place very quickly. I think you all
know there's a lot of people that are waiting and because of the
uncertainty of this coming growing season. So there is going to be
-- has to be a long-term solution also.

P.O. GREGORY:
Mr. Haarmann, please wrap up, your time is up.

MR. HAARMANN:
All right. So, at this point, I think the key here is to have some
sort of -- maybe go down back to the 2007 on a temporary basis
until you can work it all out, but people got to know what their
rules are to this game, or else you're going to put us all out of
business. All right. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, sir. All right. Mr. Massoud, are you still here?
Okay. And then Sarah Gordon is up next.
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MR. MASSOUD:
Good afternoon, members of the Suffolk County Legislature. My name
is Kareem Massoud. I rise on behalf of my family, the Massoud
Family in Aquebogue. We're winemakers, winegrowers. I rise in
support of I.R. 1025.

My parents, Charles and Ursula Massoud, purchased our farm in
Aquebogue in 1983. A couple of years later they sold their
development rights to Suffolk County. And over time, they've, you
know, proceeded to grow our business into what it is today.

I'm proud to be able to stand before you and say that Paumanok has
been recognized, and the North Fork of Long Island, and the East
End of Long Island have been recognized in the world of wine. You
know, my family and I, together with my colleagues, have put Long
Island on the map and the world of wine, and that is due in no
small measure due to the success of the Suffolk County Farmland
Preservation System. It is because families like mine and other
growers like my family have been able to persevere with everything
that Mother Nature throws at us. But we also have the benefit of
knowing that we have the County that has helped us and helped
families like mine who are committed to farming.

The reason my parents sold their development rights is because they
knew this is what they wanted to do, and they knew that this is
what they wanted their legacy to be, and they hoped that ours would
be a multigenerational business. I am a second generation
winemaker, and the third generation is underway in family. In
fact, you'll have to forgive me if I keep checking my phone,
because my wife is at home. She's 40 weeks, 40 weeks and 2 days
pregnant, so forgive me if I keep checking my phone.

(*Applause*)

Thank you. And so the third generation is already underway with my
brothers and I. We already have kids, this will be our second
child.

But I don't want to bore you with some of the accolades I would
like to name to just sort of emphasize how proud of our
accomplishments we are. But the point is we've been reasonably
successful, successful enough that in 2014 we purchased another
property on Tuthills Lane in Jamesport, which also had development
rights that were already sold to the County. And I want to
emphasize here the confidence that we had when we made that
purchase. That what is -- what our belief was, and what I believe
the belief is of all of those farmers who have sold their
development rights to the County, is that there are guarantees in
that contract that are in perpetuity. And so what's happened now
with the situation is there's been a historic blow to the
confidence in the system and that needs to be restored. And that's
why I rise in support of 1025, and I urge you to pass this
legislation as expeditiously as possible. And I invite you to come
and visit us at the winery. We're open seven days a week. Thank
you.
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(*Laughter and Applause*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you, and congratulations. Ms. Gordon, Sara Gordon, and Karl
Novak.

MS. GORDON:
Thank you, Legislature. It's an honor to be here in support of
I.R. 1025. I'm Sarah Gordon, formerly with Peconic Land Trust.
I'm now a Planning and Conservation Consultant to Sylvester Manor
Educational Farm on Shelter Island.

Suffolk County's purchase of development rights program is a model
for its innovation and success, preserving farmland and for
supporting the agricultural economy in Suffolk County. And it
strikes me, particularly with the last speaker, that every purchase
that you have approved of development rights has a story, and that
can't possibly be communicated fully today, but Sylvester Manor is
one of those stories. Like many other farm owners who joined the
program in recent years, Sylvester Manor could not and would not
have contemplated selling development rights on its farmland in
2012 without the rights the program granted permitting agricultural
activities and necessary structures to sustain the agricultural
activity on the -- on the farm. This was a farm that had been
dormant for a couple of generations.

When you agreed to purchase the development rights on Shelter
Island, you returned agriculture to that town. The work that you
have done and that the Farmland Preservation Program has done is
inexpressibly important. This essential and highly effective
preservation tool prevented the conversion of 83 acres of this
historic plantation remnant to residential development.

There was a reference earlier to you can build anything that's
permitted under zoning. Well, under zoning, there could have been
30 houses on that farmland.

So this prevention of conversion to residential development is a
tremendous success story. You enabled that return for a town that
had lost its agricultural heritage. And we are at risk now every
day of losing other stories and other preserved heritages here.

Our organization urges you to adopt I.R. 1025, to ensure the
viability of this critically important land conservation program,
which by evolving, and with the guidance of the collective wisdom
of the Farmland Select Committee and your Departments of Economic
Development and Planning, sustains the growing of food and the
growing of farmers in an ever-changing, rapidly changing world. I
-- we support this resolution, and we thank you very much for all
of your efforts to take corrective action urgently needed at this
time. Thank you.

(*Applause*)

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Thank you. And then Karl Novak.
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MR. NOVAK:
Good afternoon. Thank you for allowing me to speak today. My name
is Karl Novak. I'm president of the Long Island Farm Bureau, and a
farmer in Laurel, New York. I manage a 625-acre nursery in Laurel,
and I'm here in support of I.R. 1025.

There are a lot of things I wanted to say, but after listening to a
lot of the speakers before me, some other things have come up. And
one thing is one of the issues that needs to be addressed is not
what Mr. Amper feels that he would allow or the Pine Barrens would
allow farmers to do on their preserved land, or what people,
anybody in this room would allow on preserved land. What it really
comes down to is the Court's decision and Judge Whelan's decision,
and what that decision and how it is interpreted allows farmers to
do on preserved land.

And the Farm Bureau and other organizations, partner organizations
have consulted with many attorneys that have read the decision, and
to this date, we have not gotten any -- two attorneys to agree or
interpret that decision to say, yes, you can do this, or no, you
can't do that. That is the issue. And until that is resolved and
until somebody from the County can say this law, this decision
allows you to do this, but not to do this, everything is going to
be in limbo. And that's why we feel that this legislation needs to
be passed, and needs to be passed expediently in order to clarify
and put some clarification as to what farmers can do on preserved
land.

When farmers entered into this program, they were led to believe
that they were selling their rights to develop their land into
residential or commercial housing structures, but not limiting or
giving up their rights to continue to farm. The judgment of the
Court really takes away or puts into question the rights that
farmers were told that they were not giving up and had no intention
of selling or giving up. This judgment puts into question the
original intent and spirit of the program, which was meant to
preserve working farms and agricultural production, which open
space is a tertiary benefit of agricultural production, and that is
stated in GML 247.

This legislation that is before you today provides a means for
farmers to continue to use accepted agricultural practices to
continue to work their farms while the court's decision is being
appealed by the County, which could take years before the matter is
resolved before the court.

Activities that allow farmers to adapt and change operations in
order to enhance their ability to make a profit and a living from
farming needs to be preserved. And what is put into question -- I
was in the two-minute drill. What was put into question is
accessory structures, fencing, alternative energy for farm use.
There are no solar farms on preserved land, there are no warehouses
on preserved land, there are no banquet facilities on preserved
land. That's been totally misrepresented in the press.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Mr. Novak, please wrap up, your time has expired.

MR. NOVAK:
And, also, it's my understanding that the original program was --
in 1974 was passed by the Legislature and was not put out for
public referendum. So if somebody can clarify that for me, I'd
appreciate it, because it keeps saying that this law was passed by
public referendum, and I don't -- I've been told that's not the
case.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Oh, Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you, Karl. I have -- I won't give you a legal opinion, don't
worry. So you did reference the 1974 legislation. I have a copy
of it here, a Local Law relating to the acquisition of development
rights. And it emphatically stated to be most important policy, to
conserve and protect and encourage development, improvement of
agricultural lands. If something were put specifically in a
referendum -- so that was not a referendum, that was a vote of the
Legislature. If that were put in a referendum, like as has been
suggested, do you think they would have had high tunnels back then?
Do you think they would have had deer fencing it in back then?

MR. NOVAK:
No, No. And it's -- again, as has been stated many times here by
other farmers, agriculture continues to evolve. You know, who
would have thought you'd see hops being grown on Long Island again?
Who would have thought -- this has nothing to do with Long Island,
but just to see to how agricultural evolves and technology evolves.
Who would have thought that there would be cows milked by robots,
which is happening in Upstate New York because of the labor
situation up there, at $150,000 a pop. So this is -- agriculture
evolves.

As economic pressure on farms continues, they have to find
different ways to turn a profit, to be more efficient, to grow
different products. Farmers have gone from being just the producer
of their crop to being the producer, the processor, the marketer
and the retailer of their crops in order to continue to farm on
Long Island and make a living.

I've only been on Long Island for five years, I've been in
agriculture for over 40. And when I go back to Connecticut, where
I was for 30 years, and I look around at some of the prime farmland
up there, that at one time a piece that I used to work on was
vegetables and potatoes, is now a 50-acre Amazon warehouse. I
mean, if they had a Land Preservation Program in Connecticut, maybe
that wouldn't have happened. But that's what this law is about,
that's what this program is about, to preserve farming.

You have such a unique farming environment out here on the East End
that, you know, maybe the original intention of Mr. Amper's lawsuit
wasn't to put any of this in question, but that's what it has done.
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And it goes back to be careful what you ask for, because you just
may get it, and now you got it, now we have it, and we need to
address it and we need to fix it.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Thank you.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Good to see you again.

(*Applause*)

Okay. Believe it or not, that is the last card that I have. Is
there anyone else that would like to speak that has not spoken?
Okay, Vito, sure, yeah.

MR. MINEI:
I'll be quick, I swear. Good afternoon. Thank you. I'm Vito
Minei. I'm Executive Director of Cornell Cooperative Extension,
and I'm here to strongly express our support of I.R. 1025. And I
congratulate and commend Legislators Krupski and our good friend,
Bridget Fleming, Counselor. And I see it was introduced at the
County Exec's request, so I thank Steve Bellone. I'm here -- I
hadn't intended to speak, but after hearing some things today, I
feel a little compelled.

You heard some high volume accusations that might be alarming if it
was based in fact, but I want to go through a couple of quick
things for you.

Why we support the Introductory Resolution is it has some very
clear definitions and we believe rights the ship. Right now you
have a Judge's decision. You can debate all the definitions you
want, you have a Judge's decision that holds everything up in a
chaotic fashion. So we need something like this new regulation
that keeps the Farmland Select Committee in place, and also moves
forward with a lot of definitions about activities related to
agricultural production. So, again, I urge you to quickly pass
that law as quickly as possible.

We heard the plaintiff say that he wasn't here and he's not against
farming, but I invite your attention to the Judge's decision in
which he led the Judge in an argument that the Farmland
Preservation Program was an open space preservation program. As
you heard from my friend, Herb Strobel, who eloquently said that
wasn't the purpose. It's a working farms legislation. And
throughout the Judge's decision, after he ignores the relevant
sections of the Ag and Markets Law, he really, you know, determines
his decision on open space.

There's a lot of discussion about public access, public enjoyment.
And you ask, "Gee, are fences mentioned anywhere?" And, again, I
invite your attention to the Judge's decision where he says clearly
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that the plaintiff's claim, and he agrees, that the 2010 and '13
amendments change it. So now that you've expanded construction and
installation of structures that include buildings, irrigation
farms, landscape screens, signs, and fences. It's in his decision.

And the thing I personally really object to, I've phone the
plaintiff for 30 years, and he is very glib and he does have ready
access to the press, and you've got to give him that due. But
where his office is in Riverhead is a mere three blocks from where
this committee meets. If he's going to make accusations that there
are secretive meetings that circumvent the law, I ask him to read
the law. The law says, and I'll sum up, the law talks about the
committee, and you've seen members of the committee. You think
they're doing it for political purposes, as put in this decision?
And, also, he talks about secret meetings. The setup of the
committee says there will be public meetings, and it goes beyond
the Open Meetings Law. It says the public's invited and they can
speak. God help the Select Committee if he does trundle those few
blocks and go to the committee.

But I'll leave you with a history lesson, I tend to do that. We've
heard a lot about sewering. When John V.N. Klein, then County
Executive, went out to the East End and came up with the Farmland
Preservation Law, I was a young engineer in the Department of
Environmental Control. I had a stack of reports and plans. My
career was set. The County was to embark on a full-blown sewering
program right out -- I had plans, sewers by the Montauk Lighthouse.
At that time, in the early '70s, the population was estimated to
grow to in excess of 3 million people.

Mr. Amper says he's not against farming. Well, I invite you to go
out east and see all the "For Sale" signs. And if the Judge's
decision stands, you will see more "For Sale" signs. And the
biggest irony of today's meeting is he'll get exactly what he
claims he's fighting against, he'll get more development on the
East End. Maybe not out to the Montauk Lighthouse, but
considerably more development.

I thank you all, and I urge you to please pass this resolution as
quickly as possible. Thank you.

(*Applause*)

P.O. GREGORY:
Thank you. Vito, Legislator D'Amaro has a question for you.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Vito, how are you? I had a -- do you think that -- you keep using
the word "development". Do you think if farmers want to develop
for agricultural purposes the -- you know, a farm stand, or
production facility, whatever it is that they need to be viable,
since the County owns the development rights, do you think that the
farmer should have to purchase or lease back some of the
development rights to do that?
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MR. MINEI:
That's a curious imposition. I would ask you, Lou, to do what I
did. For 38 years I was in the regulatory field and I used to
discuss with my future colleague, Dale Moyer, that I didn't
understand farming, but I knew what went into groundwater, and I
said they had to change things. And I've seen dramatically how
much they changed, and I admire what they do. And I visit the farm
stands as frequently as I can, and I do buy Kareem's wine. Can I
say that? But I kind of disagree with you on that one, Legislator.
I think the way the margins are so thin, that it's so difficult for
them to make a buck. When you go out and buy an armful of corn
from Schmitt's Farm Stand and walk away paying pennies for that, I
would kind of argue.

LEG. D'AMARO:
But are you saying that they should, but can't afford to do so?

MR. MINEI:
I would say that would be another difficult imposition to do that.
You put it into law that they can build farm stands. Now to double
back and say, "You know, you should pay us compensation for that,"
I personally would argue against it.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Well, the law was struck down.

MR. MINEI:
What's that?

LEG. D'AMARO:
We put it into law, but it was struck down, because it's an
alienation of our development rights, the County's. I mean, you
were here long enough, you understand development rights. We pay
for them. Do you think that the farmer, if they want to develop,
should have to compensate the County for those development rights
back?

MR. MINEI:
I'm missing the point, quite honestly. It's late in the day for
me.

LEG. D'AMARO:
All right. Don't worry about it, that's fine.

MR. MINEI:
I would defer to legal minds on that. But I would just say a few
of the points that were brought up, that people say, "We're not
against fences, we're not against agriculture," this Judge's
decision speaks opposite to those arguments.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right. Anyone else? No? Okay. All right. Okay, sir,
please state your name.
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(*The following testimony was taken & transcribed by
Alison Mahoney - Court Stenographer*)

MR. SCHMIDT:
I'm Phil Schmidt, and I didn't plan on speaking, but I speak in
support of the legislation in front of us. I just heard you
talking about farm stands. To my knowledge, anything you want to
do on preserved farmland needs to go before the Preservation
Committee, if you want to put irrigation, anything, the deer
fencing. And there's strict limitations on farm stands; they're
very small, I'm not sure exactly what it is. There's a percentage
of your crop that has to be sold at that stand.

Most of my farm is not preserved. We own about 165 acres in
Riverhead, we have ten acres preserved. I have enough land at the
moment to do retail which is something 15 years ago I never thought
we would do, and I know the Presiding Officer actually took some
time from his schedule to tour out there a couple of years ago and
I appreciate that. But, you know, it's always changing. We do
retail now.

One other thing that crossed my mind sitting here, I don't think it
was mentioned. I mean, yes, we're all worried about what we can do
this season, but my farm is not preserved. My parents own a
predominant part of the land, they're 84-years old. It's a tool
for estate purposes, possibly, and I have siblings that are off
farming. You know, I have a son that's very interested in farming
and it's part of what we'll do to hopefully, you know, preserve it
in the future, but the way it sits right now, I honestly think I
have to be a fool to sell it, the development rights. That's all I
have.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, thank you.

MR. SCHMIDT:
A minute and a half over; thanks.

P.O. GREGORY:
Tell your wife I said hello.

MR. SCHMIDT:
Thanks.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Anyone else who would like to speak? Okay. So no more
cards, no more speakers. I have a motion.

LEG. FLEMING:
I'll make a motion to recess, and I'd like to be heard if there's a
second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to recess by Legislator Fleming. Second by -- we'll say
Krupski, Legislator Krupski. Okay?
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LEG. FLEMING:
On the motion?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
On the motion?

LEG. FLEMING:
You want to go?

LEG. KRUPSKI:
No, go ahead. You can go first.

LEG. FLEMING:
So, I mean, we've heard now in this three hours that Suffolk County
is one of the most productive agricultural counties in the state.
It generates hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue, creates
thousands of jobs. I can say that as a Mom, I value the ability to
feed our kids and our families fresh local foods, and we can only
have access to that food if our farmers can operate reasonably.

Also, as an environmentalist who served on a South Fork Town Board
for many years, I've witnessed how the enormous financial pressure
toward over development marches inexorably on and I have seen that
our working farms play a critical role in keeping that over
development at bay. But property values here are extremely
expensive, and so the PDR Program has quite literally allowed
agriculture to survive in this context and has prevented sprawl and
residential sprawl.

It's interesting that in a community that boasts many passionate
environmental organizations, advocacy organizations, in this
three-hour hearing we have heard from only one detractor. Because
environmentalists know how important this program is and how
important farms are to our environment and preventing suburban
sprawl. And the program must support working farms, crops and
livestock must be watered, protected from wildlife, supported by
machinery that needs to be stored. And our program, if it's going
to continue to be the incredibly important program that it is, has
to support that as practices evolve in a rapidly changing world.

As Legislators following the recent court decision relating to the
PDR Program, I think Al and I recognize the need for a stable and
predictable program, because without it farmland preservation
efforts are in jeopardy and we've heard how important they are. I
find it interesting that the only person who offers a challenge to
the program says he will not challenge -- bless you -- says he will
not challenge the operation of the Preservation Program under the
2007 -- bless you -- under the 2007 referendum. I find that
extremely important, I think we need to focus on that. I mean,
we've got to strategize as to how we can keep this program working
in a timely way and in a predictable way.

So I'm very interested in what we heard, especially from Mr. Amper
today, I think we need to put our thinking caps on. So that's why
I think it's important to recess this. I'm very grateful to the
members of the Agricultural community. We have hired outside
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counsel, so we can discuss it with outside counsel. But we've
heard some very interesting things here that may very well allow us
to have a clear, predictable program that will continue to thrive.
So thank you very much for your support for the legislation. I
think we need to continue to work on our strategy towards making
this right. So thank you.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
I've got to thank everyone who came to speak today. It's -- I've
had over 30 years experience in farmland preservation and it seems
like from time to time there is a big question about the program
moving forward and changes to the program. And everyone wants to
do -- everyone who's interested in land preservation wants to make
the program better, and better means it's going to work for the
people who own that land and are in a program. And better is also
for the future of everyone here because for the people who want to
get into the program.

The problem here -- we're confronted here is also we're faced with
a tremendous amount of unprotected farmland on eastern Long Island
and there's a tremendous amount of development pressure. And if we
don't act and restore the program, we will lose the track housing
and subdivisions and strip malls and more traffic and higher taxes.
And I think that's -- I mean, that's inevitable. That's what's
going to happen, that's what we're doing. That's the harvest we're
going to reap if we don't act now.

And I really appreciate all my colleagues, three hours of listening
patiently and attentively. I really -- I just want to thank
everyone for that. And I want to really thank George Nolan because
I know he's been working on this diligently for months and I
appreciate his efforts and his counsel also. So certainly this is
important, I think everyone here knows how important it is and we
will restore the program.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. So we have a motion and a second to recess. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, I'd like to make a motion for setting the date for the
following Public Hearings for March 7th, 2017. 2:30 p.m., Maxine
Postal Auditorium, Riverhead, New York:

IR 1030; IR 1047; IR 1050; IR 1094; IR 1107; IR 1108; Reopening IR
283-16, a Charter Law to improve and strengthen the operations of
the Board of Ethics.

Do I have a second?

LEG. CILMI:
Second.
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P.O. GREGORY:
By Legislator Cilmi. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Back to page eight. Before the recess we were in the middle
of discussing IR 2127-16 (Approving the appointment of Michael
Catizone as a member of the Suffolk County Electrical Licensing
Board), and I have Legislator Browning up on my -- she was next on
the list.

LEG. BROWNING:
Wow. What were we talking about?

P.O. GREGORY:
This was the appointment to the Electrical Licensing Board, Michael
Catizone.

LEG. BROWNING:
Okay. So, the reason why I'm supporting the tabling motion is
basically, you know, as Chair of Public Safety we have the FRES
Commission, we have -- I'm sorry, it's really loud back here.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yeah, come on.

LEG. BROWNING:
So we have a FRES Commission, we have the VEEB Board, and I know
that on both cases we do have all of the individuals who are on
those commissions and boards, they get an opportunity to vet the
individual that is going to be joining them. Again, with VEEB
there are certain criteria; I believe the same with the Electrical
Board, there is a criteria. And I had mentioned to you earlier, I
don't want to see what happened, we had a Hispanic Advisory Board
that basically lost control and independence of themselves. And I
want to make sure that this board continues to have an independence
and that there's no influence of certain individuals getting on the
board that they're not aware of or that they may have some concerns
about.

So I think out of fairness -- if you want to change the rules or
put something in black and white that they should have no say in
the matter, then we should do that. But it's always been a
standing policy that they have an opportunity to vet someone. And
if nobody likes that then change that, but as it stands right now
it's always been that way. They've been allowed to have a role in
play -- play a role in that selection and I think that's -- we
should give them an opportunity this time around. And I think, you
know, the comment about somebody -- you know, this is an individual
with a solar background; well, I believe there are three other
people on that board who have that background. So I believe that
the board is looking for someone else with a different type of
expertise and I think we should be listening to that.
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So out of fairness, I think let that individual meet with the board
members and let's not step in and make decisions for the board that
maybe they may not agree with that may not be productive for them
or helpful to them.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. KENNEDY:
I can't even remember what I was going to say. The gentleman who
had gotten up to speak who was the Chair said that we were missing
on the board someone related to -- does anyone recall? But it was
something safety-wise.

MR. NOLAN:
Inspections.

P.O. GREGORY:
I think it was something about appliances.

LEG. KENNEDY:
No, appliances is --

MR. STRAUSS:
Inspectors.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Inspection.

P.O. GREGORY:
There you go.

LEG. KENNEDY:
That concerns me that we don't have anyone who has any knowledge in
inspection when we're dealing with electricity. I don't know. I
really do feel, as Kate said, that the board should, and all boards
should have just a little chance to vet their people if they don't
know them. I don't know this gentleman from Adam; I am not saying
he's good, he's bad, but I'm saying he's number four with solar
experience. Shouldn't we have someone with some other kind of
experience?

P.O. GREGORY:
I will say again, I don't agree with that. I think obviously there
are criteria I think probably for every board.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Every board.

P.O. GREGORY:
But to give the individual boards the veto power over whether it be
the County Executive or the Legislature, there is no written
policy, law or anything that states that that's the case. It may
have been the practice with certain boards, which I also disagree
with. I do agree that there should be some communication.
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LEG. KENNEDY:
Correct.

P.O. GREGORY:
But to make it a requirement that they -- before we move forward
with an appointment, that they have to go before the board; I don't
think that's appropriate. I think that's the board's exerting
power that they don't have and exercising authority outside of
their purview. They are there to see if someone is qualified to
get a license, not to qualify people to get on the board, that's
our responsibility. That's why we have a committee process.

LEG. KENNEDY:
And the County Executive's responsibility.

P.O. GREGORY:
Whoever the appointing authority's responsibility. But now we're
saying we're giving up our responsibility to a third party, to a
board?

LEG. KENNEDY:
There should be --

P.O. GREGORY:
When we verify their qualifications to get on the board but we
can't qualify people to get on the board? I don't understand that.

LEG. KENNEDY:
There should be communication.

P.O. GREGORY:
Absolutely.

LEG. KENNEDY:
If it's a County Executive appointment, if it was a Legislative
appointment, there should be between the board, the Legislature,
the board, the County Executive. We kind of just rush them on at
some selection and go through the committee process when we don't
know what the specialities on the board are.

We just went through this in Health. I felt strongly that there
should be a nurse and not five physicians on the Board of Health.
I lost, I take it gracefully. I think we should have a mix with
each of these boards and read Newsday with the Planning Commission,
should we have too many builders, should we have too little
builders.

P.O. GREGORY:
But that is a --

LEG. KENNEDY:
There's obviously a problem with rubber stamping.

P.O. GREGORY:
But that's a different issue.
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LEG. KENNEDY:
This is about rubber stamping.

P.O. GREGORY:
It's not about rubber stamping, it's about saying that we can't do
our job, by law, because we haven't gone through some informal
process of which they have no authority even exercising. That's
just -- it's not appropriate, it's not right.

LEG. KENNEDY:
We can do our job. We can vote for whatever --

P.O. GREGORY:
No, we can't, because apparently the tabling -- the intent behind
the tabling motion is we can't do our job until we give the people
on the Electrical Licensing Board some authority that they don't
have.

LEG. ANKER:
No.

P.O. GREGORY:
That's exactly what it is. We're saying we're not going to approve
it because they haven't approved it.

MS. HORST:
If I may?

P.O. GREGORY:
That's how I read it.

MS. HORST:
The Chairman of the Board and the Vice-Chairman did have an
opportunity to sit down with the nominee and they did not raise any
questions or concerns regarding his nomination. They did have that
opportunity; not the entire board, but the Chairman and the
Vice-Chairman.

P.O. GREGORY:
I just disagree fundamentally with that process.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Is that what the --

MS. HORST:
That was the Chairman.

LEG. KENNEDY:
That's not what he said.

MS. HORST:
The department was there for the meeting, James Andrews sat in on a
meeting. I can't -- I don't know -- he might be referring to the
entire board and that opportunity was not given, but the Chairman
and the Vice-Chairman did sit down with this nominee.
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LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay.

MS. HORST:
And in reference to the solar, you know, I spoke with the
department, they said that they're aware of only one other board
member who has a solar background and he has let his license --

MR. NARDELLI:
His solar accreditation to lapse.

MS. HORST:
His accreditation? Yeah, his solar accreditation to lapse. So
this nominee would be the only one on the board with some -- in the
solar industry that we're aware of.

P.O. GREGORY:
So the intention of the tabling motion is to what?

LEG. ANKER:
So the intent of the tabling motion was to spend a little bit more
time, let the cycle one more cycle and, you know, address the
questions, because there are questions. You know, do we have a
board member right now that -- what was -- George, what was the
requirement that this board needs to have regarding a board member
with appliance?

MR. NOLAN:
An appliance repair background. At one time we had an entire board
of Home Appliance Repairs and we got rid of it and said they'll
have a representative on this board.

LEG. ANKER:
And from what I understand, there is no representative on the
board. So, you know, the --

MS. HORST:
He has resigned.

LEG. ANKER:
Right. So, you know, there are some questions out there that I
would like to, you know, look into and that's all. I would just
cycle this one more time.

MS. HORST:
Just to your point, there was someone on the board who had that
specification and he did resign and they are -- the department is
reviewing two resumes to meet that specification.

P.O. GREGORY:
And I don't -- again, I don't disagree with the board in a sense
saying, You know what? We have too many in this field, we need
more diversity, that's one thing, for them to express their desire
to have a better mix. What I have objection to is the board
saying, Well, we are used to being a part of the screening process
and we ask that you not move forward with this until we get a
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chance to screen, and he used the word screening and I don't think
-- I think that is totally outside of their purview. I think it's
a courtesy, but certainly to kind of make it an informal
requirement I think is usurping our power and the appointing
authority's power. And you risk setting a precedent, because the
next time we directly have an appointment, the board can say, Well,
you did it for the Electrical Licensing Board, why don't you give
us an opportunity to screen them before you appoint them? I don't
agree with that. So, Legislator Hahn, I had you next on the list.

LEG. HAHN:
So I think there are two things going on here. I don't think
anybody agrees that the board should have any kind of veto power.
I don't think anybody here thinks -- and no one has suggested that
we make that a requirement. We are certainly not doing that. I
think -- I'm very confused that we have the chair of the Licensing
Board telling us there are four members from the solar industry and
you're telling us now there's only going to be one. So that's kind
of confusing to me.

I think that it's possible we would agree that the -- you know, by
us, if we're tabling this, it, you know, could be for the reason
that we agree that the composition of the board should be more
diverse. I don't think anyone is suggesting that the board should
have any kind of veto power or in any way there be a requirement
that we have to screen our candidates, that's just a ludicrous
thought. I think that's totally misdirecting the conversation. I
think that the Chair brought up what seemed to be a very salient
point and now there's some confusion over the facts which, you
know, it would be nice to see a list of the members, who has
association --

MS. HORST:
We have their resumes --

LEG. HAHN:
Good.

MS. HORST:
-- that we can absolutely share with you.

LEG. HAHN:
Excellent, okay. Because, I mean, I think that there are -- there
are very important points about, you know, a composition of a
board, skill-set, expertise and making sure that we cover all areas
in a given industry. So, you know, I think that makes a lot of
sense, and there's good reason to table. It would be very hard
to -- how many members are there on our Licensing Board?

MS. HORST:
There's supposed to be 11, right now there's nine.

LEG. HAHN:
Right. So I'd have a hard time reviewing ten --
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MS. HORST:
Eight.

LEG. HAHN:
Eight resumes in this moment in time to vote, but thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
You're done?

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Legislator Barraga.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yeah, listening to this debate, I certainly think that
prospectively the changes you're talking about should be made. If
you think a board has more input into a particular situation, so be
it, but not in this particular case on this particular candidate.
You have a Legislative committee, the committee met. It's a
Legislative committee; they interviewed this individual, they made
a unanimous decision that this go forward to the general session
and be adopted. That committee should have a great deal of weight.
What we had here is one individual came up, and he made some good
points, and maybe prospectively in the future when you're dealing
with candidates you take that up, some procedures to put in place.
But in this particular case it's clear; the Legislative committee
did its job, made a unanimous decision and it's before us and it
should be adopted. Otherwise, what's the purpose of having these
Legislative committees?

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator D'Amaro?

LEG. D'AMARO:
Thank you. The Commissioner is here, I just had a quick question.
This particular board comes under your office; is that correct?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
That's correct, yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Okay. So are you an advocate for this resolution, this individual?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Yes, we are.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Let me back up. Are you familiar with the makeup of the current
board?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Yes, I am.
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LEG. D'AMARO:
Do you believe this individual brings the proper expertise and
knowledge to the board that's needed at this time?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Absolutely.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Okay.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
And if we can just go back a little bit, too, I think it was the
June committee. We started looking at the board, and I think
several of the Legislators had question or inquiry as to whether or
not we had anyone from the solar industry. So we took a look, we
looked at resumes and we looked on the board, and at the time I
think we had one person from the solar industry, a smaller company
named Palk Electric. And then I think it was Legislator Cilmi
that asked us a question about the specific certification, I don't
-- I have the acronym, I don't know what it's -- I forgot my
glasses, I'm sorry. NABSEP, and it's a certification for solar and
this individual happens to have it, and we actually scrolled
through some associations to see who had this certification.

This young fella, he's a small business owner, he's been in
business for 17 years. He's an electrician, he's licensed in three
or four different jurisdictions, he happens to do solar, he's a
qualified candidate. And just for the record, he's not a friend of
the County Executive, he's not a friend of mine, he's not a friend
of James. We found him through an association meeting. James and
I met with him, we liked him, great candidate, young guy, small
business. Our board is diverse. We have NAECA members, National
Association of Electrical Contractors, we have SECA members, we
have the one -- we have big companies, small companies, and now we
have one with this -- we hopefully have one with this special
certification. So we're very conscious of diversifying the board
and I think we're doing a good job.

After James and I met with him, we liked him, we pushed the name up
to the County Exec, you know, he seemed to agree with us. We gave
Russ and Mike Towers, the Chair and Vice-Chair, the opportunity to
meet with him, he did. We have e-mail exchanges going back and
forth that they didn't seem to have an issue; if they did, I never
got a call from Russ about it, I never got a call from Mr. Towers
about it, we would have addressed it. So I really don't know what
the hold-up was, and it was passed in committee. We think he's a
great candidate and we feel that you should appoint him.

LEG. D'AMARO:
That's it, thank you. Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
If I may, Commissioner. So you just stated that he has
certifications or people in his corporation?
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COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
No, he does.

P.O. GREGORY:
Individually he's licensed as an electrician?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Yes. Michael Catizone, he's licensed in Westchester, Orange
County, New Jersey, passed the electrical licensing exam in
Philadelphia, North Carolina, multiple licenses in villages and
towns, multiple master electrician licenses, he has the NABSEP
certification; he's a good candidate.

P.O. GREGORY:
But he's licensed in here or in New Jersey?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
He is licensed, yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Here, Suffolk County.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right, I have several others; I have Legislator Anker
and then I have two more.

LEG. ANKER:
So this has to do with Legislator Barraga's comments about, you
know, once we get something out of committee, okay, and we have to
continue with that same support level. But I've basically
discovered additional information, I've learned more about the
electrical board. And like I said, you should never rush a vote on
legislation, especially when there's been more information that's
been provided. So I would just -- again, that's why I chose to
table it now and then, you know, meet with the folks here and
really, you know, iron this thing out, because there is concern on
both sides. This I thought was going to be a very easy kind of
situation where we're going to vote on an electrical professional
to be part of this board.

And I think, too, though, we need to make sure this person knows
what they're doing, because this person will be approving
certification for, you know, our contractors, our electricians.
You know, it's not like -- you know, I was on the Vanderbilt Board.
We had plenty of input as far as who the members were going to be,
you know, to me this is -- and this is important, and I've gotten
information from the board itself that maybe there's some issues
there. So that's the only reason why I'm changing this to tabling;
I think there's additional information, and maybe we should just
meet and talk and work this out. But once we make that decision to
approve this person to be on the board, that's it, you know, and I
just think there's some great area here.
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LEG. BARRAGA:
You know, I respect your point of view, but the additional
information that you're receiving, what was not disclosed to us,
which apparently just came out five minutes ago, is that this
person who testified this morning already vetted this individual,
he and one other person. He never made mention of the fact that
they sat down with this person. They gave me the impression they
had never met with him, had no contact whatsoever and this came as
a big surprise. So he wasn't exactly truthful completely in his
statements.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Okay. So from what you're saying -- this is one of the few
committees that I am not on and I did not get to listen to the
discussion -- this gentleman appears to be quite qualified for the
position. But -- and he did get vetted through the entire
committee, although Sarah is saying that with additional
information we should table it and move forward. How about as a
compromise, there are two additional positions open, right?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
That's correct.

LEG. KENNEDY:
So if we voted on this gentleman today, there would still be two
additional positions open. Could there -- could we get a guarantee
that there would be discussion and someone would be included in the
vetting who had the experience that the Chair of the board says is
needed?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Well, I'm not sure what experience the board is looking for,
because you can't get much more experience than what Mike Catizone
has.

LEG. KENNEDY:
No, no, no, I'm saying so let's vote for him and with the
additional two positions --

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Agreed. But under the law we're required to have one individual
from the appliance repair business, which we are in the process of
looking for. And they're very far and few between, there's not
that many people in that industry anymore, because typically now
the big retailers have their own service repair. So the guy we had
on the board, the member we had on the board with that background
just recently resigned, so we have to fill that vacancy in.
There's an extra spot and we'll go through the exact same vetting
process when we choose a member for that position, as we do any
other. And if the board would like an opportunity to -- the entire
board to meet with the individual, I don't have a problem with it.
If that's something they wanted to do and someone came to me and
said, Listen, you know, we would like the whole board to meet with
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him, I would have said, By all means, we wouldn't have submitted
the resolution. But it's in the process. We think he's a good
candidate, he's the County Exec's pick, but we're more than happy
to entertain anyone they want to bring forward.

LEG. KENNEDY:
I'm not fighting that. I'm trying to say if we were to go forward
with this gentleman who does, from what you just said, appear
extremely qualified, there's still the two other positions.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Correct.

LEG. KENNEDY:
One you would look for would be appliance repair; the other one,
I'm asking, could you speak with the board and listen to their
suggestions before it comes to committee?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Absolutely.

LEG. KENNEDY:
That's it. Okay, thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you. So how often does the board meet?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Monthly.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
And how many -- how long are the meetings; what takes place at a
typical meeting?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
I'm going to let James answer that question because he sits in on
the meetings.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Great.

MR. ANDREWS:
Roughly two hours for their meetings.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
What do -- is there a fixed agenda?

MR. ANDREWS:
Usually what transpires is there's a small portion in the front for
a public portion; if anyone from the public has some concerns or
would like to make a presentation to the board, they're allowed to
speak during usually the first 15, 20 minutes, maybe half hour time
permitting. And then after that the board goes into reviewing



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

06:00PM

06:01PM

06:01PM

06:01PM

06:02PM

* Index Included at End of Transcript 170

applications for our candidates to go and become a master
electrician or a restricted electrician and any other business that
the board might have such as -- at one time they did have a
gentleman from the appliance industry who we have a resume for come
in and speak with the board. Usually that's what the board takes
care of; any shelving issues, revocation issues or licensing
issues.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Where do you meet?

MR. ANDREWS:
Where? Right in our offices.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
And do you have a fixed schedule, like at the beginning of the
year, Here's schedule for the year?

MR. ANDREWS:
They meet the same time every month.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator D'Amaro.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yeah, Commissioner, I just would suggest to you that, as some of my
colleagues have pointed out, the process here worked and it worked
fine. I don't think it's incumbent upon you to have to seek out
the advice or opinion of sitting board members when it comes time
to appoint another person to this board. You know, it's like does
the President go to the Supreme Court members to vet his Supreme
Court nominee? I mean, it's crazy when you think about it.

We are charged -- we, you and us are charged with a process where
you go out and look for the right candidates, you know what the
needs of the board are, you're responsible to know that and then
you submit them to the Legislature and we vet as well.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
That's correct.

LEG. D'AMARO:
And this whole concept of the chairman of this board coming here
and trying to exert influence and authority I think is misplaced,
frankly. I don't think that that gentleman should even by here
today, and I don't think he should be expressing an opinion about a
potential board member that he may have to work with on this board
in the future. So this is wrong procedurally in my view.

I think what you did is correct, I think what the committee did was
correct, I think what we're doing here today is correct. And we
can have this debate and everyone's entitled to their opinion,
certainly. But to suggest that you as a Commissioner of this
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County need to now seek out different people's advice and opinion
with your responsibility that you're charged with I think is just
plain wrong and I would suggest you don't do it.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Well, I agree with you on all your points. And just for the
record, the Department of Consumer Affairs, which is now part of
Labor, Licensing and Consumer Affairs, falls under the auspices of
the County Executive. I am the Commissioner, I am the County
Executive's agent, okay. The County Executive is charged with
board appointments, that's exactly what I'm doing here; again, just
doing my job.

LEG. D'AMARO:
I mean, I would like to know, you know, if the person who's heading
the board is coming here and now opining on future board members,
what's driving that opinion? You know, it's almost inappropriate
in my mind to be listening to that. I mean, we are charged with
that responsibility, we have to vet these candidates based on
qualifications and criteria that you're fully versed in, that we're
aware of and that we're going to look at this candidate under that
scope; right?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Correct.

LEG. D'AMARO:
This whole thing of seeking out, you know, are you okay with this
person informally, is, as the Presiding Officer says, almost usurps
our authority and your authority and the County Executive's
authority. I don't answer to that board, I don't answer to that
board. They have criteria that they have to apply when discharging
their responsibilities, one of them is not coming here and telling
me how to vote on future appointees.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
I'm agreeing with you, Legislator. And just for the record, the
Chairman of the Board does not speak for the department.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Anker.

LEG. ANKER:
I just wanted to let you know, I will be withdrawing my tabling
motion and will go forward. But I do want to say, Legislator
D'Amaro, I understand your point of view, but I tend to disagree.
Again, no disrespect, of course, to the Chair and Mr. Andrews. We
need to provide professional people to be on these boards. They
need to really know what they're doing, and that's why we put the
board members, you know, in the positions. And again, this is a
very important board because you're deciding on safety concerns.
But in the future, though, at this point, I would like to ask that
you consider the opinion of the board when you choose the board --
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you know, future board members and, again, take into consideration
what is needed to provide direction. Like they had mentioned as
far as they're looking for an inspector, someone with that type of
background, and this involves their ability to make these
decisions. Because again, they're writing tests, they're providing
direction, there's a lot of important professional attributes that
are needed for this particular board. And that's my -- again,
that's basically my overall concern. Understanding there are two
additional positions opened, it sounds like that we may need an
appliance person as a higher qualification.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Correct.

LEG. ANKER:
And also an inspector, there was another -- an inspection person.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
That's correct, an electrical inspector.

LEG. ANKER:
So those -- if you could consider those two, I would greatly
appreciate it. You know, and again, I'll withdraw my tabling
motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. And again, like I said earlier, my remarks, I don't mean any
offense to those on the board. I just think procedurally this
is -- you know, can go down a road that we certainly don't want to
go down. But Commissioner, we've heard that there seems to be some
friction between the board, I don't know for yourself but your
department, and I just ask that somehow you guys work to amend that
because I think some of that is what's stemming from this.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Presiding Officer, I'm just a little frustrated because we did give
them ample opportunity to meet with the candidate and they actually
didn't have an issue with them. In fact, if I'm not mistaken,
James, they asked us to go forward with it; correct, is that
correct?

MR. ANDREWS:
Yes.

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
They asked us to go forward with it, so I'm a little perplexed
here. But we will work with them, absolutely.

LEG. D'AMARO:
So make sure for the next two appointments you get their
opinions --

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
Absolutely. We'd like the whole board --
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LEG. D'AMARO:
-- so they can come here and contradict you again.

(*Laughter*)

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
We'll let the whole board vet them.

LEG. D'AMARO:
And what's their agenda?

COMMISSIONER NARDELLI:
We thought there was a non-issue. My apologies for taking up
everyone's time.

LEG. D'AMARO:
(Inaudible).

P.O. GREGORY:
No, what do you mean?

LEG. KENNEDY:
The gentleman never said anything bad about this Mr. Michael,
never. That was not even the issue.

P.O. GREGORY:
No, he said that he hadn't -- he wasn't familiar with him, didn't
know, I think he just heard of this appointment until like today or
yesterday; I think that's what he said. He didn't say anything
negative about him.

All right, so we have a motion to approve and a second. All in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. Whoo, I hope that's not a sign to come.

All right, we skipped over IR 1988-16, Adopting Local Law No.
-2016, A Local Law to enhance provisions of the item pricing law
(County Executive). Do I have a motion? We have an over/under on
the debate since it took us an hour to appoint? (Laughter).

LEG. CILMI:
Motion to table.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to table.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Second.

LEG. TROTTA:
Second.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Hold on. Motion to table by Legislator Cilmi.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Second.

LEG. HAHN:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, boy, it's like everyone's --

LEG. KENNEDY:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second, Leslie. Legislator Kennedy said I ignored her four times
earlier, so I'm going to acknowledge her as the second.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Wait, just on the motion. Can -- is there anyone who would care to
explain why we're tabling or offering to table?

P.O. GREGORY:
No, we're all talked out on the Electrical Licensing Board. You
know, generating revenue to the County, you know --

LEG. LINDSAY:
Can I jump in, Mr. Presiding Officer, just to answer Legislator
D'Amaro's question?

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
We're working with -- well, we've been having open discussions with
the department to increase the threshold for what they consider to
be a small business.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Who's having discussions?

LEG. LINDSAY:
We talked with them in meetings today and we talked with -- myself,
Legislator --

LEG. D'AMARO:
I'm sorry, talking with whom? I'm sorry.

LEG. LINDSAY:
With people -- with the department, Consumer Affairs and the County
Exec's people to -- representatives to try to increase the
threshold.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Is that their position to table also today? I'm just curious.
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MS. HORST:
We're fine for tabling for one cycle, yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Okay.

P.O. GREGORY:
All right. All right, so we have a motion and a second to table.
All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

D.P.O. CALARCO:
It's on the news that we passed it.

P.O. GREGORY:
It's on the news that we passed it? See, fake news, fake news.

(*Laughter*)

WAYS & MEANS

All right, IR 2051-16 -- only kidding, David -- Adopting Local Law
No. -2016, A Local Law amending Chapter 818 of the Suffolk County
Code to modify the fees which may be applied by the Suffolk County
Traffic and Parking Violations Agency (County Executive).

LEG. TROTTA:
Motion to table.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to table by Legislator.

LEG. TROTTA:
Subject to recall.

LEG. FLEMING:
I was going to ask for discussion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion to table by Legislator Trotta.

LEG. CILMI:
I'll second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Cilmi. On the motion, Legislator Fleming.

LEG. FLEMING:
Thank you. I just wanted to put on the record that, you know, I
support the tabling motion because I have been contacted by
community members and members of the Suffolk County Bar with
concerns and complaints about rules and procedures at the Traffic
and Parking Violations Agency, and I think there are some
legitimate concerns. Our Administrative Law Judge has been working
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towards ensuring fair operations there for a while, and I'm glad to
lend support to Judge Hinrichs efforts, as well as taking an
independent look at it as a Legislator and a former criminal
prosecutor.

But I'm pleased to say that the Administration has agreed to
arrange a meeting with the Executive Director of the traffic agency
and Judge Hinrichs and other Legislators to talk about specific
aspects of how things are going. So I appreciate input, but I do
think we need to turn our attention to this and I appreciate the
Administration looking at it. So I'm looking forward to reporting
back and input from other colleagues as well.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Cilmi.

LEG. CILMI:
Just on the subject, it's related and that's why I bring it up.
I just want to ask the Administration if they would look into
something that was brought to my attention today. Apparently
hanging in the lobby of the Traffic and Parking Violations Agency
is a sign that says, "Please be advised, the limited population of
visitors to this agency will be entitled to a refund for
administrative fees charged to an individual whose tickets were
dismissed in accordance with the new local legislation. The
refunding process, supported by the County Executive, will involve
multiple steps which include a Comptroller's audit of refunds owed,
development of a system whereby refunds can be administered, and
the passage of a law to allow the County to effectuate the refunds.
As such, please note no refunds can be provided at this time.
Please do not request a refund during your interaction with this
agency today as the process for providing it is under development.
Thank you for your patience." So I just ask you if you would look
into that.

MS. HORST:
Sure. Would you mind e-mailing me that?

LEG. CILMI:
I can certainly do that.

MS. HORST:
I can't write that fast (Laughter).

LEG. CILMI:
Yes; sorry, I will definitely e-mail it. Thank you.

MS. HORST:
Thank you.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Okay, so I'll -- I'd like to support the tabling motion for one
cycle, but I have a question for the Administration. So there's
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been an offer of a meeting?

MS. HORST:
Correct.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
So when can we -- when I say we, I mean any Legislators who are --
who would like to be involved in that meeting, when can we look
forward to that meeting? And I think the sooner the better.

MS. HORST:
I have to check on how big Judge Hinrichs' chambers are, but I will
reach out through Legislator Fleming. She's the one who requested
the meeting, so we've been working with Legislator Fleming and
anyone that she's asked to join her in the meeting.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Excellent. Thank you.

LEG. BROWNING:
DuWayne?

LEG. TROTTA:
Would you let me know when that is, too, please?

LEG. D'AMARO:
DuWayne, can I ask a question?

MS. HORST:
Understood.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Legislator Browning.

LEG. BROWNING:
Yeah, a few of us did go to Nassau County Court, the Traffic Court,
which was very enlightening. And we have certainly seen some
differences here in Suffolk County versus what goes on in Nassau.
I've had many conversations with some attorneys, I spoke with Judge
Hinrichs last week. And again, when it comes to these fees, I will
continue to tell you the people that are going to get hit over the
head and who are not going to be able to pay these increased fees
are the people who can least afford it.

I believe, Robert, if you could -- I don't know if you could
provide to everyone the fees and fines that have not yet been
received, and I think we're up to about $3 million. So it's just
insane to increase fees that people can't afford already, but I
know that we do have the meeting on Friday. Judge Hinrichs, I
guess depending on how many, but he has some pretty good size
conference rooms.

MS. HORST:
I've never been there.
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LEG. BROWNING:
Yeah, I have; actually, that's where I had my last meeting. And I
know that there are still some serious concerns on the part of the
Judge and the operation of our Traffic Court. So I would never
recommend supporting any more fees until our Traffic Court is
cleaned up.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator D'Amaro.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yeah. Katie, we -- this fee increase was recommended by the County
Executive and then approved by this Legislature in our budget;
correct?

MS. HORST:
Correct.

LEG. D'AMARO:
And it's supposed to generate how much per year or per month;
what's the projection?

MS. HORST:
Five point five million in 2017.

LEG. D'AMARO:
2017. What year is this now, 2017?

MS. HORST:
Correct.

LEG. D'AMARO:
It is, right? Yeah. So for every day we're not passing this bill
we're not collecting this fee.

MS. HORST:
Correct.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Okay. So I'm just trying to figure out how -- are you -- is the
Administration in favor of tabling this bill today?

MS. HORST:
We would love to see it move forward, but it's our understanding
that this body had the intention of tabling it.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Wow. Okay.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
It's already on News 12.

LEG. D'AMARO:
So if we table this bill, it's going to force you to do what?
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MS. HORST:
I'm sorry, can you say that one more time?

LEG. D'AMARO:
Well, you understand that this body --

MS. HORST:
We have a shortfall.

LEG. D'AMARO:
No, no, but I'm saying -- no, I agree with you there. But what --
one of my colleagues is saying that there's other problems with
this agency. So is this -- like if we pass this bill today, would
you not address the other problems?

MS. HORST:
No, we absolutely would, and that's our intention.

LEG. D'AMARO:
But that doesn't seem to be what I'm hearing. I'm hearing that the
only way we can get the Administration to address these problems is
to put the County further into debt.

LEG. TROTTA:
That's right.

MS. HORST:
We are working on these issues. Legislator Fleming did request a
meeting, we have it scheduled. But it's with this body at the
moment and it's our understanding that this body has decided that
they're not willing to move it forward.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Was there a meeting I didn't know about it or something? (Laughter)
How did we decide that?

LEG. TROTTA:
They're trying to tell you something.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Look, we passed the budget, we need the money. You know, I don't
see how this is coupled with any other issue at this point. I'm
not following the logic here at all. It seems to me that if we
don't pass this bill we're just making our financial situation
worse and worse on a daily basis. We have an adopted budget where
this money is already spent; isn't that correct?

MS. HORST:
Correct.

LEG. D'AMARO:
And we're using it as leverage from one branch of government to
another to somehow extract reforms at the cost of how much a day
did you say, or a month?
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MS. HORST:
It's 5.5 million in 2017.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Wow. Okay. I have no other questions. I just wanted a
clarification.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, Legislator Barraga.

LEG. BARRAGA:
I'll vote for the tabling, but I'm not so show tabling it for one
cycle really changes anything. The five and a half million's
already in the budget, so if you don't come up and approve this or
something like it, you break a hole in the budget of five and a
half million dollars. So you can have your meetings, but you can't
get around the fact that we've already spent the five and a half
million, or it's in the process of being spent in the budget. The
same with the mortgage tax; no one wants to vote for mortgage tax,
but you already spent the $33 million to have it in your budget.
It's like a guy who is out and, you know, takes his credit card and
charges $10,000 and then when the bill comes in he doesn't want to
pay it; it just doesn't work that way.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Browning.

LEG. BROWNING:
Lou, I'll give you an example of a shortfall. And DuWayne and I
actually had the same conversation, both of us had constituents,
and I'm just curious how many people this has happened to. A
constituent who got a red light camera ticket, did not get the
first notice, on the second notice sends in his $80, gets the $80
sent back to him because he didn't pay the late fee. This is
happening. So you want to talk about a shortfall? How about just
take the check and be thankful for it and then worry about the late
fee later? But I'm just curious how many there are like that.
If I have one and DuWayne within no time had the same situation
with a constituent, so through no fault of anyone's but TPVA,
they're short money and they're short revenue because they're
sending checks back. Take it. That doesn't make sense.

I mean, I just don't approve of it. I think -- you know, morally I
think it's wrong. I don't think we should be beating people over
the head, I'm not a supporter of doing that and I think that's what
we're doing by increasing fees. I understand it was in the budget,
but I was very clear in the workgroup that I did not support it and
that maybe is where we need to talk about separating items in the
budget.

LEG. D'AMARO:
I -- if I can just respond quickly, because I was addressed.
Legislator Browning, I agree with you. If you didn't support this
in the budget, you know -- I mean, sure, you don't want to pass it
now, I understand that, and I'm sure there's other people at this
horseshoe that are in the same position. But what I'm saying is
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that the budget did pass and we have a responsibility now to not go
further into debt because the funds that would be approved by this
fee are already being spent, because we approved the spending; we
meaning whoever voted for the budget. The same argument was made
with the mortgage tax, the same thing, as Legislator Barraga
pointed out. And I don't take any issue with trying to enact
reforms, I have no problem with that. We have oversight as a
Legislature, we have plenty of leverage without having to blow a
hole further and deeper into our budget. We have that jurisdiction
and authority without doing this. And to somehow think that by
holding up a budget bill that hurts the entire County and taxpayers
because it's forcing the County Executive to talk to us to me is
misplaced. I think, truly, that we have that authority and
oversight. There's a lot of things we could do as a Legislature if
we see wrongs going on in any department, there's plenty of
jurisdiction there. I just don't think it's appropriate to couple
this bill with that and I don't think we're hurting anyone but
County residents.

LEG. BROWNING:
And when you see that some of our shortfall in the Traffic Court is
because they're sending checks back, then that's something that
needs to be fixed, too.

LEG. D'AMARO:
I agree with you; I do.

P.O. GREGORY:
And what Legislator Browning's referring to, I had a constituent,
who I obviously won't name, who got a -- he has his DMV
registration, it's a PO Box, by the time he went to check his PO
Box he was already late. He had a $105 fine that he paid, sent
$105 to TPVA, they sent it back and said, Well, you owe us $106,
but the paperwork that they sent him said $105 and it never
identified in writing $106. So he sent $105 back and said I'm not
going to send $106 until you tell me on paper that I owe you $106.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Right, and why don't we set up a committee or exercise our
oversight authority and try and correct some of these wrongs that
we're hearing about. But I don't see how taking it out on the
budget, so to speak, is doing anything.

P.O. GREGORY:
No, and I agree with that. I think that -- obviously there's
strong opinion as to some reforms need to be had but, you know,
we're almost -- we are kind of shooting ourselves in the foot with
this.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Right, yeah. We have that authority; am I wrong?

P.O. GREGORY:
Right, absolutely.
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LEG. D'AMARO:
One of our primary functions and mandates is oversight.

P.O. GREGORY:
Right, right.

LEG. D'AMARO:
We can do that.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Fleming, you wanted to chime in?

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes, I just wanted to note, while I appreciate the concerns, I have
to say -- and I certainly understand, I did vote for the budget and
so I will not object substantively to the increase in the fees, and
I've made that clear. However, when this particular bill was on
for public hearing was the first time, and this was months ago that
I brought it up, to say I did not think we should close the hearing
until we discussed what these fees were covering. I think it's a
perfectly appropriate time to talk about how things are operating
at the Traffic Court. And particularly when our Administrative Law
Judge has been trying to get the administration of the agency to
follow basic Office of Court Administration Rules. I think it's a
fair -- I think I've got a responsibility, if I have the
opportunity to use Legislative procedure, to ensure that these
basic rights aren't being -- aren't being violated. I haven't
witnessed it myself, I do not have firsthand knowledge. However,
I've heard from many reputable members of the Bar about things that
are a real concern to us and I cannot responsibly move forward
after having asked for a meeting before we closed the public
hearing on this which was two cycles ago.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Well, if I could just respond to that as well. Legislator, I agree
with you that if there are issues and problems -- and you chair the
Ways & Means Committee, I believe, so probably your committee would
have the authority and jurisdiction to ask the Commissioners in and
to investigate and to ask questions and do whatever it is you need
to do. You don't need to wait for them to get back to you. But I
don't think it's appropriate to couple all of that, which I would
wholeheartedly support, and let's have a fair hearing about that
and let's talk about issues and reforms and all of that, that's
what we do. But, you know, I don't think that by blowing holes in
our budget in any way is going to somehow compel that -- those
situations to be resolved. We have the authority to do that, and
although you have a prerogative to table this and use, as you say,
Legislative procedure, I think you're doing more harm than good
here.

LEG. FLEMING:
Well, I appreciate your perspective; I respectfully disagree with
it and I'm doing what I feel is important.

LEG. D'AMARO:
But you're only hurting people of the County.
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LEG. FLEMING:
And where does the responsibility for that lie?

LEG. D'AMARO:
You have it already as Chair of the Ways & Means Committee; you
have that responsibility.

LEG. FLEMING:
And I have been trying to get a meeting for two cycles, Lou.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Then come to the Legislature and ask for a subpoena; you have that
authority.

LEG. FLEMING:
I don't think it's necessary. We've got a meeting scheduled for
Friday. Thank you.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Well, I think it's very misplaced to couple this issue and these
reforms, which clearly is a need for at least hearings, with a
budgetary matter that's already been approved by this Legislature.

LEG. FLEMING:
I appreciate that.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Anyone else?

LEG. SPENCER:
Yeah.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, I'm sorry, Legislator Spencer.

LEG. SPENCER:
I understand the budget issue and I voted for the budget. And as I
see these bills come up that are things that we voted on, this is
something I feel very strongly about with regards to this
particular issue in terms of the organization and at TPVA and how
certain groups are disproportionately impacted. And I'm putting
the statement on the record because I live up to my obligation of
supporting what I did, voting for the budget, but I have to vote
for the budget as an Omnibus and I vote for it and there are parts
of the budget that I hate that I -- and this is one of the things,
this is something that's been a real strong sticking point for me.
I think the fee is -- the surcharges disproportionately impact
certain groups of people, I think people who are poor that may make
an innocent mistake that they're all of a sudden getting a fee for
hundreds of dollars when they go through our process, and I think
that it's a process that isn't there in and of itself. And the
dilemma for me is that to see what the Working Group does and to
sit here and to vote for a budget and to have the fiscal
responsibility of supporting that budget that is billions of
dollars and encompasses thousands of different decisions, but to
realize that there are certain areas that if I could object to and
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that I objected to when I passed the budget, and this was one of
those items. So, you know, I don't know if there's -- you know,
there's an Omnibus and we're stuck with it, but I still at the end
of the day have a battle between my fiscal responsibility and then
really what I feel is morally -- my moral compass as far as
something that I have a real problem with. And so it's a tough
situation and naturally a dilemma, and I can see both Bridget and
Lou's point from that perspective.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. Anyone else? All right. So we have a motion --

LEG. D'AMARO:
Could I just note for the record, very briefly in response to
Legislator Spencer, that -- I'm sorry. I agree wholeheartedly with
Doc Spencer, because as some of my colleagues, like Legislator
Browning, will recall, for many, many years I tried to change the
budget process so we did not have an up or down vote on the Omnibus
budget exactly for this reason. Because there are various items
that we want to support and there are various items we can't, and
then the argument always came back, Well, you know, you have to
take the good with the bad. I bet you I could go back every year
we passed the budget since I've been here and find at least two
Legislators that have made the argument, You have to take the good
with the bad. Okay? So I'm all for budget reform, I think it
should be line-itemed. The County Executive has a line item veto
over the budget, but we don't have a line item to pass or fail, and
I've always said that that's inappropriate.

Would I have voted for this particular fee increase had I been
given the chance to vote line by line? Maybe not. Maybe not. So
I agree completely with what is being said. And that issue makes
sense to me; if you didn't support this particular funding in the
budget, maybe you don't want to vote for the bill, the standalone
that comes along later. But to couple it with somehow forcing the
County Executive to commit reform, to reform, when we already have
the authority to reform County government. This Legislature, as
we've seen in the past -- some of us who were here, either as
Legislators or as Aides -- this Legislature has the final say in
all of this. We have the power and authority to compel whatever it
is we want, ultimately, for the Administration, how to run County
government, not the County Executive.

So again, I think that to make an argument to couple reforming this
bureau with holding up this budget bill and putting the County
further into debt is not something that I would support.

P.O. GREGORY:
Legislator Trotta.

LEG. TROTTA:
Just quickly, I think I just heard you say, Legislator D'Amaro,
that if you could've line itemed you wouldn't support this, and now
you have the ability not to support it and you want to pass it.
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LEG. D'AMARO:
I said maybe I would not have supported it, I didn't say I would.
That's not the issue right now.

LEG. TROTTA:
You said -- I think you just said that you wouldn't have supported
this in a line item, you would have knocked this out. Now here's
your ability to do it.

LEG. D'AMARO:
I said I might not have supported this; that's what I said.

LEG. TROTTA:
All right. Let's vote.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, motion to table. We have a motion and a second. All in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

LEG. D'AMARO:
Opposed.

LEG. LINDSAY:
To table, right?

P.O. GREGORY:
Yeah, table.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Opposed to tabling.

P.O. GREGORY:
Those who are in favor of tabling, raise your hands.

(*Legislators Krupski, Fleming, Browning, Hahn, Anker, Cilmi,
Kennedy, Trotta, McCaffrey, Stern & Spencer raised their hands*)

Those opposed?

(*Legislators Lindsay, Martinez, Barraga, D'Amaro,
D.P.O. Calarco & P.O. Gregory raised their hands*)

MR. RICHBERG:
Eleven (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right, 1014-17 - Appropriating funds in connection with
renovations to Surrogate’s Court (CP 1133)(County Executive).

LEG. HAHN:
Motion to approve.

P.O. GREGORY:
Who was that? Legislator Hahn makes a motion to approve. I'll
second. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?
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LEG. KENNEDY:
Whoa, whoa. On the motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Oh, sorry.

LEG. KENNEDY:
On the motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
On the motion, Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Is there anybody from DPW here? Oh, Gil, you're hiding.

Gil, I have seen Surrogates Court, it needs a lot of work. Will
anything collapse if we don't authorize $2,500,000 in repairs and
etcetera?

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
You're asking will the building collapse if we don't --

LEG. KENNEDY:
Will the building collapse, will a wall fall down, will the toilets
explode? Whatever.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
I can tell you what we're going to be doing as far as the project.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Tell me what you're going to be doing for 2,500,000.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
All right, we will be renovating the northern most two-story area
of the Riverhead County Center, which is used by Surrogate Court.
The scope will include night-shift work but will involve addition
of fire sprinkler systems to complete the entire building; we'll be
replacing the original HVAC equipment that was installed in 1955
for that portion of building and adding some VAVs and some other
equipment to control it; we will by putting a new energy-efficient
lighting, upgrading electrical systems, renovating bathrooms so
that they are in compliance with the ADA. There will be some
asbestos removal because of the age of the construction. There's a
new single, unisex ADA bathroom dedicated to jurors that's going to
be constructed; enlargement of the entry vestibule at the public
entrance with a new security station; some parking lot lighting
which will be done through solar; card access door controls, and
the Public Administrator will be moved to the north wing for more
court space and the move will be done ahead of the project with
in-house forces. And that's what's for 2.5 million.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Did you say the fire system will be throughout the entire building?

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
The what? I'm sorry.
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LEG. KENNEDY:
The fire system would be throughout the entire building?

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
Well, no, it'll be completed. We've completed, I believe, the
other three-quarters of the building, this will complete the fire
system in that portion.

LEG. KENNEDY:
In that portion. All right, thank you.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
You're welcome.

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. So anyone else? We have a motion, a second. All in favor?
Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
1014A, Bond Resolution (of the County of Suffolk, New York
authorizing the issuance of $2,500,000 Bonds to finance the
renovation of Surrogate’s Court – Riverhead County Center
(CP 1133.311), same motion, same second. Roll call.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Richberg - Clerk of the Legislature*)

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.
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LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent).

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, that is it.

We're going to the manilla folders:

We have IR 1123-17 - Amending Resolution No. 6-2017, fixing time of
meetings of the County Legislature (Presiding Officer Gregory). We
are moving the June Riverhead -- June Riverhead Committee Meetings
from June to March, so that's annotated on your amended calendar.
Okay? So I'll make a motion to approve.

LEG. CILMI:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator Cilmi. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MR. RICHBERG:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

LEG. HAHN:
I just want the Parks Commissioner to note that we were able to
change our meeting location. Thank you.
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P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. IR 1064-17 - Accepting and appropriating a grant award
amendment from the State Education Department, Perkins IV Funds,
for the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act (CTEA)
Program 100% reimbursed by federal funds at Suffolk County
Community College (County Executive). I'll make a motion.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Second by Legislator D'Amaro. All in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Sixteen (*Amended Vote: Seventeen - Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
IR 1065-17 - Accepting and appropriating a grant award from the
State University of New York, for a Workforce Development Training
Program entitled “Adchem – Communication Improvement Program,” 90%
reimbursed by State funds at Suffolk County Community College
(County Executive).

LEG. SPENCER:
Motion.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Second.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Spencer, second by Legislator D'Amaro. All in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Sixteen. Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
IR 1066-17 - Accepting and appropriating a grant sub-award from the
Research Foundation for the State University of New York (SUNY),
StonyBrook University, for a project entitled, “LSAMP: Meeting the
Grand Challenge of Preparing Students for Successful Transition
into STEM majors and beyond,” 100% reimbursed by Federal funds at
Suffolk County Community College (County Executive). Same motion,
same second. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
IR 1071-17 - Accepting and appropriating a grant award amendment
from the National Science Foundation (NSF) for a project entitled,
“Support for Undergraduates at the Community College engaged in
STEM Studies” (NSF Stem III), 100% reimbursed by federal funds at
Suffolk County Community College (County Executive). Same motion,
same second. All in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?
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MS. ELLIS:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
IR 1116-17 - Resolution amending Bond Resolution No. 853-2016,
Adopted on October 5, 2016, relating to the authorization of the
issuance of $49,781 Bonds to finance the New Enhanced Suffolk
County Water Quality Protection Program – 2014 Referendum –
Construction of Clean Lakes in the Village of Patchogue.
(CP 8733.311)(County Executive). Motion by Legislator Calarco.
I'll second. Roll call.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Richberg - Clerk of the Legislature*)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
No.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.

LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.
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LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent).

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Which -- I'm sorry, which Bond is this? We seem to be --

MR. NOLAN:
This is just correcting a Bond Resolution, a point number of a
Capital Project we've already adopted. So it's just correcting the
Bond Resolution a point number.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you; yes.

MS. ELLIS:
Sixteen (Opposed: Legislator Trotta - Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. All right, IR 1117-17 - Resolution amending Bond Resolution
No. 1168-2016, Adopted on December 20, 2016, relating to the
authorization of the issuance of $1,150,000 Bonds to finance the
cost of improvements to County Marinas (CP 7109.111, .316)
(County Executive). Same correction, it's a point correction.
Same motion, same second. Roll call.

(*Roll Called by Mr. Richberg - Clerk of the Legislature*)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

06:40PM

06:40PM

06:40PM

06:40PM

06:41PM

* Index Included at End of Transcript 192

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.

LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent).

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes.

MS. ELLIS:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay, please open your red folders, we have a few CNs.

IR 1090-17 - Amending Resolution No. 1139-2016, authorizing the
Department of Economic Development and Planning to commit to
benchmarking County buildings (County Executive).

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
Motion by Legislator Krupski. I'll second. On the motion, anyone?

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes, on the motion.

P.O. GREGORY:
On the motion, Legislator Kennedy.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Gil, could you come back up here? Or Katie.
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MS. HORST:
I'm going to bring Amy with me.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Or Amy. I need a better explanation than what's here and what came
yesterday.

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER KEYES:
Hi. This is amending a resolution that you passed the end of the
year last year authorizing us to apply for a grant, a
first-come/first-serve grant basically through NYSERDA. We got
feedback from NYSERDA that we had to amend the resolution to
include more explicit definitions and timeframes for how often we
would log on to the program to enter in our energy information,
that's what benchmarking -- what the benchmarking is committing us
to do is basically providing -- tracking our energy usage at
certain buildings.

LEG. KENNEDY:
So they want us to do it more frequently, less frequently?

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER KEYES:
Not even -- it's not necessarily more or less frequently, it just
wasn't defined. It's the same timeframes that we were always
committed to, we just didn't include those timeframes explicitly in
the original resolution.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Anybody else? We have a motion and a second. All those in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Sixteen (Not Present: P.O. Gregory- Absent: Legislator Muratore).

D.P.O. CALARCO:
IR 1105-17 - Requesting Legislative approval of contract award for
a sole bidder for Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
Post-Delivery Audit and In-Plant Production Line Inspection
Services (County Executive). I'll make a motion.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Second.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second by Legislator Krupski. Anybody on the motion?

LEG. McCAFFREY:
What is this?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator McCaffrey? Is Gil here? Gil?

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
Under County procurement rules, we have to -- if we send out an RFP
and we only receive one responder, we have to -- if we approve the
responder, have to come before the Legislature to get approval of
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that -- or to award that contract.

In this particular case, it's -- we're in the process of beginning
the manufacture of 30 hybrid electric buses, and under FTE
regulations we -- there has to be an Inspector present at the
manufacturing site to oversee the -- you know, the manufacturing of
the buses. In this particular case, we have used this company
before to do these type of inspections, it's 90% Federal and State
funded. It's a $31,000 contract, so obviously the $3,000 is the
County's contribution towards it.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
And so the sense of urgency is that we have to do that now because
we need -- the production is about to begin and the Inspector needs
to be there?

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
Yes.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Okay, thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Trotta?

LEG. TROTTA:
This is the one where if we ordered nine buses we wouldn't need it,
but because we ordered more than nine --

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
Yes. We're actually doing 30, but yes, correct; if it's 10 or more
buses the FTA requires an inspector present.

LEG. TROTTA:
But they pay for 90% of it.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
Yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
So we could save $30,000 if we ordered them in nine --

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
I believe twenty-seven thousand.

LEG. TROTTA:
What does that mean; does it mean like nine and then nine each
order or is it nine over the year? You have no idea?

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
That I don't honestly know.

LEG. TROTTA:
All right.
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D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Anybody else? We have a motion and a second. All those in
favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Seventeen (Absent: Legislator Muratore).

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Approved.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON:
Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
IR 1121-17 - Authorizing fee modifications in the Suffolk County
Department of Human Resources, Personnel and Civil Service (County
Executive). I'll make a motion to approve.

LEG. HAHN:
Second.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second by Legislator Hahn. Anybody on the motion? All those in
favor?

LEG. TROTTA:
Whoa.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Trotta, do you have a question?

LEG. TROTTA:
Yeah, what is this doing?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Does anybody have an explanation for Legislator Trotta?

MS. HORST:
This is increasing the application processing fee for all non-law
enforcement Civil Service promotional examinations from $25 to $40.
This is also increasing the application processing fee for all
open-competitive examinations for non -- law enforcement titles
from 35 to $40.

LEG. TROTTA:
So it's a fee increase.

MS. HORST:
An application fee, yes.

LEG. TROTTA:
Motion to table.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Motion by Legislator Trotta.
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LEG. TROTTA:
Why is this a CN?

MS. HORST:
Because the department is looking to open registration for certain
tests and if we don't do it now, then if we do it at the later date
some people would be paying an earlier fee and some would be paying
a lower fee versus a higher fee, so we're looking --

LEG. TROTTA:
So these are substantial percentage increases. So as we learned
from our legal Counsel recently, the fee increases should be in
line with what the new cost of doing this fee is. Do we have any
proof that it's increased this much?

MS. HORST:
I defer to the department, but this department -- just for example,
the fee for the law enforcement, for the Police test costs the
department a million dollars.

LEG. TROTTA:
And how much do they make when they give the test? I know the
answer to that, by the way.

MS. HORST:
I don't,.

LEG. TROTTA:
I think it's about $4 million.

MS. HORST:
I don't know if we make four million for the test. The total fee
increases would be around $200,000.

LEG. TROTTA:
So has the cost of giving these tests increased that much?

MS. HORST:
Well, I'm also --

LEG. TROTTA:
And I'm very concerned, our Legal Counsel --

MS. HORST:
The department doesn't run in the black.

LEG. TROTTA:
-- on the record saying that --

MS. HORST:
The department doesn't run in the black. So they're always running
-- they're never making enough money --

LEG. TROTTA:
I think I would like to make a motion to table this, because this
is something that should be discussed. I mean, this is something
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that, you know --

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Is that a motion, Legislator Trotta?

LEG. TROTTA:
Yeah, motion to table.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
A motion to table by Legislator Trotta. Does anybody want to
second the motion?

LEG. KENNEDY:
Second.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second by Legislator Kennedy, okay.

LEG. LINDSAY:
On the motion.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
On the motion, Legislator Lindsay.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Katie, there's more expense than just administering the test.
After they administer the test, they have to review, interview, do
background checks. So there's more to just giving a test.

MS. HORST:
Correct.

LEG. LINDSAY:
So would it be fair to say that our cost is higher than what
ultimately is brought in by these exams?

MS. HORST:
Correct.

LEG. LINDSAY:
I don't see how we're not in compliance with regulation then.

LEG. TROTTA:
Is there any documentation of this? Is there any, you know --
just saying it doesn't mean it's true.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
We have a representative from the department here. When's the last
time we --

LEG. TROTTA:
That's why there's a Legislative process; it should go through the
committee, they should come in, explain why they need it, not just
throw it in at the last hour.
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D.P.O. CALARCO:
When's the last time we increased the fees in this department?

MS. HORST:
2008, I believe.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
2008? So just shy of ten years ago.

MS. HORST:
Correct.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Legislator Kennedy?

LEG. KENNEDY:
So am I getting this correct? Civil Service non-law enforcement;
so the secretary goes from paying $25 to take the test to 40;
whereas the Police Officer and the Probation Officer only gets a $5
increase?

MS. HORST:
No, that's $25.

MS. DI STEFANO:
Twenty-five dollar law enforcement is now $100; it would go to
$125 --

LEG. KENNEDY:
Where are we?

MS. DI STEFANO:
-- with this resolution.

MS. MAHONEY:
Can you please state your name?

MS. DI STEFANO:
Cynthia DiStefano, Department of Civil Service.

LEG. KENNEDY:
I know who you are, Cynthia. Hi.

LEG. HAHN:
No, she asked her to state her name.

LEG. KENNEDY:
What is this then?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Are you done, Legislator Kennedy?

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes, I am done.
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D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Anybody else?

LEG. TROTTA:
Why do we have committees then?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
We have a vote. Legislator D'Amaro.

LEG. D'AMARO:
No, I just want to say that I think we're questioning why a CN, but
when is the next test being given this year; is it being given this
year?

MS. DI STEFANO:
We have tests announced now that have the existing fees, but we are
planning some larger exams for May and June and we'd like to get
the announcement up to attract as much attention as we can.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Right.

MS. DI STEFANO:
So if this is passed now we will put the newer fees on; if it's
not, we will have to post anyway and it will be the old fees.

LEG. D'AMARO:
So this is not -- these are not fee increases that were included in
our budget per se; where they?

MS. DI STEFANO:
There was $100,000, I believe, added to the Civil Service budget
accounting for these. This is the only revenue the department
gets.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Right. So your department recommended the increased fee amounts;
is that correct?

MS. DI STEFANO:
We discussed the increased fee amounts.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Who did you discuss it with?

MS. DI STEFANO:
The County Executive, the Budget Office.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Okay. So you were included in that discussion.

MS. DI STEFANO:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
And was it your recommendation to make these fee increases?
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MS. DI STEFANO:
The fees are designed to defray administrative costs of running
exams, and they don't really make up for the cost of administering
the exams, but they do defray. Costs have gone up. For instance,
with Police Officer examination, we have to do psychologicals, they
are $360 each, and then there's an appeal process about 20% of the
candidates fail, and 10% of that 20% then appeal and that's another
$200.

LEG. D'AMARO:
So given the cost of administering the test, you believe that it
was appropriate to have these increases put in place?

MS. DI STEFANO:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Okay. All right, thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Browning.

LEG. BROWNING:
I just want to make sure everybody remembers that we do have
something in place for people who can't afford to take it; if
you're unemployed, on Social Services, that you do get a waiver not
to pay it. I do have a little bit of an issue, and I'm sure
somebody's not going to like what I say. But Correction Officers,
what they make, are paying the same amount as a Suffolk County
Police Officer, you know, for a test that definitely the salaries
are very different, or Deputy Sheriffs. So that would be my only
concern. But being that it's optional to take the test, you know,
people may choose to take it or not. But, you know, we do have
something in place for people who are unemployed or on Social
Services.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Legislator McCaffrey.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Thank you. When was the last time the fees were raised?

MS. DI STEFANO:
There was a resolution in 2008 and the raise was effective on
January 1st, 2009.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
And so they haven't been raised in six years, seven years,
something like that.

MS. HORST:
Almost ten.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
And now this is coming to us as a CN to say we have to do this
without going through the committee process? I don't see the sense
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of urgency, if we haven't raised the fees in six or seven years,
that we need to do it without going through the proper committee
process.

MS. DI STEFANO:
We were hoping to catch the applications for some large exams
coming up, that's the reason that it came through as a CN.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
And when are those exams expected to be announced?

MS. DI STEFANO:
We would announce them this week if this goes through.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
And by large you mean hundreds or --

MS. DI STEFANO:
We have the -- where is it? Public Safety Dispatcher I which would
be about a thousand applicants; we have Probation Officer Trainee
that is usually around 700; and we have the Clerk Typist which is
usually around 4,000.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
I mean, are we in that much of a hiring mode that we couldn't delay
the announcements or the giving out of these tests, I mean, if we
went through the committee process? I mean, are we looking to hire
all these people right now?

MS. DI STEFANO:
I don't know what the hiring would be. But we like to have lists
in place for these titles.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
That would be great, but we don't have jobs for them or the money
to pay for those jobs. So I still don't see the sense of urgency
to say that we need to hire all these people, we need to get the
tests out, we need to get the announcement out.

MS. DI STEFANO:
Bear in mind that it's not just County jobs we're talking about.
We oversee 37,000 non-County employees also.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
I agree. But we're talking about a month; are people calling up
and saying, When's the test? When's the test for all of these?

MS. DI STEFANO:
Excuse me?

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Are people calling up, other municipalities, are they calling up
and saying, When are you giving a test for Probation Officers,
Clerk Typists and other things?
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MS. DI STEFANO:
The County is the only one that uses the Probation Officers.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Okay. Yeah, that was the -- when was the thousand? How many is --
when was that job title?

MS. DI STEFANO:
A thousand Public Safety Dispatcher I.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Public Safety Dispatcher I, and we're probably the priority hiring
with that?

MS. DI STEFANO:
Oh, the local Police Departments use that title.

LEG. McCAFFREY:
Okay. I just don't see the sense of urgency in doing this within
the next month, that this couldn't go through the committee
process.

LEG. TROTTA:
It's been nine years.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay, Legislator Barraga.

LEG. BARRAGA:
The largest portion of the revenue generated from this bill would
be for the Police test. So for example, if --

MS. DI STEFANO:
We won't be giving the Police test again, it's a four-year cycle.

LEG. BARRAGA:
When is the next test given?

MS. DI STEFANO:
2019.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Okay. You also mentioned a portion of this revenue generation is
in the budget; $100,000?

MS. HORST:
Correct.

MS. DI STEFANO:
Yes, that was added to the Civil Service revenues, proposed
revenues in the budget.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Okay. Collectively, how much do you anticipate generating from
this if it passes? Excluding, you know, the Police test which you
say is not going to happen for several years.
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MS. DI STEFANO:
No, but it would be reasonable to expect the $100,000 this year.

LEG. BARRAGA:
And it's already built into your budget, it's in the budget.

MS. DI STEFANO:
It's in our budget now, yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Thank you.

MS. DiSTEFANO:
We do not keep all of the fees either. We have to -- if it's a
State exam we have to send half the fee to the State. We only keep
it all if it's a local exam, and we don't -- we keep the Police
test, but that's so expensive that we don't make money either.

LEG. BARRAGA:
I was always under the impression that 20,000 took that test.

MS. DI STEFANO:
They do.

LEG. BARRAGA:
You don't make any money on that?

MS. DI STEFANO:
No. We have to buy the exam from a private company because we're
under a Justice Department Decree; we have to have the
psychologicals, as I said, $360 a pop; $200 for appeals. The
Police Department spends a lot of man power doing background
investigations.

(*The following was taken and transcribed by
Lucia Braaten - Court Stenographer*)

LEG. BARRAGA:
Let me ask you a question. Are you losing money on that test? Do
we lose money on that test based on all the things you say have to
be done?

MS. DI STEFANO:
If you define it that way, yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
So even if --

MS. DI STEFANO:
We don't make enough to cover the expenses, so --

LEG. BARRAGA:
Would we make enough to cover the expense predicated on the new fee
when this test is given in 2019?
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MS. DI STEFANO:
No.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Well, what do we have to raise it to to at least break even?

MS. DI STEFANO:
It would be the --

LEG. BARRAGA:
Realistically, we shouldn't be giving a test when we're losing
money.

MS. DI STEFANO:
That's the nature of the business.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Nature of the business, interesting. Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Anybody else? Okay. We have a tabling motion and an
approval motion. Tabling goes first. Roll call.

(Roll Call by Ms. Ellis - Chief Deputy Clerk)

LEG. TROTTA:
Yes.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
No.

LEG. D'AMARO:
No.

LEG. STERN:
No.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
Yes.

LEG. BARRAGA:
No.

LEG. CILMI:
No.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
(Not Present)

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes. Oh, tabling, no to table.
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LEG. ANKER:
Pass.

LEG. HAHN:
No to table.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent)

LEG. BROWNING:
No.

LEG. FLEMING:
No.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
No to table.

LEG. ANKER:
No.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
No to tabling.

P.O. GREGORY:
No.

MS. ELLIS:
Three. (Not Present: Legislator Martinez/Absent: Legislator
Muratore)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Tabling motion fails. We have an approval motion before us.
Roll call.

(Roll Call by Ms. Ellis - Chief Deputy Clerk)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yes.

LEG. HAHN:
Yes.

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yes.

LEG. STERN:
Yes.

LEG. MC CAFFREY:
No.
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LEG. TROTTA:
No to raising fees.

LEG. KENNEDY:
No.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Yes.

LEG. CILMI:
No.

LEG. MARTINEZ:
Yes.

LEG. LINDSAY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
Pass.

LEG. MURATORE:
(Absent)

LEG. BROWNING:
Yes.

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Yes.

P.O. GREGORY:
Yes.

LEG. ANKER:
No.

MS. ELLIS:
Twelve. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Motion is approved. I.R. 1125 - Authorizing the advance of
funding to the Islip Arts Council for payment of expenses incurred
(Cilmi).

LEG. CILMI:
Motion.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Motion by Legislator Cilmi.

LEG. BARRAGA:
Second.
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D.P.O. CALARCO:
Second by Legislator Barraga. Legislator Cilmi, on the motion.

LEG. CILMI:
On the motion. I really just wanted to express my appreciation to
the County Executive's Office, particularly Heidi Kowalchyk and
Basia Braddish for putting this together, and Katie Horst for
following through with the CN.

I also want to make note, I think this may be the last CN that we
ever see with Jon Schneider's name on it. And I wanted to just
thank Jon for his service to the County while we're at it.

And the purpose of this bill is Basically to, as Lynda Moran, the
Executive Director from the Arts Council, said earlier, to
basically get them through a rough time financially. We've
appropriated the money last year. They spent the money last year
on the Concert in the Park, and they just have a bit of a cash flow
problem. So they're asking us to give them the money before they
pay the vendor, so that they can pay the vendor and then give us
the receipts, and we can close out our books and they can get their
vendor paid. So it's just a cash flow issue. They recognize that
this is a one-time exception kind of thing, and I would ask my
colleagues to support it.

LEG. D'AMARO:
What's the urgency here?

(*Laughter*)

LEG. CILMI:
Have you ever waited seven months to get paid? Well, you probably
have. You probably have. I take that back.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Legislator Fleming, did you have a question?

LEG. FLEMING:
Yes. I just had a question, through the Chair, to the sponsor. I
just -- aren't we concerned that now every agency is going to want
this treatment?

LEG. CILMI:
This is -- this is not a precedent-setting vote, they've done this
before, so it is something that's available. All we're doing is
really modifying a contract, and that -- and that can happen. So I
don't think it opens the doors to the floodgates of doing this.
It's a special circumstance, given the size of the bill that they
have from the sound and lighting company.

LEG. FLEMING:
But isn't that bill within their normal business practices? I
mean, is --

LEG. CILMI:
(Nodded yes).
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LEG. FLEMING:
Right. So next year it could happen again.

LEG. CILMI:
I mean, the situation could absolutely happen again. But to be
frank with you, they're going to have to reevaluate their business
model this year. And, you know, not-for-profits all over,
obviously, are having to deal with less and less funding from not
only private sources, but from governments as well, and they are
cognizant of those challenges and trying to work through them.

LEG. D'AMARO:
So --

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Well, I got a list. Legislator Krupski.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
And I think that was -- I think you answered my question about what
happens next year. So this is -- this is going to cover '17 or
'16?

LEG. CILMI:
No. This covers -- this covers '16.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
And what happens this year, then? Forget about next year.

LEG. CILMI:
This year, they haven't even decided how they're -- how they're
moving forward with -- we have money committed in the budget, but I
don't -- I don't know what their plans are for this year, honestly,
at this point.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
So this covers last year's bill?

LEG. CILMI:
Yes, this is last year's bill, and it's simply a cash flow issue
for them. So they don't have the $18,000 to lay out to pay the
vendor. Normally, what would happen is they would pay the vendor
and then submit a cancelled check to the Comptroller's Office and
get reimbursed for the $18,000, but because of their cash flow
situation, they have a problem doing that. The Comptroller has to
close out his books, otherwise they lose the money, and, frankly,
the vendor wanted to get paid. So they've exhausted all of the
options they've had from their own business perspective in trying
to get this done, and then so they came to us to ask us for help.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
So just a suggestion. I've been to a lot of free concerts and most
of the time people are appreciative, and that when the hat gets
passed, you know, the money goes towards the concert.

LEG. CILMI:
And they do that.
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LEG. KRUPSKI:
People understand, hey, this is an awesome event, we should do this
more often, but in order to do it more often, we should support it.

LEG. CILMI:
Right.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Should put money in the hat because it's free.

LEG. CILMI:
And they do that, and they host many other fundraising efforts.
You know, they have an annual giving campaign, a variety of
different things. They actually collect money at the -- this is a
concert that happens at Heckscher State Park. They collect money
at the park gates from people who are coming to the concert. So
it's not for without trying that -- you know, that they ask. They
are looking, looking to other sources for revenue.

LEG. KRUPSKI:
Thank you.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Legislator Hahn.

LEG. HAHN:
I just would ask the County Exec's folks and the Budget folks,
whether it's on our side or on the County Exec's side, to consider
alternate procedures, because I do think that this will come up.
And so I wonder if it's not possible to get approval ahead of time
of a payment to a vendor such as, you know, in this example, so
that, you know the County could just make the direct payment. If
they know ahead of time they're going to have this large expense
and it's going to put a -- you know, a problem on cash flow, you
know, we have a concert series at the beginning, and, you know, if
we know three months in advance that we might want to have that
night a check for the band, or for the sound, or whatever it is,
maybe we can, you know, submit the expense ahead of time and the
check can get written just directly from the County to the -- you
know, maybe not for every expense, but for those larger expenses,
maybe we can establish a procedure where we -- where we allow that.
And it can go through the Comptroller's Office, it could go through
whatever it needs to go through. But, you know, I get this. You
know, I'm not a budget person or auditing person, so I don't know
why, you know, the pros and cons -- yes, we should have a -- maybe
we should have a committee to study.

LEG. CILMI:
Or you and I will just have a conversation.

LEG. HAHN:
You and I could talk offline; how about that? Okay.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I tend to agree with Legislator Hahn. Legislator D'Amaro.
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LEG. D'AMARO:
Yeah, I don't, I don't agree with that, but that's a different
debate, different time. I just wanted to ask Legislator Cilmi if
the organization as it stands is the exception, not the rule, you
know?

LEG. CILMI:
They do.

LEG. D'AMARO:
Yeah, because we can't -- especially, there's no mechanism in
place, other than coming here. We can't have a hundred of these
bills coming before us, but they understand that going forward.

LEG. CILMI:
They do.

LEG. D'AMARO:
They have to find a way.

LEG. CILMI:
Yes.

LEG. D'AMARO:
All right. I'm happy to support this, sure.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Okay. Anybody else? Okay. We have a motion and a second. All
those in favor? Opposed? Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Seventeen. (Absent: Legislator Muratore)

P.O. GREGORY:
Okay. 1125 is approved. We're going to make a motion to waive the
rules and lay on the table the following items:

I.R. 1115 to Government Ops. I.R. 1118 to EPA, and setting the
public hearing for March 2nd at 2:30 in Riverhead. I.R. 1119 to
EPA; I.R. 1122 to Public Works; I.R. 1120 to Public Works. I.R.
1124 to Seniors and Consumer Protection, and setting the Public
Hearing for March 7th at 2:30 in Riverhead. I.R. 1126 to Ways and
Means. And that's all we have, and --

MR. NOLAN:
Do we have a second?

P.O. GREGORY:
Second.

D.P.O. CALARCO:
I have a second by Legislator -- Presiding Officer Gregory.

LEG. HAHN:
I just want to make sure you did 1118 and set the Public Hearing.
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D.P.O. CALARCO:
I did that.

LEG. HAHN:
Did you set the Public Hearing?

D.P.O. CALARCO:
Yup. Yeah, we did 1118. All those in favor? Opposed?
Abstentions?

MS. ELLIS:
Fifteen. (Not Present: Legislators Fleming and Trotta/Absent:
Legislator Muratore)

D.P.O. CALARCO:
That's approved. And if Jon is still in the building, a thanks
from me and I'm sure all of my colleagues here at the Legislature
to him for all his years of service to Suffolk County, and we wish
him the best of luck in the future. And with that, I think we are
adjourned.

(*The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.*)
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